









7 ff Ts WE TT , mn be ARM , Tay TION 


SU ADU 
mu oe TUNE 










THE 


ful bey) Hn ri 
SWS BU ee 





"DECEMBER 1997, | 43493 


| 





ir Ps Pi SL! r?s 
Ria rye 


out $9.75 UK £2.60 U.S. $4.95 





Yes, | Want To 


Subscri be Now and 


_}12 Issues for $29. 95 
AVE $30 


|} 24 Issues for $46.80 





Toe 10 Ae. 








| hua aun Ta 






a? Ps : 





Se 7 =e 


rere 





| ‘eet re. 
| 


$72 


TO USE MC/VISA CALL 1-800-877-5207 
INTERNATIONAL 1-815-734-4151 or FAX 1-303-444-5617 


Please Check One: (_} Payment Enclosed (} Bill Me 
(U.S. ONLY) 


NAME: 
ADORESS: 
CITY/STATE: 


| any f Re ZiP/COUNTRY: 
’ mon FOR ' 
r ry att, iy U.S, Funds Onty. conmeee a's ewes, BN 12847 6248 AT). 
' F er Countries 1. 

Pritt uh eid — i 














Protection for 
a Lifetime Plus. 


FREE OF CHARGE — Every Rossi firearm you purchase new 
that ever needs repair will be fixed for as long as you own tt! 
And Lifetime Plus Protection continues from generation 


to generation, as you pass your Rossi family 
heirloom to your children and 
they to theirs. 


Model 877 
6-shot, .357 Magnum, Stainless, 
26 ozs., Rubber grips, 2” barrel. 


$290.00 (suggested retail) 


Send $7.95 for 

catalog, patch and 
video catalog to: 
interarms 

P.O. Box 208 
Alexandria, VA 22313 


For catalog 
& tnterarms patch only: 
send $2.00 





IN TERARMS 


WORLD CLASS SPORTING ARMS 


Modet 677 


6-shot, .357 Magnum, Matte Blue, 


26 ozs., Rubber grips, 2” barrel. 


$260.00 (suggested retail) 
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ecaitess s First Saindints 


— National Press Club, Washington, D.C., 
Il September 1997. 


oday I want to talk to you about guns: 

Why we have them, why the Bill of 

Rights guarantees that we can have 
them, and why my right to have a gun is more 
important than your right to rail against it in 
the press. 

I believe every good journalist needs to 
know why the Second Amendment must be 
considered more essential than the First 
Amendment. This may be a bitter pill to swal- 
low, but the right to keep and bear arms is not 
archaic. It’s not an outdated, 
dusty idea some old dead > 
white guys dreamed up in 
fear of the Redcoats. No, it 
is just as essential to liberty 
today as it was in 1776. 
These words may not play 
well at the Press Club, but 
it’s still the gospel down at 
the corner bar and grill. 

And your efforts to under- 
mine the Second Amend- 
ment, to deride it and degrade it, to readily 
accept diluting it and eagerly promote redefin- 
ing it, threaten not only the physical well- 
being of millions of Americans but also the 
core concept of individual liberty our found- 
ing fathers struggled to perfect and protect. 

So now you know what doubtless does not 
surprise you. I believe strongly in the right of 
every law-abiding citizen to keep and bear 
arms, for what I think are good reasons. 

The original amendments we refer to as the 
Bill of Rights contain 10 of what the constitu- 
tional framers termed unalienable rights. These 
rights are ranked in random order and are linked 
by their essential equality. The Bill of Rights 
came to us with blinders on. It doesn’t recognize 
color, or class, or wealth. It protects not just the 
rights of actors, or editors, or reporters, but 
extends even to those we love to hate. 





That’s why the most heinous criminals 
have rights until they are convicted of a crime. 
The beauty of the Constitution can be found in 
the way it takes human nature into considera- 
tion. We are not a docile species capable of co- 
existing within a perfect society under ever- 
lasting benevolent rule. We are what we are; 
egotistical, corruptible, vengeful, sometimes 
even a bit power-mad. The Bill of Rights rec- 
ognizes this and builds the barricades that 
need to be in place to protect the individual. 

You, of course, remain zealous in your 
belief that a free nation must have a free press 
and free speech to battle injustice, unmask cor- 
ruption and provide a voice 
for those in need of a fair and 
impartial forum. 

I agree wholeheartedly 
... a free press is vital to a 
free society. But I wonder: 
How many of you will agree 
_ with me that the right to 
_ keep and bear arms is not 
just equally vital, but the 
most vital to protect all the 
other rights we enjoy? 

I say that the Second Amendment is, in 
order of importance, the first amendment. 

It is America’s First Freedom, the one right 
that protects all the others. Among freedom of 
speech, of the press, of religion, of assembly, 
of redress of grievances, it is the first among 
equals. It alone offers the absolute capacity to 
live without fear. The right to keep and bear 
arms is the one right that allows “rights” to 
exist at all. 

Hither you believe that, or you don’t, and 
you must decide, 

Because there is no such thing as a free 
nation where police and military are 
allowed the force of arms but individual cit- 
izens are not. That’s a “big brother knows 
best” theater of the absurd that has never 
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BREATH OF DEATH 


The Blowgun Video 
with Michael Janich 


The blowgun is one of the most amazing weapons ever devised by man. Even in its crudest form, the blowgun possesses many of the qualities of the perfect weapon— 
it is reliable, accurate, powerful, deadly and virtually silent. In this original Paladin video production, Michael Janich, blowgun expert and author of Blowguns: The 
Breath of Death, gives you a guided tour of the world of blowguns. Janich demonstrates native blowguns, presents a complete buyer’s guide to modern commercial 
blowguns, teaches you how to make home-built blowguns and darts and gives you a look at state-of-the-art blowgun accessories such as rapid-fire attachments, laser 
sights and compressed-air firing devices that can convert your blowgun into an arrow launcher. He also teaches you little-known shooting tricks that greatly enhance a 
blowgun’s capabilities as a weapon and hunting arm. This is the most complete guide to this exotic weapon ever produced and an invaluable reference for blowgun 


fanciers and weapon collectors. Color, approx. 70 min., VHS (U.S. format) only. 


If debt collection agencies are harassing you to 
settle your unpaid bilis, you do not have to put 
up with their bullying tactics! This book tells you 
exactly how you can use simple tricks to get 
them off your back for good or resort to heavy 
legal firepower if they persist in calling you at 
work or home. Know your rights! 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 


softcover, 80 pp. $12.00 
THE ART OF THE RIFLE 

by Jeff Cooper 

“Riflecraft has been completely ignored since 


Wortd War Il,” says Jeff Cooper, America's 
foremost rifle instructor. To remedy this 
situation, he tock it upon himself to set down 
the fine art of the rifle before It was lost 
forever. in his no-holds-barred style, Cooper 
instructs you in everything you need fo know 
about shooting the rifle, while entertalning you 
with tales of marksmanship, combat and big- 
game hunting. 8 1/2 x 11, hardcover, photos, 


104 pp. $29.95 
RAGNAR’S ACTION ENCYCLOPEDIA 
VOLUME TWO 

by Ragnar Benson 


This foliow-up to the original Action 
Encyclopedia of Practical Knowledge and 
Proven Techniques includes 40 all-new 
chapters on choosing the right weapon, 
assembling a sniper tifte, taking out tanks, 
avalding police entrapment, doing your own 
medicine . . . and everything eise Ragnar 
coultin’t fit into volume one. 8 1/2 x 11, soft- 
cover, photos, 256 pp. $40.00 


THE REVENGE ENCYCLOPEDIA 

This is the mother of all revenge books! You'd 
have to buy more than 26 books to get ali the 
wit and wisdom contained in this compilation 
from the best of Paladin's revenge books. 
Don’t be fooled by cheap imitatars that claim to 
know how to get even. Paladin is still your 
revenge source when you need to even the 
score with nosy neighbors, bungling 
bureaucrats, sharly clerks or other pests. For 
entertainmem purposes only. 8 1/2 x11, 
softcover, 120 pp. $15.00 
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BEAT THE BILL COLLECTOR , : ‘THE TRUTH ABOUT HANDGUNS 
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by Max Edison Pee nano Thomas 





































Every gun enthusiast will enjoy reading this lively 
look at the myths about the Colt .45; the hype 
surrounding handgun stopping power; the truth a 
about Alvin York's Incredible World War | firefight, - 
the answers to the questions, “Are revolvers 
dead?” and “How good is the .40 Smith & 
Wesson cartridge?"; and much more. 5 1/2 x8 
1/2, softcover, 136 pp. $14.00 


GO FOR BROKE! 

Wealth and Happiness 

after Bankruptcy 

by Zane Binder 

Are your debts breaking your back and your bank 
account? This step-by-step book walks you 

| through bankruptcy from start to finish and gives 
you everything you need to know fo make a clean 
start and not lose your shirt — and maybe not your 
housa, either. The author speaks from experience. 
5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 104 pp. $14.00 
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ADVANCED FUGITIVE 
Running, Hiding, Surviving, 
and Thriving Forever 

by Kenn Abaygo 
in this companion to Fugitive: How to Run, BE eee 
Hide, and Survive, you'll leam the advanced ; MEDICINE 
evasion techniques successful fugitives have Better ne ae 
used to get gone and stay gone for long periods «HN. wwse ere gl 
of time — perhaps forever — and you'll benefit 
from their experience and their mistakes. 5 1/2 x 
8 1/2, softcover, photos, illus., 144 pp. $15.00 


ACQUIRING NEW iD 
How to Easily Use the Latest Computer The Whole §; 
Technatogy to Drop Out, Start Over, cers 

and Get On with Your Life a 
by Ragnar Benson | 

Forget about using the old “dead-baby’s birth- 
certificate” ruse to get new ID. Everyone’s on to 
that trick. What you need is the know-how to 
make your own documents on a home computer. 
And by foilowing the simple instructions in here, 
you can. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, photos, lilus., 
152 pp. $20.00 
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CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-392-2400, USA AND CANADA 
CALL 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. SEND $2.00 FOR 
80-PAGE CATALOG OF OVER 750 TITLES (FREE WITH ORDER). 
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TESTING THE WAR WEAPONS 

Rifles and Light Machine Guns 

from Around the Wortd 

by Timothy J. Mutlin 

This encyclopedia of war weapons contains all the 
critical detalls about more than 150 of the world's 
best, worst, most effective and most surprising 
rifles, sniper rifles and LMGs of the 20th century. 
The author was an infantry officer in Vietnam, so 
he knows what to look for in a combat rifle ~- and 
will you after you read this classic reference. 8 
1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, 432 pp. $40.00 


GUERRILLAS IN THE MIST 

A Batttefield Guide to 

Clandestine Warfare 

by Bob Newman 

Foreword by Robert K. Brown 

Leam every facet of the grim, violent world of 
guerilla warfare: basic fieldcraft, mines and 
booby traps; tunne! construction and strategy; 
ambushes; urban and noctumal tactics; interro- 
gation, indoctrination and exploitation; psyops; 
and more. For academic study only. 5 1/2 x 8 
1/2, softcover, photos, illus. 232 pp. $20.00 


DO-IT-YOURSELF MEDICINE 

How to Find and Use the Most Effective 
Antibiotics, Painkiviers, Anesthetics, and 
Other Miracle Drugs . . . Without Costly 
Doctors’ Prescriptions or Hospitais 

by Ragnar Benson 

Ragnar gives you precise instructions for securing 
and using the very latest drugs and supplies from 
anima} health centers, foreign pharmacies, mail 
order suppliers, military dispensaries and other 
unusual sources. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 
phates, illus., 128 pp. $20.00 


THE WHOLE SPY CATALOG 

by Lee Lapin 

The Whale Spy Catalog shows you exacily how 
to hire an ex-KGB agent, order a photo of 
anyplace on earth anytime during the last 20 
years, get an instant background check on 
anyone, open a door from 100 feet away, sub- 
scribe to an in-house FB) newsletter, order and 
install the latest electronic surveillance gear and 
many more tricks io trace, track, Surveill and 
investigate anyone or anything. 8 1/2 x 11, saft- 
cover, photos, illus., 448 pp. $44.95 
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SOF Selling Out? 


ee Leis 


“¢ ae Congratulations on 
E selling out! Soldier Of 
eae Fortune was my only 
¥ unbiased world conflict 
' news source, concise and 
broad ranged. Writers 
_ who knew the difference 

iaiiamaiiaaiaaiet between an AK and an 
RPG. Reporters who knew a Putsch from an 
internal struggle. 

I know that soldiering is an “action” 
lifestyle but I feel that another unrealistic 
action show just injures your journalistic 
integrity. I fear that you have fallen for 
the Hollywood head-trip. While bragging 
how realistic the show will be you show 
a production shot of a sniper team 
exposed, uncammied and nice shiny 
chrome muzzle brakes. 

If the show is so groundbreakingly un- 
politically correct I’m sure that you will 
show the real horrors of war. Grown men 
with hideous gut wounds and no legs 
screaming for Mommy? I don’t think so. 
Bruckheimer’s idea of realism is changing 
clips every once in a while. 

I regretted to see a four-page advertise- 
ment waste of space and reading time instead 
of the excellent reporting I was used to. 

I hope that you do not find out this 
“srenade” of a show explodes in your face, 
as it will severely injure the credibility of a 
magazine that has worked very hard to be 
taken seriously. 

My deepest regrets. 

Still reading because there isn’t an alter- 
native, 





ee 


O. Ritterband 
New York City 


Dear Mr. Ritterband: 

Rest easy — SOF magazine is not about 
to change. There has not been, nor will 
there ever be, a “sellout.” When we 
licensed the name Soldier Of Fortune for 
the Soldier Of Fortune, Inc. TV show, we 
didn’t leave the combat reporting business 
to “go Hollywood.” SOF magazine has not 
changed a bit — but wouldn't it have been 
pretty rude of us not to give the new TV 
series bearing our name a plug, especially 
when it promises to be a cut-above the rest? 

Regards “realism,” even the most “real- 
istic” fiction can never be true-to-life. How, 
for instance, would you film tactical night 
ops? Ask the viewer to sit and watch a black, 
silent TV screen (how’d you like to have to 
sell ads to sponsors for that segment)? That 
wouldn't be TV — that would be radio. 

True-to-life films about soldiering would 
tend to only reflect the “days of excruciat- 
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ing boredom relieved by moments of stark 
terror” and be of little interest to most view- 
ers. And as for bringing the true horrors of 
war into American living rooms, that is nei- 
ther technically possible nor esthetically 
desirable. You remember what a gut-shot 
buddy sounded like — do you remember 
what he smelled like? Not even a documen- 
tary could ever do Justice to the abominable 
reality of war, and that is not the purpose of 
an entertainment medium. 

So, lighten up and enjoy the show. It’s 
entertainment, not a training film. (And 
remember when you see that pretty gal with 
the less-than-adequate-cammo paint, that it 
was done that way so you could see her at all.) 


Kriminal History 


Peter Kokalis’ article describing the 
Walther P99, in the Oct. ’97 issue of SOF 
mentions a “PPK (Polizei  Pistole 
Kriminal)”. 

Is the PPK intended for sale only to 
criminals? 

Actually, the “K” represents the 
word for “short” which in German is 
“kurtz.” [sic] 

Just as the Colt Commander is a shorter 
version of the 1911 [sic] Colt, the Walther 
PPK is a shorter version (.6 inch shorter 
slide and barrel) of the PP. 





Sincerely, 
James A. Hill 
Parma, Ohio 


P.S. See the attached clipping from the 
1992 Shooter's Bible. 
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Jim, sorry you cut up your Shooter’s 
Bible to make your point, because the idea 
that the “K” in “PPK” stands for “kurz” is 
an incorrect nugget of folklore that just 
never seems to die. This logical, but wrong, 
assumption may stem from the fact that the 
“k” in “Kar98k” (carbine 1898 short) 
stands for “kurz” (short), but in the case of 
the Walther PPK pistol it is wrong no mat- 
ter how often it ts repeated. The Walther PP 
was specifically developed for the European 
police market (Pistole Polizei), and when I 
was an MP in Germany in the early ’60s, 
that was what every German cop carried. 
The PPK was developed as a more conceal- 
able pistol to be carried by detectives — 
“Polizei Kriminal.” Thus: Polizei Pistole 
Kriminal — PPK. 


Korean War Vets in USSR? 


Just got your October issue and as usual 
your editorial is well and succinctly stated. 
The communists have done similar atrocities 
since 1917: let’s not forget there were lost 
Korean War vets as well. Bureaucrats and 
politicians always seem to be more ready to 
smile at these despots than to take a moral 
stand. [Their mentality] will not change 
unless they are held accountable. Lets’s face 
it: the latest generation of KGB et al. are still 
blowing smoke about Raoul Wallenberg. 

Sincere admiration on surviving 23 
years. You’ve come a long way since 
you sold the magazine from the trunk of 
your car. 


Bill McCutcheon 
Calgary, Alta. 
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“Tell me, Senator ... why are people so cynical about politics in America?” 
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NOW AVAILABLE 


Laos, 1969. 


















The North Vietnamese Army has increased -- 
cross-border attacks on South Vietnam. Elite 

Special Forces Studies & Observation Group 
reconnaissance teams operating deep inside 

Laos have sighted Caucasians fighting along 

side enemy units. A $10,000 reward has been 

offered to any team capturing one of the 

foreigners. 
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Russian army advisors? U.S. Army deserters? 

Special Forces Sergeant Steve McShane and his 
SOG recon team are selected for a special cross 

border operation. Their mission: infiltrate the 

North Vietnamese jungle sanctuaries and h Uggs 

down the “round eye”. They are to use any 
means at their disposal to capture him, dead 

or alive, once they are - Across the Fence. 





Across the Fence is dedicated 
to the memory of 


KENNETH WAYNE WORTHLEY 
Command & Control Central 

ISBN: 1-55197-477-0 5th Special Forces Group 

Price: $5.99 U.S./ 7.99 Can. 7 March 1947 — 26 August 1969 


10% of all Royalties on this book will be donated 
to the Special Forces Memorial Building Fund. 


Come and read more about Across The Fence, and other military novels on our web site: 
http://www.commonwealthpub.com 


Or order Direct from the Publisher 


| 9764-45th Ave. Edmonton, Alberta T6E 5C5 Ph# (403) 432-1100 Fax# (403) 432-9409 
3 a Toll Free Order Desk: 1-800-491-7737 
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The 

three 
major 
functions 
of the 
Gurkha 
Kukri™ are 
to chop, 
pierce, or 
smash with : 
the back or flat 7 

of the blade. In = 
its legendary 3 
chopping role, it | 
can't be beat as 

it will out-perform @ 
any knife and 

most swords. 

And when it 

comes to piercing @ 
or smashing, you = 
will find it equally 7 
effective due to 

its strong, sharp 
point and 

massive 5/16" aS 
thick Carbon V® @& 
blade. a 







The 
Official 
Kukri 
of the 
American 
Bando 
Association 


COLD STEEL 


2128-D Knoll Drive, Ventura, CA 93003 


Call for a FREE 40 page catalog 
Or send $5 for our 70 min. video, “PROOF” 


1-800-255-4716 


HE GURKHA KUKRI 











Bounty Hunter Brouhaha . 


From the stories you have done on it, it 

has been my understanding that bail- 
enforcement officers are more likely to be 
off-duty or retired cops than off-duty or 
semi-retired criminals. Since I had never 
seen an incident regards legitimate “bounty 
hunters” make the news, I was surprised to 
read about the episode in Phoenix where a 
swat-like gaggle of “bounty hunters” broke 
into a house, tied up the women and kids 
and blew away a couple in bed. Newspapers 
and TV said it was a bounty-hunt gone bad. 
Didn’t sound right. Then I heard your 
Richard Sherrow being interviewed on the 
radio, saying it was more probably a home- 
invasion robbery, as real bail-enforcement 
agents don’t operate that way. 
, Guess what, now there is a small back- 
page news item in the paper saying it was a 
robbery attempt, using “bounty-hunting” as 
a cover if they got caught. 

You people were the only ones to get it 
right the first time (again). Ever think about 
doing a TV news show? 


Mike Sandhurst 
Portland, Oregon 


No. We’re all too ugly for television. 


One Man, One Donation? 


To paraphrase an old _ philosopher, 
money corrupts — and political money cor- 
rupts absolutely. If we’re ever going to 
clean the bottom feeders out of the swamp 
we call Washington, D.C., we’re going to 
have to stop feeding them. 

How to do this? The principle of one- 
man, one-vote seems to have gained wide 
acceptance, why not be realistic and consid- 
er that since money and (not ideas and prin- 
ciple) wins elections today, we need to apply 
a restriction of one man, one donation. And 
cap the donation to $10 per man. No dona- 
tions from political action committees, labor 
unions, big (or small) business, “profession- 
al” organizations and especially absolutely 
no donations from any foreign interests such 
as communist China, Indonesia, or any of 
their minions or surrogates. 

Make it a felony with mandatory penal- 
ties involving hard time — no fines to also 
be paid by your “defense fund.” 

Besides, if a candidate can’t tell me why 
J should vote for him on $10, he probably 


doesn’t have anything worthwhile to say to | 


me — or anybody else. 


Jeff Honnecker 
Aguila, Ariz. 





- Wrong Picture? 


Concerning the enclosed [newspaper] 
item revealing that the FBI agents at Ruby 


| Ridge won’t face prosecution ... It appears 


that federal law enforcement officers enjoy 


- an astonishing immunity to prosecution. 


Not so long ago the Los Angeles police 


























“NAVY SEAL BUDS 
TRAINING VIDEO” 


Altho there are many men physically 
strong enough to be SEALs, few have the 
mental toughness to go with it. Identifying 
those few is what BUDs training is all 
about. Witness the harsh physical & 
mental training programs that condition 
SEALs to prevail under any type of 
pressure. See motivation & self control 
tested to the limit as trainees endure the 
tortures of Hell Week. Discover mind 
control techniques used by SEALs to 
persevere despite extreme stress, cold and 
fatigue. Don’t miss this chance to see the 
extraordinary abilities that define the 
modern Navy SEAL. A LOTI Group film. 


Only $19.954S&H 
“NAVY SEAL 


INDUSTRIAL 
STRENGTH PT” 





When you perform at an optimum level, 
the mind and body are one. At those 
times even the most strenuous tasks seem 
easy. Combat survival frequently depends 
on this developed toughness. The role of 
physical training can’t be over 
emphasized. SEAL veteran & tactical 
training expert C.J. Caracci conducts this 
fast paced one on one session. This 
concentrated series of SEAL exercises is 
guaranteed to deliver twice the results in 
half the time. This new accelerated total 
body workout is the answer to those 
requiring maximum results in minimum 
time. This video has all the vigorous 
physical conditioning needed to achieve 
optimum level performance A LOT! 


$19.95+S&H 


Videos $19.95+$3.00 S&H per order. FL 
residents add 6% tax. Send to: LOTI 
GROUP 15720 SUNSET DRIVE 
SUITE #305 MIAMI, FL 33193 

Sales benefit UDT SEAL Museum. 




















Group film. Only 
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officers were brought into federal court for 
using excessive force on one Rodney King. 
They didn’t kill him ... They just beat him up. 
So the feds prosecuted and convicted the two 
cops for violating Mr. King’s civil rights. 

But it seems that an FBI sniper can shoot 
and kill a woman holding a child ... And no 
one’s civil rights have been violated? What 
is wrong with this picture? 


Hollis E. Proper 
Lovelock, Nevada 


There’s a lot wrong with that picture. 
Local prosecutors are now planning to 
prosecute federal officials who allegedly 
broke local law in that debacle. We'll see 


how far toward justice these local efforts 
go. Local press in Idaho is clamoring for 
prosecution of the ivory-towered officials in 
Washington who set the stage for that 
tragedy, but that is unlikely to happen since 
Idaho has scant jurisdiction in Washington. 





Kudos to SOF and Jim Pate for another 
insider tip on Waco! A few years back, SOF 
reported that, in its February 28, 1993 Waco 
raid, ATF had employed special bullets 
designed to penetrate bullet-resistant vests. 
The bullet, designated “Cyclone,” was 
described as a 9mm hollow-point with a 
sharpened steel liner inside the nose cavity. 








KNIFE FIGHTING ENCYCLOPEDIA - 


KNIFE FIGHTING 


| BOOKS FOR ANY SITUATION | 


Delta Press offers these 
books & more! 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS 
1-800-852-4445 


W. Hock 


Hochhiem, a 23 yr police veteran gives us the ultimate in 
reference books on Knife Fighting. Basic, Advanced &] 
Special techniques are covered in this first volume. 
Excellent photos & step-by-step instructions OT this 
book! soft-cover, 342 pages ©-?283... eagasgeee BAS SS | 


BUY THIS BOOK, GET ANY ONE FROM BELOW 


MILITARY KNIFE FIGHTING 
- Robert Spear has filled this 
book with easy-to-do, but 
effective training for 
military, police & civilian 
knife fighting techniques. 
This is a handy guide for all 
m interested. 
softover, 126 pages 
C= OT2O vis csunes Pisdeieccs Deieanrcnttetdes 3 


PRISON'S BLOODY IRON 
- Here's a book written by 
two guys who know about 
hn prison & knife fighting. 

Unarmed defenses, creep 


Pe hie) 6.) 


ae OODY TRON 


and stick, & all other vital | 
using a | 
*Blade’. 5.5"x 8.5" softover, 


elements for 


119 pages 


UNARMED AGAINST THE > 


KNIFE = Devastating self- 
defense techniques for the 


unarmed target of a Knife femmes 
attacker. Simple lifesaving | 


moves taught by Oscar 
Diaz-Cobo, chief instructor 
of United States Meta 
Combat. 5.5*x 8.5" softover, 
78 pages 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS ONLY 
(MC, VISA, DISC, AM EX) 
CALL OUR 
TOLL-FREE ORDER LINE 


1-800-852-4445 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 


1-870-862-4984 


FAX NUMBER 


1-870-862-9671 


[ALLOW 2 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY ACUMEN? 
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THE SICILIAN BLADE 
- Vito Quattrocchi presents 
a total & practical program 
on the deadliest and most 
traditional methods of knife 
fighting. This method, 
virtually unknown in the 

a¢ U.S.. is the best adapted 
form of knife fighting for 
| street survival. 5.5"x 8.5° 
softover, 86 pages 


| KNIFE FIGHTING: A 
| Practical Course - 
| This book teaches you 
how the pros make 
the basics work for 
them with insider tips 
on. grip, stance, 
footwork, and cut & 
thrust. Applying these 
techniques in the real 
world jis this books 
| greatest asset. The 
training drills will 
—— prepare you for any 
kind of street encounter. 8.5"x 11" softover, 
108 pages 
C-9144 


GA aw Ome rr 
er 


Add $5.95 S&H fo all orders 
plus an additional $3.00 for orders to Canada. 
Other foreign orders: add $12.00 far first item 
and $2,00 for each additional item 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 
Delta Press Ltd. 
215 S. Washington St. 
El Dorado, AR. 71731 


Dept. ar yepre 


Send $4 for a 72 poge, color cotoleg 
(FREE with an ordar| 


For two years now I’ve pursued a Waco- 
related Freedom of Information Act suit 
against ATF and FBI. After considerable 
stonewalling, they’ve begun to cough up 
documents. Among these is a report of intel- 
ligence obtained through “bugs” planted 
inside the Davidian building. According to 
this report, on March 12 Koresh is over- 
heard telling another Davidian that “he was 
hit by a hydroshock [sic] bullet.” But what 
he describes is no Hydrashock: “Koresh 
describes this as a hollow point, steel-lined, 
high-velocity 9mm bullet.” 

(Other interesting intercepts: The gov- 
ernment claimed they had massive water 
supplies inside, yet on March 15, it’d over- 
heard Koresh ... rationing it at one ladle 
daily per person. Later the same day comes 
a message the government obviously finds 
of unique concern — all other intercepts are 
just reported, while this one is worried over: 
“Koresh tells Schneider to get some pictures 
of the bullet holes in the Compound. It is 
unable to be determined whether Koresh 
currently contains [sic] photography equip- 
ment and wishes the bullet holes at the com- 
pound to be photographed by Schneider or 
if Koresh is requesting Schneider to obtain 
photos through some other means. Koresh 
does not elaborate.’’) 


Name Withheld 
Via e-mail 


A National Revival 


The reason that I write is that from what I 
have seen so far in SOF the content of the 
magazine is outstanding, but what I have not 
seen in any publication is the fact that even 
Americans [who] are [prepared] to die hard 
for their country (myself included), all fail to 
see that our land is in terrible condition itself. 
I am a Sailor for the United States and damn 
proud to be! I am also young and strong and 
dependent on no man, just out of high school 
and know the only thing I know is that I don’t 
know it all. But I have seen kids killing kids 
like guerrilla warfare in today’s public schoo! 
systems. I have seen gangs try to have as 
much power as the Mafia, and with gangs 
they have no honor. Though I may piss a lot 
of people off, this letter is to say we need to 
raise our nation ... to the point that 1t once 
again is immortal and untouchable, clean and 
pure. It’s time to take the bull back by the 
horns by any means necessary. 


Prophet 
via E-mail 


We tend to agree with you, but remember 
that we don’t want to do the wrong thing for 
the right reason — in other words, the means 
to a worthy end is part of that end, a concept 
that seems to be lost on many people today in 
business, government and politics. 


Have something to say? Send letters to 
Flak, PO Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306, or 
via e-mail at editor@sofmag.com & 
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KOKALIS JOINS GSGI 


SOF’s Technical Editor, Peter G. Kokalis, has recently joined 
the staff of Global Studies Group, Inc. (See “From Brown Water 
To Silver Screen”, July *97) as an adjunct firearms instructor, 
with a principal focus on automatic weapons. He will continue 
with his full-time responsibilities at SOF. Headed by former U.S. 
Navy SEAL Harry Humphries, GSGI specializes in worldwide 
law enforcement and security training programs and numbers 
among its clients allied governments, municipal police depart- 
ments and multinational corporations. GSGI is comprised mainly 
of former U.S. Navy SEALs and senior law-enforcement person- 
nel, who are recognized as leading authorities in a wide range of 
military and law-enforcement disciplines. The company provides 
training and technical support in the following areas: special 
Operations training, executive protection, asset protection and 
operational security audit. Training programs include firearms 
marksmanship and tactics with handguns, shotguns, tactical car- 
bines, countersniper systems and automatic weapons; knife fight- 
ing; martial arts; military and law-enforcement HRT tactics, 
guard-force operations, border-intrusion and insurgency opera- 
tions; counter-terrorist driving; and technical security services 
and counter measures. All of GSGI’s training programs are pre- 
sented in a high-speed, low-drag manner by an instructor staff 
widely acknowledged as an elite among the elite. 

Corporate entities, government agencies, military organiza- 








EAGLE EYES 
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#Fands-Free aati iteadstrap | Varmints 
| Included 7 Weaver ei Included 





“STRIKE EAGLE 


EAGLE SPIRIT | 
Night Weapon Sight 
|} “Perfect for Hunting Nocturnal 


* Daylight, Red-Dot Aiming 
| * Weaver Adapter Included 


Harry Humphries, former U.S. Navy SEAL and technical adviser 
to the TV series, Sofdier Of Fortune, Inc., with SOF’s Technical 
Editor, Peter G. Kokalis, who recently joined Humphries’ GSGI 
as an adjunct instructor. 


tions, law-enforcement departments or individuals seeking a sched- 
ule of courses open to the public should contact GSGI at P.O. Box 
1006, Huntington Beach, CA 92605; phone: 310-637-7166; fax: 
310-637-7154. 


| AMERICAN EAGLE 
The “Original” Pocketscope — 
| *Excellent for Surveillance and 


Photography 
*Hand-Heild/Camera Adaptable 


Day/Night Weapon Aimer 


*Night Vision Laser Aiming to 
‘| 1,000 Meters 


Chris Mayer 


| %Lens Options Allow Long & 
'} Short Range Photos & Video 


| *Shown with Optional 3X Lens | 
|>*As Low As $995 


| #As Low As $1,695 


. rani 


Windage 
*As Low As $1,595 


61¢ 





12 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ® DECEMBER 1997 


New, Eye-Opening, Documented 
FREE REPORT Proves ... 


Now, You Can Destroy Any Attacker Using 





Never-Before-Seen “Killing” Techniques 


Creator of Official U.S. Navy SEAL Combat System Releases Brutal New 
Gun & Knife Sections Of His Instructor Qualification Fighting Series 


C an you disarm a man holding a knife to 
your throat? What if a car-jacker sticks a 
gun through your window — and your 
wife, girlfriend, or child is sitting beside you? 

In an often brutal yet professionally direct ap- 
proach, Jerry Peterson’s new video series shows 
you how to destroy these attackers, while taking 
you to the ultimate level of fighting. 

The culmination of a 2-year transformation 
from actual SCARS military archive techniques, 
his Instructor Qualification Series offers you the 
opportunity to learn what until now was taught to 
military Special Operations forces (SEALS, Rang- 
ers, Green Berets, etc.). 

It’s been called “the most brutally effective 
fighting system ever seen.” 

Before explaining more about this system, 
here’s how Jerry Peterson, the creator of this sys- 
tem, became the first — and only — civilian ever 
to standardize, license and teach a hand-to-weapon 
fighting system to the United States military. 

In 1989, Naval Special Warfare Command 
(NSWC), the group which controls all SEAL ac- 
tivity, was looking for ways to standardize hand- 
to-weapon combat techniques. After an exhaus- 
tive review, they had rejected every single mar- 
tial art form in the world. 

They found each completely unworkable in 
combat-onented fighting situations where SEALS 
were in full gear, carrying 100# packs, and often 
knee-deep in water. 

Amazing Scientific System 

Then a SEAL NSWC officer (with black belts 
in 3 martial arts) saw Jerry Peterson’s scientific 
fighting system. What he stumbled on wasn't mar- 
tial arts. In fact it was unlike anything he'd ever 
seen before. 

The SEAL officer watched in disbelief as a 
class of inexperienced students threw real punches 
for virtually 1 full hour, never repeating the same 
sequences. In one session he witnessed more fight- 
ing than most martial arts students see in a year. 

Later, two top brass at NSWC saw the officer 
demonstrating moves he'd leamed. But intrigue 
turned to doubt when they learned the originator 
was an ex-Army enlisted man. 

Still they met with Jerry, as much out of admi- 
ration for his Vietnam record as anything (he spent 
15 months as lead point for Charlie Company, the 
173rd Airbome — one of the most decorated units 
of the war). As Vietnam vets, the SEAL officers 
figured Jerry at least would understand their needs. 


Easily Defeats Decorated SEAL 


But they were totally unprepared for what hap- 
pened. To prove his system, Jerry Peterson and a 
highly-decorated SEAL Officer (and at 240, 100 
pounds heavier than Jerry) went toe-to-toe — but 
at half speed. To the Officer’s amazement he was 
instantly disabled and dropped to his knees. 

Only then did he realize — had he not been 
talked out of going full speed by others who knew 
the awesome power of Jerry Peterson's system, 
his false confidence in his martial arts training and 
in his sheer size advantage would have left him 
with an arm broken as easily as a match stick! 

In 5 short minutes these SEAL officers — men 
who had seen everything in the way of brutal fight- 


ing, and who had virtually unlimited budgets to 
develop the SEALS into the world’s best — were 
blown away by Jerry Peterson's Autokinematic™ 
fighting system. 

Officially Required SEAL Training 


Following a pilot program at Command head- 
quarters all SEALS began receiving this training. 
Still, hardheaded, cocky, non-believing SEALS, 
many with extensive martial arts backgrounds, con- 
stantly tested Jerry: 

L} SEALS are the most proficient combat swim- 
mers in the world. Yet 40-year-old Jerry (who 
wasn't a particularly good swimmer) “drowned” 
SEAL after SEAL in training. His scientific prin- 
ciples apply on any terrain. 

C3 SEALS are trained to run 20 miles in soft sand. 
But Jerry (who really wasn’t in great shape) had 
them gasping just 5 minutes into his first work- 
outs while he participated effortlessly. He used 
breathing techniques others had never seen (tech- 
niques he can teach you in minutes). 

QO} In Europe Jerry challenged a deployed SEAL pla- 
toon to pin him against a wall. All thought it a joke. 
Yet he escaped — from the grasp of 14 of the most 
proficient fighting men in the world (then showed it 
was no trick — simply physics, and easily learned). 

Today SEALS use all these scientific techniques 
and many more. Since 1989, Navy SEALS go 
through a minimum of 40 and up to 600 ngorous 
hours of Jerry Peterson’s training prior to deploy- 
ment (often in intense, 24-hour a day sessions). 

Top Government Officials Amazed 

His system was demonstrated to Navy Admi- 
rals, a 4-Star General, and Congressional leaders 
— as well as the Secretary of the Navy and the 
U.S. Secretary of Defense! 

Jerry was even called in prior to Desert Storm 
to brief the military on using Neural Offensive 
Linguistics™ (a comerstone of his system, it de- 
fines a mind set which eliminates all defensive 
thinking, allowing anyone, even you, to make in- 
stantaneously correct decisions in the midst of any 
hostile environment). 


Devastating Power Gives You 
An Unfair Advantage 

In his HCS video course Jerry Peterson intro- 
duced you to his revolutionary system. 

Now, with the publication of Jerry Peterson's 
SCAR-HCS Hand-To-Weapon fighting system, 
Jerry leads you into the never-before-seen world 
of brutal, no-holds-barred gun, knife and club fight- 
ing — material you've never seen (unless you were 
in elite Special Operation forces). 

You'll learn the same hand-to-weapon tech- 
niques, the same mental approaches, the same ‘kill’ 
sets Jerry developed for over 200 SEAL SCARS 
instructors. (These SCARS instructors now teach 
this system to all branches of the military Spec Op 
forces — Army, Navy and Air Force). 

You'll know how to defeat, seriously disable 
and, when necessary, kill anyone threatening your 
life or the life of a loved one or friend! 


Guaranteed To Work In Your Most 
Nightmarish Hostile Situation 


Everything in his system was proven in the most 
intense war lab of the past 30 years — Vietnam! 
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But this isn’t a 
course to impress 
friends at your Karate 
studio. The Instructor 
Qualification Series is 
Jerry Peterson’s com- 
plete professional 
fighting system. 

And professional 
fighting has but one \, 
objective: to defeat an i 
attacker incredibly 
fast. In 29 years 
Jerry’s longest fight 
lasted but 5 seconds! 

This system is only for those who need a pow- 
erful yet amazingly simple system (simple because 
it’s based on quickly-mastered scientific principles 
not a difficult art form) to protect them in life- 
threatening situations. 

No Navy SEAL has ever lost in hand-to-hand 
combat when correctly applying Jerry’s system! 
And they never will (nor will you) because ... his 
system is undefeatable! 


This Totally Integrated System Enables 
You To Destroy Any Attacker — 
With Absolutely No Fear Or Hesitation! 

Cheap imitators advertise fighter after fighter 
after fighter —- a hodgepodge of unrelated, nonsci- 
entific moves. Now they even lie, hoping to con you 
into believing SEALS would lose to these guys. But 
they know. No one beats a Peterson-trained SEAL. 

These ‘wanna-bes’ teach one move if an attacker 
swings a fist at you, another if he’s got a knife. 

But Jerry Peterson’s scientific system teaches 
you why you MUST use the exact same techniques 
— with a weapon or without! What everyone else 
teaches is wrong. Just ask the SEALS! 

The imitators claim they've trained Navy 
SEALS. But Jerry Peterson is the sole creator of 
the official hand-to-hand and hand-to-weapon com- 
bat fighting system used by the SEALS today. 

He’s the only civilian with a Naval Special 
Warfare course number (SCARS-CFC# K-431- 
0096) plus a new $2.5 million military facility 
predicated solely on his SCARS training. 

The Navy SEAL ‘wanna-be’ trainers? They've 
got nothing — no official status, no course number. 
Free Special Report Reveals 
GUN And KNIFE Fighting Secrets 

Jerry Peterson's system is brutal. It has to be. 
Yet it’s surprisingly easy to leam. It requires NO 
athletic ability, NO speed, NO conditioning. 

And because his videos offer an unprecedented 
3 camera angles (including a new overhead shot), 
you can learn this scientific system in just days; 
specific techniques often in just minutes. 

Jerry has created a Free special report reveal- 
ing the amazing details about his scientific weap- 
ons fighting system — the system which has made 
the Navy SEALS an ynpdefeatable fighting force. 


It’s easy to get your free copy. Just call 


1-800-600-1420 


24-hours for a Free recorded message to get your 
Free report. _ International, call 602-921-8533. 
© Cupyright 1996 Chartion & Co., inc. 
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Official SEAL SCARS-CFC 
Creator Jerry Peterson 


13 


Washington State Faces 
Gun Registration 


Washington gun owners face an onerous proposal this fall 


which, if it isn’t stopped in the Evergreen State, could spawn 


dozens of similar initiatives across the country. 

Initiative 676 would require every handgun owner in 
Washington to take an eight-hour safety course and/or pass an 
equivalency test, then purchase a $25 “Handgun Safety License’’ 
in order to legally retain their handguns. Sponsors of the measure 
say it’s a child safety program but buried in the 3,000-word ini- 
tiative are provisions for handgun confiscation, owner registra- 
tion and a section that allows police access to a gun owner’s 
medical history. 

The National Rifle Association Board of Directors, spurred by 
an appeal from Directors Irv Benzion and Dave Workman (both 
Washington residents), vote unanimously to use whatever 
resources necessary to beat 1-676. 

Workman warned his colleagues, “It’s better to fight the barbar- 
ijans on the outskirts of the realm (in this case, Washington State), 
than to wait until they’re at the castle gate (Washington, D.C.).” 

Opposition to I-676 is lead by an umbrella group, 
Washington Citizens Against Regulatory Excess (WeCARE). 
They’re getting plenty of high-profile support from major law- 
enforcement groups in the state. 

Lining up against 1-676 are the Washington State Council of 
Police Officers, Washington State Law Enforcement Firearms 
Instructors Association (unanimous), the Everett Police Officers 
Association (unanimous), Deputy Sheriff’s Guilds in Chelan, 
Clark, Douglas, Okanogan and Pierce counties, the Northwest 
Region Border Patrol] Council, and individual top cops. Spokane 
Police Chief Terry Mangan, Snohomish County Sheriff Rick Bart 
and Grant County Sheriff Bill Wiester are on the WeCARE 
Advisory Council, and Thurston County Sheriff Gary Edwards has 





also announced his opposition. At the national level, the Law 
Enforcement Alliance of America and American Federation of 
Police also oppose the initiative. 

With that much law-enforcement opposition, I-676 supporters 
refused to publicly debate their issue before a state Senate panel in 
mid-September. Instead, they remained outside the hearing room, 
alleging that the hearing was unfairly rigged by Chairwoman Sen. 
Pam Roach (R-Auburn). 

The WeCARE effort is spearheaded by retired Marine Joe 
Waldron, considered by many in the gun-rights movement to be one 
of the more effective — and credible — lobbyists in Washington’s 
capitol, Olympia. 

Waldron noted that I-676 would require creation of a large new 
handgun-owner licensing bureaucracy within the  state’s 
Department of Licensing. It would cost taxpayers millions of dol- 
lars, he’s contended. 

If passed, I-676 would require trigger locks to accompany every 
handgun sold or “otherwise transferred” although it does not actu- 
ally mandate that the locks be used. Other tenets of the measure that 
alarm gun owners: 

—tThe initiative allows police to seize handguns from unli- 
censed individuals. Since Washington is a community property 
state, spouses of handgun owners would also have to be trained and 
licensed, or face penalties if, for example, they have a handgun in 
the home when the actual gun owner is away. 

—I-676 may be unconstitutional under Article 1, Section 24 
of the State Constitution, which reads: “The right of the individ- 
ual citizen to bear arms in defense of himself and the state shall 
not be impaired, but nothing in this section shall be construed as 
authorizing individuals or corporations to organize, maintain or 
employ an armed body of men.’’ The U.S. Supreme Court has 
already held that it is unconstitutional to require citizens to pay 
fees before they exercise a constitutional right. 

—Handgun owners would surrender their privacy rights, so 
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police could access their records on-line. 

—A first violation is a misdemeanor. 
All subsequent violations are Class C 
felonies. —Dave Workman 





BOGUS BOUNTY HUNTERS 


On 31 August, the national press was 
awash with the story of a pre-dawn 
“bounty hunter raid gone bad” in 
Phoenix, Ariz., resulting in the murder of 
an innocent couple as they slept. 

As expected, there has been an imme- 
diate hue and cry from the press and 
many politicians, damning the bail- 
enforcement profession and demanding 
nothing short of a national public lynch- 
ing of all “bounty hunters.” 

From the beginning, this case bore 
the signature more of a home-invasion 
robbery than a bounty-hunter operation. For one thing, no bail- 
enforcement agents I know of wear black ski masks and carry 
rifles. Nor, do they tie women and kids up with flex-ties and beat 
them with Mag-Lites. Nor, do they search for DWI bail-jumpers 
— armed with five-year-old, rescinded bench warrants — in a res- 
idence where there was no evidence the subject (or even anyone 
he knew) had ever been. And these points only scratch the surface. 

As Soldier Of Fortune digs into this case we find that one of 
the leaders of the “bounty hunters” who blew the heads off the 
innocent couple in their bed, one Michael Sanders, has, for the 
past 10 years, actually been a paid snitch for the FBI, BATF, 
DEA, Phoenix Police Department and the Maricopa County 
Attorney’s Office; and whom, while in their various and collec- 





) 


INTERPOL “/Ru 


7 



















gelPhota Ww cart 


2 for $25.00 


Leatherfob 
21/4" X 14/2" 


4038 POWERLINE ROAD 
FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 33309 USA 


| (954)568-1480 








A ape set $100.0 


MAXSELL CORPORATION 


S@E us on the Internel at www.maxsell.com 


- 


ert) 
ze ten 77a 


” ALTA Fong ” 
WL ue” 


| tive employ, has committed numerous crimes, to include armed 
robbery — while his handlers looked the other way. In fact, one 
local attorney even claims to have in his possession a videotape 
showing Sanders plotting with FBI agents to kidnap a man in 
Mexico who is wanted for the shooting of a Phoenix police offi- 
cer. Further, other lawyers say they have evidence of an FBI 
agent committing perjury and the County Attorney’s Office 
withholding exculpatory evidence — all to protect their snitch, 
Sanders. 

As more facts pointing away from “bounty hunters” 
emerge in this case, we are seeing the national media drop 
coverage like a hot potato. Soldier Of Fortune will continue to 
dig. Stay tuned. — Richard L. Sherrow ® 
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hile repressive gun-control laws that would be totally 
abhorrent to U.S. gun owners have been in effect for 
many years in the Republic of South Africa, South 
Africans have never viewed sound suppressors as the sinister dead- 
ly devices that they have been perceived to be in the United States. 


In South Africa they are not considered to be 
firearms. They carry no serial numbers and no 
license or registration is required to own one. They 
are used for hunting and culling game, indoor tar- 
get shooting, by those with sensitive hearing, 
teaching young shooters (sound suppressors can 
reduce recoil by up to 75%), for more rapid target 
reacquisition in long range shooting and as an 
accuracy enhancer. 

Without doubt, Gavin Smith (GMS 
Suppressors, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 30485, Tokai 
7966, Cape Town, Republic of South Africa; 
phone and fax: 27-21-702-2141) is South Africa’s 
premier sound-suppressor designer. Starting 
developmental work in 1985, Smith, who is qual- 
ified as both a tool maker and gunsmith, com- 
menced full-time work in the design and manu- 
facture of sound suppressors in 1990. 

Smith has designed a substantial number of 
both muzzle type and integral sound suppressors 
for a much larger array of weapon types and cal- 
ibers than U.S. designers. Smith’s .22 LR muzzle 
units are maintenance-free for about 5,000 
rounds. Filling the unit with diesel fuel and letting 
it set for two or three days will loosen the built up 
fouling. While caliber .22 LR integral sound sup- 
pressors are available for the Browning semiauto 
and Ruger 10/22 rifles and the Ruger Mark I and 
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(above) South African GMS SRLB 
sound suppressor attached to a 
Glock Modei 19. Lower portion of 
the unit is a gas expansion and 
recoil chamber, which provides 
the reservoir of gas required to 
reliably cycle the pistol. (below) 
Gavin Smith .22 LR muzzie-type 
sound suppressor attached to a 
Beretta Model 950B .22 Short rim- 
fire pocket pistol. 


+ 
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As an empty case spins out of 
the ejection port of a Micro UZI 
submachine gun, back pressure 
caused by a South African GMS 
sound suppressor forces propel- 
lant gases out of the ejection 
port as well. 


II pistols, Smith offers muzzle units 
for bolt-action rifles such as the 
Brno, Remington, Marlin and 
Krico and pistols like the Beretta 
Model 71 and Walther PPK. 

Smith makes 9mm Parabellum 
sound suppressors for the Micro 
UZI pistol, Heckler & Koch SP89, 
Glock Models 17 and 19, 
Browning High Power, Czech 
CZ75, SIG P210, Ruger P85 and 
numerous others. He has also 
designed a “can” for the caliber 
.40 S&W Glock Models 22 and 23 
(a caliber just now becoming pop- 
ular in South Africa). Caliber 


5.56x45mm sound suppressors are available for the Colt AR15, 
Ruger Mini-14 (both integral and muzzle types) and the South 
African R4, R5 and R6 series of assault rifles. Other rifle calibers 
for which Smith can supply sound suppressors include 
7.62x5i1mm (.308 Winchester), .303 British, .22-250, .243, .30-06, 


7x57mm, 7mm Remington Magnum and .300 


_ Winchester Magnum. Fully 90% of Smith’s cen- 


terfire rifle sound suppressors are used for game 
culling operations. Smith also produces sound 
suppressors for 12-gauge shotguns, .45 ACP 
units mostly for M1911-type pistols, but also for 
the SIG-Sauer P225 and the MAC10, and a wide 
variety of .32 ACP (7.65mm) and .380 ACP 
(9mm Kurz) pistols. 

Most of Smith’s sound suppressors are made 
with 304 stainless-steel bodies, with the exception 
of his innovative SRLB sound suppressor. Those 
with steel bodies are available polished, bead 
blasted or with a heat-resistant black paint finish. 
The .22 LR units are built with a rear expansion 
chamber followed by six aluminum spacers (three 
of one dimension, three of another) between seven 
stamped steel, cadmium-plated baffles. A similar 
design is used for centerfire rifle suppressors, 
except that some of the baffles are ported (to avoid 
the gas-relief valve found on early Vietnam-era 
Sionics sound suppressors). The .22 LR baffles are 
flat; the centerfire rifle baffles are cone-shaped. 
The number of baffles varies in the centerfire 
models. Smith’s submachine gun sound suppres- 
sors also include wire-mesh cages. The mesh 
cages help cool the large volumes of gas generat- 
ed by full-auto burst sequences. Smith does not 
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believe in porting the barrels on his integral 
sound suppressor units, as this requires the 
use of high-velocity ammunition since the 
power loss is too great if subsonic ammuni- 
tion is fired through a ported barrel. 

By far Smith’s most innovative sound 
suppressor is a muzzle-type unit for pistols 
called the SRLB (Short Recoil Locked 
Breech). The housing for this unusual sup- 
pressor was originally machined from alu- 
minum bar stock. It is now injection-mold- 
ed from Nylon 6, a tough but flexible syn- 
thetic. This further decreases the weight and 
reduces the sound pressure level, as the alu- 
minum body resonated slightly (picked up a 
“ping”’), while the Nylon 6 body does not. 

Offset so that it does not interfere with 
the pistol’s sights, the SRLB suppressor fea- 
tures four chambers on top with four alu- 
minum spacers and four rubber wipes. The 
unit is supplied with three sets of wipes, 
which are good for a total of 300 rounds. 
Each set costs about US$1.70. There is a 
steel-adapter bushing to the rear of this 
chamber into which the threaded barrel 
muzzle goes. Underneath this is a gas expan- 
sion and recoil chamber, which provides the 
reservoir of gas required to reliably cycle the 
pistol. With an overall length of 4.3 inches 
(110 mm), a height of 2.2 inches (56 mm) 
and a width of 1.2 inches (30 mm), the 
SRLB weighs only 4.8 ounces (135 grams). 
When attached to a Glock Model 19, the 
SRLB sound suppressor wil] drop the sound 
pressure level by an average of 29 dB. 

Smith’s sound suppressor for caliber 
7.62x51mm bolt-action rifles has an overall 
length of 11.8 inches (300 mm), a diameter 
of 1.6 inches (40 mm) and weigh only 1.9 
pounds (850 grams). When attached to a 
Sako nifle firing subsonic ammunition it 
will reduce the sound pressure level by 31 
dB. An early Dater suppressor in this caliber 
weighs 3.5 pounds. Smith’s_ caliber 
5.56x45mm suppressor will reduce the 
sound pressure level by 33 dB when fitted 
to a Sako bolt-action rifle firing standard 
military ball. 

Smith’s .22 LR pistol muzzle unit has 
an overall length of 6.5 (165 mm) inches 
with a diameter of 1.1 inches (28 mm) and 
weighs about 6.4 ounces (180 grams). 
When attached to a Walther PPK firing 
Ely subsonic ammunition, this sound sup- 
pressor will reduce the sound pressure 
level by about 30 dB. 
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In the United States, sound suppressors | 


have never been a real factor in criminal 
activities. They became stigmatized as sinis- 
ter devices as a direct consequence of the 
NRA’s attempt to prevent handgun registra- 
tion in 1934 and offer, instead, restrictions on 
so-called “gangster” weapons such as 
machine guns, short-barreled shotguns and 
rifles and “silencers.” That sound suppressors 
continue to be viewed as fnghtening tools of 
the assassin is largely a result of Hollywood 
movies, the mainstream left-of-center media 
and, of course, anti-gun politicians. A pity, as 
throughout the rest of the world they are 
largely considered to be no more offensive 
than lawnmower mufflers. 3 


DECEMBER 1997 ® SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 





Knives 
The U.S.M.C. 
Fighting/Utility Knife 


New Serrated Edge 












* Oval handle 
constructed of 
compacted leather 
disks, smoothed 
and polished. 






« Powdered metal 
butt cap, shaped 
carbon steel guard, 
both powder 
coated. 



























e 2" long, 

triple peaked 
serrated 

edge. 








¢ High-Carbon 
Steel Blade, black 
epoxy powder coated, 
hand honed edge, 
HRC 56-58. 






¢ BLADE EDGE OPTIONS: 
KA-BAR now offers the 
famous U.S.M.C. Fighting/Utility 
knife in two edge options, 
serrated (pictured above) and 
the original straight edge. 
Brown cowhide sheath-with 
U.S.M.C. crest- included. 










11 7/8" 
overall 
. length 












KA-BAR Knives, Inc. 
An Alcas Company 


} 1125 E. State Street, Olean, N.Y. 14760 
1-800-282-0130 © www.ka-bar.com 













A MUST for ALL switchblade fans! 
¢Packed with FIRST-CLASS photos 


Maintenance & repair tips 
¢Free classified ads 


Sources for ALL automatic knives! 
@ Rare and scarce antiques. 
@4merican-ltalian-German 
@ High-Tech production models. 

The LATEST trends 


@ Exotic handcrafted customs. , . , 
¢ Informative articles and features 
thenewsletter.com Now in our SIXTH YEAR! 











| 
I 
ery 
- 


: —_— 


TO ORDER YOURS. ‘Send $10. for a single issue or $30 
[$38. Foreign] for a one-year (4 issue) subscnption to. 
THE NEWSLETTER 
2269 Chestnut St., Suite 212A 
Sao Francisco, CA 94123. 1 SA! 



















For 24hr. information call: 415-664-2105 








17 









me - 
tl ee ee 
































: RUSSIA 
Quieter, deadlier: Nuclear-submarine fleet escaping budget crunch. | 
Best captains are retained; modernization — of variants in classes 
Akula, Delta, Oscar, Typhoon, and Victor — continues; and construction 
of next-generation attack and ballistic-missile subs proceeds. Russian 
| Subs now only 1/3 as noisy as a decade ago, U.S. analysts report. @ 
Playing hardball: Moscow is warned by Washington (responding to 
lsrael’s fears) not to proceed with deal to upgrade Syria’s 2,000 T-55 
tanks (to T-72 level), nearly 1,000 BMP-2s, and 40 MiG-29s. Diplomats 
} threaten cut in U.S. financial aid to Russia. (Syria already deploys first 
4 installment of 200 Urkaine-upgraded T-55s tn forward positions near tense | 
Golan Heights.) @ President Yeltsin authorizes major reorganization of 
State-owned arms exporter, Rosvooruzhenie, to improve competitive- 
ness. Russian arms sales are expected to bring in $4 billion this year. 


UNITED STATES 

Good for the economy: America once again is top arms supplier to 
developing countries; in 1996, sold $7.2 billion, compared to 
Russia’s $3.9 billion — U.S. congressional researchers. Responding 
to defense industries’ lobbying and Peru’s purchase of Russian MiG- 
29s, White House will allow advanced-weapons sales in Latin 
America on “case-by-case” basis. Several countries want F-16s. © [im 
Unwanted downsizing: Air Force’s pilot retention drops to only 32% | 
(of those eligible for re-up) so far this year. Last year, 498 pilots left; [i 
as of this August, 626 had left (likely for better-paying, less-stressful 
airlines). Biggest pilot shortages in fighters and C-130s. @ Defense fi” 
Special Weapons Agency acknowledges nuclear weapons remain F 3 
viable options for special targets, such as use of newest penetrating 
munition against underground NBC facilities. @¢ Hercules on water? ny 
| Money crunch endangers Navy’s plan to equip some C-130 trans- pe" 
ports with 87-foot pontoons for amphibious landings. © Theater A 

High Altitude Area Defense missile suffers more test failures. Project 
will increase by $1.4 billion to $7.7 billion; Army deployment delayed 
i by 2 years, to 2006. 















































. | SOUTH AFRICA 

4) Truth emerges: Bright flash off coast, spotted 

| by U.S. satellite in Sept. 79, was a nuclear- 

weapons test, Mandela government admits. 

(Carter administration readily accepted 
Ses} Pretoria’s denial at that time.) 










KENYA 
Anti-government violence: In late-summer rioting, 
mob torches police station in seaport Mombasa; 6 
cops and 7 civilians die. Army intervenes as dozens 
of houses and hundreds of vendors’ stands are 
burned; 40 more die before riots are quelled. Police 
conduct house-to-house search for weapons. 
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BRUNEI 

The Sultan’s 2,000-man (paramilitary) 
Gurkha Reserve Unit, of former British 
soldiers from Nepal, is disarmed — | 
reportedly for disciplinary reasons — and | 
11 Gurkha officers fired. The unit guards 
governmental buildings, is outside Brunei 
military authority, and is viewed as the 
Sultan’s private, anti-coup force. 





| IRAN 
Isiamic drug smuggling? Revolu- 
tionary Guards Corps conducts 
# large live-fire exercises near border 
with southwestern Afghanistan — 
thinly veiled warnings to Kabul’s 
ultra-fundamentalist faliban. Tehran 
accuses Taliban movement of | 
exporting large quantities of opium 
to finance its ongoing civil war. 






















rt ISRAEL 

Escalation in the Zone: Heliborne 
commando unit Fgoz, volunteers 
from army’s elite Golani Brigade, 
successfully ambushes several 
Hezbollah squads infiltrating into 
south Lebanon “security zone” 
(buffer to northern Israel). Hezbollah 
then resumes heavy use of Katyusha 
— and possibly longer-range — 
rockets, heavy mortars, and roadside 
bombs against Israelis and South 
Lebanon Army (lsraeli-funded mili- 
tia). Meanwhile, Israeli air force and 
SLA gunners pound suspected guer- | 
rilla sites in Lebanon, causing some 
civilian casualties. 










Media ban: Military personnel are 
ordered to avoid all contact with 
news media after national maga- 
zine publishes expose on relations 
between army officers and drug 
traffickers. Reporters banned from 
bases. @ Analysts estimate Mexican 
drug profits at $15 billion annually: 
5% of gross domestic product. 










Panama and Washington negotiate the cre- 
ation of a civilian-run “Multilateral Counter- 
narcotics Center” at Howard AFB for intel and 
=) communication activities supporting Latin 

| American drug interdiction. 










i effort, the new government 
and police here appear to be 
about as brutal and corrupt 
as their predecessors, ob- 
servers report. 





my CHINA 

Final solution: Government has executed 
more people, since 1990, than all other nations 
combined, Amnesty International reports. © 
Old school vs. New: Ideological dispute rages 
in highest echelons of Communist party over 
nation’s direction: “capitalist” faction wants 
free-market economy, while “socialist” wants 
state-directed economy. (Neither advocates 





relaxation of personal and political freedoms, 
however.) @ Surprise, surprise: Hong Kong’s | 
Beijing-appointed governor announces new 
election plan: 2/3 of legislature will be picked 
by business and professional groups — not by 
citizens’ vote. Beijing tells London to halt pub- 
lic criticism of its actions in Hong Kong. 


rt 


New era: Following successful German participation in 
Bosnia and Albania peacekeeping, Bundeswehr sends 75 
Jaeger (ranger) troops to joint infantry training at French 

| commando schoo! in Gabon — first German deployment 

} in Africa since WWII. @ Weeding out the bad: Defense 
minister wants new procedures barring neo-Nazi and 
racist recruits. New legislation would allow greater scruti- 
ny of recruits’ criminal records. (Such concern not 
unique to Germany: At Fort Lewis, Wash., soldiers are 
examined for hate-group tattoos.) 





rr CONGO 
Regional peacekeeping? Fighting in capital Brazzaville and in 
north between government troops and rebels (only months 


after French troops evacuated foreigners) sparks plan for inter- 
vention. President Kabila of Democratic Republic of Congo 
(formerly Zaire) offers mediation, proposes peacekeeping force 
of troops from DRC, Angola (itself drifting back to civil war), 
Burundi, Central African Republic, Chad, Rwanda, and Uganda. 
7 Presidents of Uganda and Rwanda reportedly agree. 








| PAKISTAN | 

Major artillery duels and almost 

daily small-arms clashes with 
} Indian army along disputed bound- 
j aries of northern state of Jammu 
} and Kashmir threaten ongoing 
} peace talks and raise specter of 
y another war. 








New priorities: New Socialist 


government plans defense- 


f budget cuts of 10% despite 


warnings by defense minister 


i of decreased military and mili- 
} tary-industrial 


effectiveness. 
Paris to reduce troop strength 
in Africa, now around 8,500, to 
5,000 within 3 years. Two bases 
in Central African Republic will 
be closed (although capital’s 
airport to remain staffed), while 
bases in Chad, Djibouti, Gabon, 
Ivory Coast, and Senegal will 
remain open. 





| Same as the old boss ... 
‘Despite the U.N.’s protracted 


(and U.S.-led) peacekeeping 





er 20,000 troops to protect oil infrastructure. 


COLOMBIA 
Complicated situation: United Nations warns that } 
peasant self-defense groups, formed against left- § 


} wing guerrillas (who increasingly are involved in | 


drug trafficking), might have links to right-wing 
death squads. ¢ State-owned oil company cannot 
meet export contracts this year because of continu- 
al sabotage of its 480-mile main pipeline by ELV 
and FAAC guerrillas. Army reportedly needs anoth- 
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ARGENTINA 
Federal police create special unit to investigate 
acts of possibly international terrorism, such as 


1 1994’s bombing of Jewish cultural center (in 


which 85 died) and 1992 attack on Israeli 
f embassy. Neither crime has been solved, 
prompting criticism of government by local 
Jewish leaders. 








World Sitrep is compiled in part from the biweekly 
newsletter For Your Eyes Only: An Open Intelligence 
Summary of Current Military Affairs. Published by 
Tiger Publications {P.0. Box 8759, Dept. SOF, 
Amarillo, Texas 79114-8759); subscriptions are $70 
per year (26 issues), $74.38 in Texas. Sample issue 
available for $3. Those interested in world intel are 
encouraged to subscribe. 
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» rolled out of my bunk at 1000 with a 
headache from last night’s party. We 
had toasted a pilot who was rotating 

by back to the “world,” having made it 
through one year — and 200 missions. 

He would leave behind Marine Air 
Group 13 and the whirling sands of Chu 
Lai, South Vietnam. That'll be me in two 
months, I thought, lighting a cigarette, if I 
can maintain my plan of one takeoff and 
one landing for each mission! My backseat 
radar operator, Johnnie “Cool” liked to say 
of me, “‘the Goose’ will keep you loose.” 
Yeah, hopefully not that loose. 

My mission, Lovebug 026, was sched- 
uled for a 1200 take off. 

No sweat, I’ll pick up “Cool” and a 
sandwich on the way out. The “Bear,” a 
huge, hirsute Marine, would be on my wing 
today. The situation sometimes got hairy. 
That’s why I brought him along. 

We went through briefing and walked to 
the hangar to suit up: G-suit, torso harness 
and survival vest. I could do it in my sleep. 
Some days IJ did. Picking up helmets, oxy- 
gen masks and knee boards, we headed out 
to the aircraft. The Phantom was suiting up, 
too, with wing tanks, missiles and twelve 
500-pound bombs. Somebody was going 
to have a real nasty day. 
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We strapped in and cranked up. “Cool” 
made the call to taxi and we tooled out of 
the revetments to rendezvous with “Bear” at 
the runway. We went down our takeoff 
checklists quickly, but carefully. “Bear” 
shot me a thumbs up and I added power, 
moving the 25 tons of terror onto the run- 
way centerline. 

I held the brakes momentarily and ran 
the engine to 80% power. 

The F-4 shuddered under its own awe- 
some power, straining to get free. Checking 
the engine gauges, I let it go, up into after- 
burner. In seconds we were airborne. I lifted 
the landing gear handle and felt the thunk of 
each wheel lock into place. I pulled the flaps 
up and we began to haul ass. 

Then, the unthinkable: Fire. warning 
lights from both engines lit up big and bright! 
No wimpy bulb flickers here, and not one but 
both engines. A cold knot tightened my gut 
as a wave of adrenaline kicked in. I radioed 
“Cool” with a voice an octave higher than 
my own, “Johnnie, we’ve got fire on both 
sides, no smoke that J can see. I’m going to 
dump everything in the water and try for run- 
way one-niner!” “Cool” concurred and 
relayed our intentions to the tower. 

I had immediately pulled the throttles 
out of afterburner, keeping enough power 





by Jeff Nelson 


on to fly but trying not to feed the fire. I 
hung a 90-degree turn toward the ocean 7 
miles away and leveled off at 1,500 feet. 
Both generators were coming off line, mak- 
ing the F-4 a screaming bitch to fly. 

“Bear” arrived on station and reported 
fire coming from the aircraft’s belly. We 
were in deep shit. I couldn’t control and the 
18,000 pounds of fuel could blow. 

I yelled something to “Cool” I’d hoped I’d 
never have to say: “You’d better get out, 
Johnnie!” There was no hesitation, he knew it 
was time. I watched in my mirror as he 
reached over his head, yanked down the ejec- 
tion ring and exploded out of the aircraft. A 
350-knot gale crashed into the empty cockpit, 
shooting stinging sand and debris off the deck 
into my face and neck. Time to split. I yanked 
the D-ring and ejected cleanly from the crip- 
pled, spastic F-4; the violent explosion 
beneath my seat and incredible Gs of force 
ripping me from the cockpit, and blacking me 


courtesy Jeff Nelson 





Part of “strapping in” is to make certain 
your ejection seat is armed. (top inset) | 
make a 90-degree turn toward the ocean 
to jettison my tanks and bombs. 





out, a big-time difference from that piss-ant 
little “training seat’ back at Pensacola. 

I came to almost immediately, tum- 
bling in the seat as my parachute, filling 
with air, jerked me into space. The open- 
ing shock slammed my chin against my 
chest sending a fiery shot of pain down 
my spine and into my legs. 

Very suddenly, there was_ silence. 
Unbelievable silence. My senses caught up 
with me hanging there in my chute, my 
body and mind peaceful, almost restful, 
until I spotted my beloved Phantom burning 
in its death throes far in the distance. 

I guessed I was now below a thousand 


Continued on page 71 
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e Shirt Pocket Size. 

e Top Grain Cowhide 
Leather. 

e Has 8 Picks, Tension 
Wrenchs and Broken Key 
Extractor. 


LOCKAID 


Specifically designed to pick 
tumbler locks. Designed over thirty 
years ago to aid law enforcement agencies. 
Consists of tension wrench, three needles and 
Lockaid “Gun.” Prices include a copy of the book 
“Lockpicking Simplified.” 





Lockaid $69.95 ° All Picks with Metal 
Handles. 
MN © Copy of Lockpicking Simplified. 
PIX MODEL 13 PXP 8 $24.95 
This deluxe yet compact kit {| || {1 i | LI 
features 11 of the most commonly 
used tools. Comes in a slim cowhide leather case — PXP 10 


Jui 
e Shirt Pocket Size. i 
© Top Grain: Cowhide Leather. Y a 
° Has 13 Picks, Tension Wrenchs and Broken Key 


Extractor. 
e All Picks with Metal Handles. 


for discreet undercover operatives. As a a 
special bonus, a 5-piece set of warded 
picks is Included. A 16-piece set total. 

Also included, a copy of “Lockpicking 
Simplified.” Receive all this at a low price of 





Pix 13 $42.95 © Copy of Lockpicking Simplified. 
_ PXP 10 $34.95 

Lockpicking Simplified $8.50 g Safe & Vault manipulation $9.95 
Complete Guide to Lockpicking $15.00 & How to Pick Pins & Wafers $9.95 
Improvised Lock Picks $9.95 oS Combination Locks $8.00 
Tubular Locks $8.95 Keys by Impressioning $8.00 
Lockout and forced entry $11.95 © Key Casting Manual $8.95 
Involuntary Repression $10.95 g Locks, Picks, Clicks - $10.00 


SESAMEE DECODER 

This tool was designed to decode the exact 
combination of a sesamee padlock without 
damaging the lock. Detailed instruction included. 


ea $17.95 





ESP-13 YY A 


This handy new pick set is the most popular set among 
professional locksmiths today. This kit consists of 12 
different tools housed in a handsome black leather case 
designed for a shirt pocket. Included in the price, you 
areceive a 5-piece warded key set and a copy of 
“Lockpicking Simplified.” 17-ptece set total. 


ESP-13 $45.95 
MINI PICK TUBULAR 


The most effective tubular pick on the market, unlike the larger picks with long 





easy breakage. 
ee ee ee eee ee 


DOUBLE SIDED DISK TUMBLER PICKS 


Set of 4 picks designed to be used on the most popular double- 


sided disc tumbler, showcase, cam and padiocks. 

$29.95 SCHLAGE WAFER 
The most fantastic tool you will 

ever use. This set consists of two 









structions included. 


$29.95 





The best single tool for most pin tumbler locks - Opens many locks in seconds 
High quality aluminum construction » Used by locksmiths worldwide 


E100C (3 volt) ........0...0- fiche te 


Catalog $3.00 — Free with order. 
Allow three weeks delivery 
on Personal Check Orders. 
Money orders ship same day 
received. 
All major credit cards 
accepted. 
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Professional Locksmithing Tools 


i Zippered Case, 


base keys and pick. Complete in- 


P.O. Box 68, Dept. SF12, Dexter, OR 97431; (541)726-6360 
Web Address: www.gun-room.com 





PIX-EZ , 
All-in-One 
Pick-Set 


100% American Made! 

As convenient to carry 

and use as a pocket knife! 
Only 4 inches tong, half inch square, weighs under five 
ounces, works fast and opens pin and water tumbler 
locks quickly, with very little effort. Six tempered spring 
steel picks, tension wrench. $34.95 


bye 


WKS PICKS 

Made of the finest blue tempered 

spring steel, this S-piece padlock 

pick-set is a must in every lock- 

smiths’ tool box. This set will pick open most 
every warded padlock made today. $9.95 


MONTHLY SPECIAL 


RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 
INCLUDES — 5 ITEMS 
1-MD-16 DELUXE SET oo eccessccccseseseneesees 








1-SCHALGE WAFER SET 00... ce ccsecscesescecees a . 
1-SESAMEE DECODER ............ cc cccecccsscsseeere $17.95 
TSWKS PICKS. .........ccccsccscsocossccsssssencssesensnonserssers $ 9.05 
1-DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS ............. $29.95 

A VALUE OF $147.75 


AT A LOW PRICE OF $89.95 


MD16 

Shirt Pocket Size, Top Grain 
Cowhide Leather, Zippered 
Case, has 16 Picks, Tension 
Wrenches and Broken Key 
Extractor. 


$59.95 





‘MD32 


Hip Pocket Size, 
Top Grain 
Cowhide Leather, 


has 32 picks, tf 
Tension Wrenches, = 
Broken Key 
Extractor. 
$69.95 








Top Grain Cowhide Leather, Zippered Case, 
has 60 picks, Tension Wrenches, Broken Key 


Extractor and Warded Master Keys. $109.95 
Ered ria Send to 
urd: 

rade ingoodiaith, steve Arnolds 

without make Gun Room 
believe or fraud by : 

genuine persons Postage & handling 

within this industry $6.00 

Overseas postage add 

30%. of total. 

Must be 18 years 

of age 
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DUNCAN LONG 


ASSAULT 
PI 


RIELES AND 
SU BM ACHINE 
GUNS 


The oe Greatest Gun Book 


Gun Digest 
Dic eng ge’ 1S 





04712 aia 3160+ $19.95 7187 $39.95 38714 $39.95 3640 $04.98 95 4085 $21.95 











U:8. ‘MARINES 


Close-Quarters 


Cod (MARINE 
cmd GSNIBER) 


NRA it Se 





31114 $14.95x 1305 $12.95 1289 $18.95 4283 $24.00 4309 $27.95 4077+ $15.00 0117+ $17.95x 4127 $11.95 


The 
~ S. Special Forces 
Physical Conditioning 
Program 


QGETS 
TOUGH! 


Nothing to Buy bt Ths Book! 
PE Ty pei 7 


PURO e 
awa 


FROM DA NANG TO THE DM? 
Marine Corps Cina 1965 1974 

EmARD aR A 1 EE CD 
0125 $22.95 1040 $23.00 





me i 


0943 $17.95x 4374 $29, 95 1222 $18: 95X 1487- 9999 $29.95 








$9.95x a ” $29, 95 





iad 
2170 


Pabay re Dis kere 
draenei 
‘ fe is 


1 RNG 
SNIPER 


$24.00 0083 $2750 2451  $19.05x 





4291 $1 9,95x 4366 $19. 95x rT 41 $1 9.95x 0893-9999" $75. 00 
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0653 $24.95 4135 $2995 3491 © $24.95x 2410 $29.95 4598+ 
It’s time to update your (RS TD 
: : Pe ae Bo 
shooting library with ee wy 


HANDGUNS ‘98. 
The complete report on over Pedal! 
1000 handguns now available in bed Salt 
the U.S.(with photos) is yours 
FREE when you join 
The Military Book Club”. 


(UE SOCAN waae 
GE Auttiess 
i eee OMMAEDOS (he iteaw 





Skorzeny’s 


SPECIAL MISSIONS 
ay a 


Wes Ws 
COMBAT, 
SHOTGUNS 


CO 


loll 









TET hue’ ==4 8 §6«64f ie SI | ees 
4432 $27.50 1230 $21.95 1347 $34.95 0463 $17.95x 395 $24.95 $24.95 2444 $60.00 


6 REASONS TO JOIN NOW: 1. Joining is easy. start with [FFE = 7] MAILTO: The Military Book Club” 2306 Please write book -@ 
HANDGUNS '98—FREE. Then choose 3 more books for 98¢. Your bill A | A Dy 6550 East 30th Street numbers here: If you 
(including shipping and handling) will come when membership is confirmed. |}F ij , P.O. Box 6357 already own the FREE 


2. Your satisfaction is guaranteed. If you’re not happy with your 3 books, |BQaKk CLUE ** Indianapolis, IN 46206-6357 book offered, you may 
return them within 10 days at our expense. Your membership will be canceled; « i choose a different one. 
you'll owe nothing. The FREE BOOK is yours to keep. 3. Save up to 40% += I YES! Please enroll me in The Military Book Club? according ae a the 
off publishers’ hardcover edition prices. Just pick at least 4 more books at | to the risk-free membership plan described in this ad. Seno me ae sabes ie 
our regular low prices during your membership. Take up to 2 years! Then you HANDGUNS ‘98, FREE, plus the 3 BOOKS I’ve indicated. book you prefer. 
may resign any time. 4. Extra bonus! Take a 4th book now for $4.99, plus 


Bill me just 98¢, plus shipping and handling. FREE BOOK #1164 
shipping and handling, and reduce your membership agreement to SAVE EVEN MORE! Send me this book (write book number) 





only 3 books. 5. A FREE Glub Magazine comes to you up to 17 times a now and reduce my commitment to 

year. Each reviews the Featured Book Selections plus dozens of alternate 3 books. Bill me an added $4.99, plus 
books. Some are exclusive Club editions you won’t find anywhere else. Every shipping and handling. (Books that count 
book we offer is a high-quality, full-text edition, sometimes altered in size | (&@S_2 choices are not eligible.) 







88246 13 












to fit special presses. Look for up to 2 special issues a year with super Mr./Mrs. 
selections and more discounts. 6. Ordering is risk-free. Featured Book Miss/Ms._____ ee ea 
Selections are sent to you automatically. To cancel—or order other néohecs ae Apt 16 
books—simply mail in your Member Reply Form by the marked date. If you select a book that 
Shipping and handling (plus sales tax where applicable) is added to each order. } City-tttt_____L_L_________S tate ZIP. counts as 2 choices, 
You'll always have 10 days to decide. If your Member Reply Form is late and Telephone, please ( ) write the first 4 digits 
unwanted books arrive, please return them at our expense. 7399 : of the book number in 
TT |, Members accepted in U.S.A. only. Sales tax added where applicable. We reserve the one row of boxes and 
Prices shown were Current at press time. right to reject any application. SOF 12/97 9999 in the next. 


Prices shown are tor publishers’ hardcover editions. Club hardcover editions save you up to 40%. | i a ce cs ee 


9999" Counts as 2 choices. + Softcover x Special edition exclusively for Club members. 


DECEMBER 1997 ® SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 23 








leaders is one of the necessary cornerstones of this country’s 

form of government. You only have to look around at the 
Third World to see the horror of military-run governments. And as 
long as the U.S. commander in chief — even somebody like Bill 
Clinton, who desperately avoided military service during Vietnam 
— listens to competent advisers who have worn the uniform and 
maybe even smelled the smoke and seen the bodies, chances are 
our troops wouldn’t get misused. Were that only the case ... 

A profoundly disturbing pattern has taken shape in the Clinton 
administration. SOF editors have voiced concerns, as has our been 
there, done that columnist, Col. David H. Hackworth (Ret.). But 
you don’t have to believe us. 

“President Clinton’s national defense team has fewer veterans on 
it than any other in modern times, partly because of the appoint- 
ments Defense Secretary William S. Cohen has made in his first 
seven months in office,” Army Times reported this summer. 
“Clinton, Cohen, Secretary of State Madeleine K. Albright and 
Deputy Defense Secretary John J. Hamre did not serve in the mili- 
tary. They will be the prime decision makers in the executive branch 
on questions ranging from the U.S. military role in Bosnia to [mili- 
tary] pay raises. ... Not since Congress established the [DoD] in 
1947 has its hierarchy been so bereft of people with active-duty mil- 


T he subordination of the U.S. military to elected civilian 
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MODEL 8305 WITH BLACK POCKET CLIP 


IF YOU WANT PROOF THAT THE NEW BENCHMADE BSOS !IS THE STRONGEST, 
SHARPEST LIGHTWEIGHT FOLDING KNIFE AVAILABLE ANYWHERE JUST 
COMPARE (T’S FEATURES TO ANY OTHER KNIFE ON THE MARKET. THEN 


VISIT YOUR DEALER AND SEE FOR YOURSELF. 


DEMAND THE BEST! DEMAND BENCHMADE! 
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Surviving This Commander In Chief 
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itary service.” The analysis also noted that the majority of the mem- 
bers of Congress have not served in the military, either. 

Clearly, the generation of major political leaders who came of age 
during WWII or Korea is passing on. Now it’s the Vietnam genera- 
tion’s turn to lead. It’s ironic, all things considered, that the point 
man for this political generation would be Slick Willie Clinton. 

By now, his policy in Bosnia — which many Americans could- 
n’t care less about (after all, the economy is good!) — has become 
another exercise in foreign-policy damage control. 

It’s not that SOF doesn’t support the nearly 11,000 Bosnia- 
deployed U.S. troops: the zoomies, admin pukes, grunts, tread- 
heads, MASHers, cunning linguists, motor-pool grease monkeys, 
even the REMFs. It does. SOF staffers have ventured into disputed 
places like Sarajevo, Pale, and Brcko to get the facts firsthand. A 
couple of its editors probably would be there nght now, M16A2s in 
hand, had they stayed in the Army. Moreover, SOF abandoned jour- 
nalistic “impartiality” last year by mailing 21,000 paperbacks, 
donated by the public, to American IFOR units. (Even the most 
self-righteous of the politically correct “mainstream” journalists — 
including NBC’s Bryant Gumbel, a White House favorite — could- 
n’t badmouth us for that.) 

The commander in chief, on the other hand, has richly earned 
our contempt. 








FOR THE 1997 BENCHMADE CATALOG SEND $2.00 TO: 
BENCHMADE KNIFE COMPANY INC. 
300 BEAVERCREEK ROAD 

DEPT. SF 

OREGON CITY, OREGON 97045 U.S.A. 
VOICE: (503) - 655 - 6004 

FAX: (503) - 655 - 6223 

URL: http: //www.benchmade.com 
E-MAIL info@benchmade.com 
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Monee. B30 MACE IN THE U.S.A. GY BENCHMADE KnIFE COMPANY UNOEA LICENSING AGREEMENT WITH BPrDckcoEs Inc, 


24 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE &® DECEMBER 1997 


Clinton’s naive do-gooder belief in — 
or arrogant miscalculation of — a rela- 
tively quick peace in our time in the 
Balkans, along with other U.N.-approved 
nation-saving/building missions, trans- 
lates into a serious drain on our war-fight- 
ing capability. The original date for termi- 
nation of U.S. involvement in Bosnia was 
December 1996. The current one, which 
SecDef Cohen maintains he will honor — 
but his boss already is waffling on — is 
June 1998. 

Ending centuries of ethnic warfare in the 
Balkans is a mighty challenge to the post- 
Cold War (and expanding) NATO, which 
still is led by the United States. Bosnia, 
however, has nothing to do with U.S. 
national-security interests. You might think 
so, judging by its costs. Recent figures place 
the cost of U.S. participation in the IFOR- 
turned-SFOR mission so far at $6 billion — 
and rising at some $2 billion a year. 

Then there’s military morale — some- 
thing Bill “I Share Your Pain” Clinton 
couldn’t begin to appreciate: Throughout 
the downsized DoD its overworked troops, 
ever fewer in number but trying to do more 
with less, are losing enthusiasm for duty to 
an extent not seen since right after Vietnam. 
Many are saying “To hell with it” and get- 
ting out. 

Maybe, the next time around, a 
“Vietnam generation” commander in chief 
will honestly give a damn about the men 
and women in uniform. Could happen. % 









The SUB-9 is a semi-automatic rifle for 


the 9 mm Luger cartridge. By changing 
the grip assembly the SUB-9 will accept 
most double column high capacity 
handgun magazines. 

By rotating the barrel the SUB-9 can 
instantly be reduced toa size of 16 x 7 
inches.The reapplication of the barrel 
to shooting position can be achieved in 
less than a second. 
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First the P-11 Pistol. 
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this piece of history. 


i a ting Knife 


New 
Release 


Boker’s latest issue features ? ' 
long, 1" wide blade, beely t th 

We Wa COM UR OME Mir hints ee te 
POmerecceccer um i iil ip 
forged of Solingen 440C stain lie 
hardened to a Rockwell 58: | 
The signatures of the two men 

are etched in the bead | 
blasted finish. 


SU egress r 
Delrin” handle is thickened in YT 
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a. , 


the middle, contouring in, [ie 
Fi 


a A-F 11 
— Partially Serrated, ff 
— it aa Kydex® Sheath 7 
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added for convenience. 


: . Paris 
KEL-TEC CNC INC 


PO BOX 3427 
COCDA FL 32924-3427 


The P-11 is a semi-automatic, locked 
breech pistol in 9 mm Luger. Double 
Action Only, it is still the smallest and 
lightest full capacity 9 mm ever made. 

Many accessories are now available: 
Belt clip, Tritium sights, trigger shoe, grip 
and magazine extensions. 


Phone 407-631-0068 
Fax 407-631-1169 
E: aimkeltec@aol.com 
Web: www.kel-tec.com 
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The Cutting Edge Of Survival 


the leather handle replaced with one shaped from a single piece of 
American hardwood, cemented and riveted to the tang with a steel 
reinforcing band around the forward end. In that era it was referred 
to as the “SURVIVAL AX TYPE II MIL-S-8642C.” I have a spec- 
imen from that time frame that is part of an airman’s survival tool 
kit in a two-compartment canvas pouch which also includes a 


U.S. military issue since 1941, the Woodman’s Pal is one of the 
most unique outdoor survival tools ever devised. Originally known 
as the LC-14-B Knife in the U.S. Army, it has slashed its way 
through jungle brush, freed pilots from downed planes and heli- 
copters, opened 55-gallon drums, chopped everything from wood to 
rappelling rope, and probably lopped off its share of enemy heads 
during World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War and Desert 
Storm. During World War II, it was on sale at all Pacific P.X. stores. 

Looking very much like a combination of a machete and brush 
hook, the Woodsman’s Pal was designed by Frederick Ehrsam, a 
Swiss national, and originally manufactured by the Victor Tool Co. 
in Reading, Pennsylvania. Its initial applications were in forestry, 
agriculture and horticulture. However, the U.S. Army Signal Corps 
quickly recognized its potential. In its military configuration it was 
first equipped with a leather handle and steel handguard and I have 
owned several of that type. 

By the time of the Vietnam War, the handguard was deleted and | sharpening stone,. burning lens, and survival saw kit with grip, 
wood-saw blade, hack-saw blade and scraper. It remains a perma- 
nent part of the survival gear on my 1957 Utica Bend 2 1/2-ton 
6X6 military truck. 

Today, still virtually identical to the original, the Woodman’s Pal 
has a blade made from SAE1075 cold-rolled spring steel, hardened 
to Rockwell C47. A lower-carbon steel would be less expensive 
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Patented by renowned 
knife designers Ron Lake 
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(U.S. Patent #5,596,808) 5 
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| FLinerLock® with NEW _ 
UNLOCK Lock =f. Ee Manual Safety Lock 
| — ATS-34 High Carbon Stainless 
Steel Blade 
— Made in the U.S.A. . 
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LEGENDARY 4a BLADES 
of Fiskars Inc. 


2 = Detachable Steel 
eo) Pocket Clip 


COMBAT FOLDER 


New Smaller Size, Same Great Design! 


Gerber Legendary Blades / A Division of Fiskars, Inc. / RO. Box 23088 Portland, OR 97281 
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and easier to hone, but wouldn’t hold its | 


edge for as long. Its concave blade is actual- 
ly superior to the machete’s, as it can exe- 
cute a drawing cut like that of the kukri, to 
cut wood up to an inch and a half in diame- 
ter with a single stroke. It’s also has better 
balance than a machete, can cut on the back 
stroke, is more durable and far safer. Yet, at 
only 23 ounces it’s exceptionally light- 
weight for almost effortless clearing, cutting 
or chopping. Overall length is 17 inches. 
The line of balance runs precisely from the 
handle through the sickle edge, shifting the 
weight to the business end to create a natur- 
al momentum for efficient and accurate 
swinging on both forehand and backhand 
strokes. Its chisel-sharp sickle hook slices 
through vines and tree branches, and can 
remove jungle undergrowth at ground level. 
A safety toe which extends 1 inch up the axe 
side of the tool reduces the risk of deflective 
injuries. The blade is black oxide-coated to 
inhibit rust and corrosion. 

Twenty-three meticulous hand opera- 
tions are required to make each Woodman’s 
Pal. Incredibly, the tool itself (catalog #481) 
is priced at only $49.95. A black cordura 
sheath (#SN110) costs only $9.50 and a 
sharpening stones (#HS101) is available for 
$8.50. Shipping and handling in the US. is 
$4.50. For further information or to order, 
contact Skyline Technology, Inc. (Dept. 
SOF, 2 Pennsylvania Avenue, Malvern, PA 


19355; phone: 610-296-7501; fax: 610-296- | 


7502, email: skytech@comcat.com). 
—P.G.K. 


Solar Battery Maintenance 


There are two ways to start a modem 
engine: Use your battery — or somebody 
else’s. Yours is always better, if it’s charged 


up. In military or emergency vehicles there is | 


scant room for weakened or dead batteries, 
which is why when the Ist Cav went to Saudi 
some 250 of the vehicles they left stateside 
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large-caliber 
hunting guns has 
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the remotest 
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planet under the 
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qualities are 
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enforcement and 
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is a tactical 
weapon of 
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Available in .338 Lapua 
Magnum, .300 Dakota 
Magnum and .330 Dakota 
Magnum. 
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OVERMOLDED” 
RIFLE STOCKS 


Available for Ruger 10-22 & 77, 
Remington 700, Winchester 70 and 
AR-15 Rifles. Standard and heavy 
barrels. O.M."“ stocks are made so 
that the action fits in a rigid 
fiberglass irisert, assuring accuracy 
and durability. The insert is then 
OverlViolded with the same rubber 
Hogue Grips are famous for. 
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FREE CATALOG 
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were equipped with Solargizer battery main- 
tenance systems. They sat untouched from 
February through October 1995, and on their 
return home the troops were able to start up 
more than 90% of the vehicles; in the past 
less than 10% would have started. As a 
result, the Ist Cav is installing Solargizers by 
the thousands now, as are Canadian military 
units. Because they work. 

How? The Solargizer converts solar 


a energy to a pulsed electrical charge that 


maintains the battery and prolongs its life by 
keeping it fully charged and, more impor- 
tantly, preventing (even reversing) the for- 
mation of lead sulfate deposits that “blind” a 
battery’s lead plates from the electrolyte. As 
a result, battery life is up to 500% longer, 


| and during that usable life span there is a full 


capacity to charge and discharge. Once the 
Solargizer is, quite easily, installed there is 
no maintenance. Units available in 12, 24 
and even 110V DC configuration. As an 
investment, these units will pay for them- 
selves several times over on the first battery. 
As insurance against a dead battery in a 
must-go vehicle, they could be the best 
money you ever spent. Write RIP, Inc, 
Dept. SOF, 3157 Diablo View Road, 
Lafayette, CA 94549; phone/fax: 510-933- 


| 2400; pgchelew@netvista.net Internet: 


www.pulsetechproducts. com. Every now 
and then a breakthrough product comes 
along: the Solargizer is one. Unless you 
ride a bike or rely on shank’s ponies, check 
this one out. 








Ranger Joe’s 


Good gear, good selection, good prices 
— super service: Ranger Joe’s is the fast- 
comer among suppliers of military, law- 
enforcement and outdoor gear. Their new 
64-page color catalog is a wonderland of 
good-to-go gear, from an excellent selection 
of foul-weather clothing, through hardware 
and tools, boots, knives, ALICE gear, packs, 
instruments, holsters, books, clothing, 
weapons accessories — all premium quality 
at very good prices. Catalog $3 from 
Ranger Joe’s International, Dept. SOF, 325 
Farr Road, Ste. A, Columbus, GA 31907: 
phone 800-247-4511; fax: 706-682-8840 or 
via the web at: www.rangerjoe.com. 


THLE 


They've stood up to some of the toughest conditions in 


Battle Tested & Ready For Action. 


the world. Thats what makes these rugged, lightweight 
Steiner binoculars the free world’s leading military ag 


binoculars. So whatever action you have in 
mind—whatever environment you challenge— 


Steiner stands ready with optics that deliver sf 


sharp, crisp images with German precision. gee a at 


The Steiner 8 x 30 Military/Marine. Once focused, it's 
sharp from 20 yards out for fast recognition of your js 
target. Also available in 6x 30,7x35,7x50, %& 
9x 40 and 10x 50 models. 


Pioneer Research 


97 Foster Rd., Morrestown, NJ 08057-1118 

(609) 866-9191, (800}257-7742, Fax: (609)866-8615 
Steiner Optik Canada, aig 

52 Chatham St., West, Suite 

Windsor, Ontario NSA SMB ae. {519}258-7263 
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BLACKTRACKING 
—THE VIDEO 


How to follow anyone, anywhere. 
The first hands-on, hard and 
fast guide to the black arts 
of physical surveillance 
and counter surveillance. 

Includes: Side-by- 
side comparisons of 6 of the 
world's best electronic automobile 
tracking systems, including the latest FBI unit. 
Covert black bumper beepers that graphically 
display—exactly, instantly—where the target vehicle is, or 
where it has been, in the past few days, where it stopped, how 
long it was parked in any given location anywhere in the United 
States. Low cost, computerized tracking units for cars, pack- 
ages, people, or your favorite animal. Which, where, why, and 
how much. Amazing unseen optical systems, infrared vs. ther- 
mal viewers... 

Simple countermeasures to keep your car or body tracker- 
free, plus a conversation with MOSSAD—an agent shows ex- 
actly how to fell if you are under surveillance and how to lose 
the watchers. $59-95 
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER, $49.95 









VIDEO Il 
BANDEATOZ 
it's been exactly 10 years since 
the best selling lock opening 
and entry tape ever was pro- 
duced. About time for the 
follow-up, dont you think? 

VIDEO Ii—B and E A to Z. 
Brand new, state of the art tools, tricks, and 
techniques for picking, bypassing, and opening 
buildings, locks, and automobiles. Technology so new 
you will think it's part magic. 

Smart Opens—tantastic tools that open most doors regard- 
less of the type of lock, on-site tests of three automatic garage 
door openers, comparisons of 5 electronic picks, a new pick 
set that /ets you go where no man has gone before, latest tips 
to improve your picking hit rate, how to pick Ace (tubular) locks, 
nifty new automobile openers, alarm defeaters, security bar 
opening tricks, plus much more! 

Swat Openings—Speed vs. damage, from bombs to pad- 
lock poppers—getting in with speed and a degree of finesse. 

What's New, What's Hot. Where to Get It and How to Use it. 
VIDEO 11 B AND E A TO Z. Graphics, cutaway views, good 
Stuff. 1 hr 10 min. $59.95 








GPS TRACKING IS HERE!!! 


Okay, suppose you want to follow any vehicle, anywhere in the 
world, in real time from the comfort of your office/living room/ 
favorite bar... No kidding, utilizing a covert cellular transmit- 
ter and the government's GPS satellite system you can track 
any vehicle within 25 feet, on any road in the world. Readout 
includes, direction, speed, stops, all the good stuff. Right out 
of James Bond, huh? 
Intelligence incorporated Pro Trak GPS 
Transmitter—1.1°x 5.2° x7.0", weight 20 oz, 9-13VDC power, 
output 600 mw, DTMF signaling, 6 second update rate. Trans- 
mitter powered by 8 alkaline “C” batteries which give an aver- 
age of several days use (depending on your inquiry rate). 
TigerTrax CD ROM software with built-in maps for virtually 
every US location (IBM compatible, 8 megs RAM 100+ hard 
drive computer not furnished.) Needs windows 3.1 or DOS 5+. 
100 unit capability, street level maps with 10 scales, 500 
overlay icons. Options include motion sensor ($100, panic but- 
ton alarm, Mapix software [worldwide maps included ability to 
scan in any map you please, add $400, probably overkill]). 
Basic system, one transmitter, software (TigerTrax), war- 
ranty etc., $4500, (second x-mitter $1800) system. Knock $500 
off with this ad... 
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a Receive a copy 
< of the video B&E-2 
FREE with every 

| Cobra order! 


COBRA PRO 


The one major improvement over manual lock picking that has 
surfaced in the fast 20 years has been the invention of the “elec- 
tronic” lock pick. 

And the Cobra Pro is fiat out the best ever... 

The Cobra Pro has a number of important features not 
found in lesser picks including an adjustable throw, heavy duty 
motor, keyhole light, rubber grip, carrying case, etc., and it 
operates from standard 18 volt Black and Decker Batteries! 

How good is the Cobra Pro? 

[ have personally worked a test door with 20 different types 
of locks mounted on it, including Schlage, with the Cobra and 
opened all of them, some in 2-5 seconds, some in 20+, but 
they opened under my moderately inept guidance. —Lee Lapin 

The U.S. Seals have just completed a (uh, this is kind of 
classified, please don’t tell any of your Russian friends} a Se- 
cret Site in Southern California (sounds like a song, doesn't 
it?) known as Seal City. 

Said city is designed to test seals in a variety of both covert 
and SWAT type entry and building search/containment tech- 
niques. 

Every so often the various Seal teams are pitted against each 
other in a direct competition to see who can get in fastest using 
everything from lock picks to plastic explosive. 

We furnished a Cobra Pro to one of the teams for use in 
the last competition. Guess who won? 


Cobra Pro sells for $699, never /ess. Big sale price— $599!!! 


MULE TOOL 


The Mule Tool is a decep- 
tively simple appearing idea 
that inherits years of experi- | _ 
meniation and design from |: - 
a great locksmith and ex- |. 
engineer. 

The inventor asked him- 
self the age old question, | 
“How can | getany door open | 
with no damage and no pick- L = 
ing?” and then spent years refining the original concept. 

The Mule Tool consists of a number of pieces, the heart 
being a 3+ foot long rolled steel rod carefully shaped to ma- 
nipulate a couple of different “tools” to accomptish what has 
previously been stone cold impossible. 

As long as there is a tiny bit of clearance under the door to 
be opened the MT can slip underneath and inside. At this point 
a person with a few minutes practice (our secretary opened the 
front door in about 15 minutes of instruction/practice) can 
defeat: *Normal key-in-knob locks*Dead bolt locks Hote! 
style inside bar locks © In-fioor “club” style anti-open, anti-bur- 
glar bars®Press style panic bars. 

In fact it's just as easy to re-/ock interior deadbolts after one 
exits the premises. 

This is the first major breakthrough I've seen in a long time 
with regard to no-harm, no-fout, covert entry. Deluxe MT works 
on locks of any height, $399, Sale price $2991! 





PICK GUN 

The snap gun has probably 
opened more locks inlesstime ~ ; 
than any other single picking —— ZY 
device. If you are a locksmith ‘ 

or covert entry specialist and don’t own 
one you should be ashamed... 

Our price, $59.95. Our Safe price $39.95 while supplies last. 









Our First, Only, and if it doesn’t work LAST EVER SALE! 


How To Get Anything On 
Anybody— The Newsletter 

For the first time everthe | 
latest techniques, tricks, prod- 
ucts and opportunities laid out in 
a Single newsletter! Written/ed- 
ited by Lee Lapin (author; The 
Whoie Spy Catalog, How To Get 
Anything On Anybody; Books | 
and ll, The Covert Catalog, 
Hands-On Surveillance, etc.) 
This is the only periodical to fea- 
ture Lee's unique, hard and fast, chocked-full-of-information 
style. 

PEOPLE TRACKING, ASSET SEARCHING BREAK- 
THROUGHS—The one stop, no sign up fee, company that 
searches 200 million records automatically—no hit, no pay! 
SURVEILLANCE, COUNTER SURVEILLANCE. Tesis/sources 
for bloody amazing GPS trackers that provide real time or ret- 
roactive street-by-street mapped tracking. How to improvise 
surveillance devices from available products. A Ph.D. level 
course in counter surveillance taught by a real life MOSSAD 
agent. You can take one just like it in person for a mere $2500! 

PRIVACY? TRUTH iN BANKING? Flat out, here are 
the latest abuses and corresponding safeguards. Why 
the new $100 bills (soon ail other currency} can be more dan- 
gerous to your health then any other financial instrument or 
transaction. “Confidential” information the IRS is now handing 
out about your finances. How to protect yourself from unnec- 
essary investigations and audits. 

Stashing something ina safe “secret” Swiss account? Based 
in the Bahamas? Placed in Panama? Guess who's already rolled 
over to U.S. pressure, not to mention who is getting ready to 
snitch you off... 

Too time sensitive for a book, How To Get Anything On 
Anybody — The Newsletter will pay for itself the first time 
you track down a “ghost,” dig out “hidden” information, pro- 
tect a bank account, safe deposit box, or just give golden ad- 
vice fo a client. 

SURVEILLANCE PERSONNEL, PRIVATE OETECTIVES, 
PRIVACY PEOPLE, CORPORATE SECURITY, INTELLI- 
GENCE AGENCIES, INVESTIGATORS, INFORMATION 
BROKERS, LAWYERS, AND INTERESTED PARTIES, THIS 
ONE’S FOR YOU!! 

8 pages per issue, mailed first class 10 times a year. Satis- 
faction guaranteed? Of course it is, cancel at any time and In- 
telligence Incorporated will refund the remainder of your 
subscription price. $89.00 per year. 





THE COVERT 
CATALOG 


Surreptitious Supplies? Sur- 
veillance, counter surveillance, 
audio surveillance, video surveil- 
lance, people trackers, covert 
entry equipment, night vision, 
cellular interception, covert video 
cameras, and scramblers. CC is 
THE MASTER list of information araact 
suppliers, specialized newsiet- ———— 

ters, OEM lock picks, reverse engineers, Spy Shops, alternate 
|D's, program crackers, and much more. he Covert Catalog 
provides hundreds of addresses, sample pages, catalog prices 
and recommendations that will save you money on everything 
from break-in books to undetectable bugs. $34.95. 





RULES OF THE GAME: 


All sale orders must include this page or copy of same. Prices 
afe good until December 24 ONLY. No exceptions. Phone or- 
ders 415-513-5544, credit cards accepted up to a $300 limit. 
Checks will be held for clearance. Catalog FREE! 
INTELLIGENCE INCORPORATED 
3555 § EL CAMINO #309 
SAN MATEO, CA 94403 
All orders must include $6.00 shipping (except mule tool $15) 
CA residents add 8% tax. 
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PALADIN PRESS: 
GUNSITE TACTICAL SHOTGUN 1 


This dynamic video outlines and documents the exceptional training methods and doctrine of the Gunsite Tactical Shotqun Program. Gunsite 
Training Center is known by civilians, law enforcement and military professionals as the world’s premier firearms training academy, and its training 
methods are widely considered to represent the state of the art in defensive weaponcraft. In this video, Gunsite’s master instructors provide detailed 
instruction in the critical elements of defensive shotgun use. Shot entirely on location at the Gunsite facility, this video covers every aspect of tactical 
shotgun employment, including gunhandling, shooting stance, reloading, tactical movement and combat target engagement. It also examines and 
dispels many of the myths surrounding the combat shotgun and clearly demonstrates the importance of patteming and ammunition selection. 
Gunsite Tactical Shotgun 1 is a superb training resource and an invaluable reference for anyone who relies on a shotgun for personal defense. 
Color, approx. 55 min., VHS (U.S. format) only. $29.95 












GUNSITE TACTICAL PISTOL 1 CREDIT SECRETS yr. oe E-MONEY 

Learn the use of the combat handgun as it Is How to Erase Bad Credit faa ns Financial Management tn the Electronic Age 
taught at the world-famous Gunsite Training Revised and Updated - | by Brett F. Woods 

Center. Gunsits’s master instructors present by Bob Hammond How secure are electronic cash transfers, 


deposits and payments? Who is responsible if 
your money vanishes into cyberspace? Is your 


detailed instruction in the critical skills of self- 
Gefense with a handgun, including deployment, 
marksmanship, immediate action drills and 
tactical target engagement. This video aiso 
includes unique video dry-fire training exercises 
_to hone your shooting reflexes. Color, approx. 50 


This expanded Credit Secrets will save you 
thousands of dollars in fees, finance charges and 
interest payments as you learn the very latest oh credit card safe when ordering via the Intemet? 
techniques to get rid of debt once and for ail and aye iN THE f 1 Brett Woods, a former U.S. Treasury employee, 
establish good credit. Discover proven tricks used " ELECTRONIC AGE, } Cam answer these questions and help you enjoy 
by lawyers, credit counselors and other proswho etc wees the benefits of electronic banking. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 


Ee 





min., VHS only. $29.95 charge handsomely for their services. 5 1/2 x 8 softcover, 80 pp. $12.60 
1/2, softcover, 136 pp. $15.00 
iF NNN) THE MODERN IDENTITY CHANGER DEADLY FORCE ENCOUNTERS BUILDING THE ULTIMATE 
WUDRALOLEEE How to Create and Use EADLY FORCE | What Cops Need to Know to TACTICAL SHOTGUN 
IDENTITY Webbed BACOUNTERS Mentally and Physically A Complete Guide to Shotgun Accessories 
* and Personal Freedom se Prepare for and Survive a Gunfight and Special-Purpose Ammunitien 
RG by Shelton Charrett by Dr. Alexis Artwohl with Doug Lamb 
sa Finally, here is an all-new Instruction book on and Loren W. Christensen Shotgun expert Doug Lamb takes a critical look 


meaeeeee =how to obtain a new identity, produce 
¥ supporting documents for it and use !t safely in 
today’s society. Learn how to get Social 
Security numbers, driver's licenses and more. 
For academic study only. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, soft- 
$20.00 


In a cop's world it's kil or be died, but the truth of 
the matter is that a shooting’s aftermath is often 
the most dangerous time for the cop. This unique 
if- and career-saving manual contains every 
shred of critical Information the police officer needs 


at aftermarket shotgun accessories and shows 
you how to use them to transform stock guns 
into high-speed tactical weapons. This video 
also includes graphic live-fire demonstrations of 
special-purpose shotgun ammo. Color, approx. 








caver, jilus., 152 pp. to survive the media, investigations and more. 5 80 min., VHS only. $20.95 
‘142% 8 1/2, softcover, 272 pp, $22.00 
a aie ais casas lone /.. rah | SUPER PRIVACY ADVANCED ULTIMATE SNIPER 
by Michael E. Conti : | The Complete Guide to Personal Privacy State-of-the-Art Tactics, Techniques, and 
4] As. working cop, you want to end xa parolin Mor i ea c y we in Tomorrew's cnane tor wittay and i Same 
He wero outta roan and sor tem amet = by Bob Hammond This long-awaited sequel to The Uittimate Sniper 
mastering the Information in this book on pistol ff» sun sermunn | POMorow's cashless society wil allow anyone and reveals the cutting edge in sniping tactics and 
selection, stopping power, combat reloading  vcvcncwrer soumor mcd @veryone to get at your finances and transactions. technology, including night sniping, suppressed 
stoppages carrying devices stances grips on P 5 This fascinating book will Stop them cold and sniper weapons, .50-caliber rifles, winter sniper 
Cont’s “secrats” to aoctrate shooting. 8 1/2 x 1 Eons. | protect Sa ‘pelicake ae ID to offshore warfare and advanced sniper fielderaft, Color, 
aeons) accounts, credit protection and trusts, now you can approx. 120 min., VHS only, $59.95 
aaa eS, 104 DP. = survive the coming cashless sociaty. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
softcover, 144 pp. $15.00 
CREDIT FUGITIVE 
ACTION ENCYCLOPEDIA 
The Cutting Exige y RAGNAR'S ACTION | eae eee ae OWLEDOE How to Run, Hide, and Survive 
rer encn g ENCYCLOPEDIA OF | AND PROVEN TECHNIQUES by Kenn Abayga 
This hard-and-fast course in credit counseling I Ano PROVEN TECHNIOLES Ai tide: Banecn if you're serious about going on the fam, this 
reveals step-by-step instructions on how to A DouT-YOURSELF UDE TO: | [eam how to build weapons, trap anything that book may just save your life. Learn to build an 
legaily repair damaged credit the same way the sor mero OO: —— | elie Gra of the Pad nacelle evasion shelter, erect path guards, lose a pack of 
a ae aves, drop ou fat race, pi yo t , 
pros do it and offers tricks that work fike financial privacy, elude the bad guys, defend yoursetf, tracking dogs, enter the *Network” of people 


black magic. The 70 least-known credit facts, willing to assist evaders, apply natural 


change identities, land a job and live weil — as 





getting cards with no credit check, dealing with mms weil as a little bit about everythi camouflage and utliize primitive first ald skilis. 
sms ttre eae MOTD me ng else that might F ge pH SRLS 
collaction agencies and more! 8 1/2 x 11, ~~ BA Scraeres | D0 important. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, illus., This unique manual expases you to passituities 
softcover, 264 pp, $25.00 456 pp. $45.00 you never even considered, 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
softcover, 96 pp. $12.00 

GO iia GET EVEN aah ecoatbaey] JUST SAY NO TO DRUG TESTS 
aris —" The Complete Baok of Dirty Tricks ws say Orit hmte eet 
Want one more chance at fife with a “clean ‘a — if the methods people use 3 © Urinalysis is a blatant viotation of human 

3 slate"? Trade in your old identity far a new start ro | freedom and dignity, and now you can fight 


to get even with big business, government and C 

enemies. These dirty tricks range from the DRUG re iets eer tiaeaienens ? 
simpie to the elaborate, including more | TE STS i. a < Aho hear them. He did it 
sophisticated schemes devised by CAA and PST ETON TIN; successfully for elght yoars using the exact 
Mafla members and political dirty tricksters. For aired 


entertainment purposes only, 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, en», | methods outlined in this book. Find out Row to 
hardcover, 208 pp. $19.95 cmecervenn| preserve your iife-style and keep your job. 1/2 
x 8 1/2, soficover, 48 pp. $12.00 


ray tote Here is a step-by-step guide to creating a totally 
maaan mew you — with a birth certificate, passport, 
driver's license, Social Security number — all you 
need for breaking with your past, 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
softcover, illus., 120 pp. $17.00 





Videotapes are nonreturnable. Defective tapes will be replaced. | | 


WANTED 


ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS ON WEAPONRY, MILITARY SCIENCE, SELF-DEFENSE, PERSONAL FREEDOM AND RELATED SUBJECTS. SEND A COPY OF 
THE MANUSCRIPT TO: PALADIN PRESS, P.0. BOX 1307, BOULDER, COLORADO 80306 OR E-MAIL US AT editorial@paladin-press.com. 
VISIT OUR WEB SITE at www.paladin-press.com 
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REVENGE & HUMOR 


High-Tech Harassment: How to Get Even with Anybody, Anytime ......... 0. eee e cerns $ 19.95 
Don’t Get Mad—Get Even: The Fine Art of Revengemanship ..... 0.0 ec cae c ee ere en aes 22.95 
ee Umm PRT IMNeyy oaie cc ny S e d ss be te sere acu ae wes 4 12.95 
REVERE: LEMOIMING SOOUEI.« «cies nslvewvs + sna yaws es 6 ae ae eee .. 10.00 
Get ever lie video OnDinty TNCKS (VIGGO)... ick ese 6 ee vs» AR 6 14.95 
Screw Unto Others: Revenge Tactics for All OccasionS ....... 0. cece ee nv erences coe 19,95 
Make My Day! Hayduke’s Best Revenge Techniques for the Punks in Your Life ............. 19.95 
[CRMC IIIS, . cctnciecm mn. sete eres sa S eR ee bose b ae 6 8 19.95 
NE, yee «REE coer ee eee sae a ee ES eH Mews 8 19.95 
"Titel ee ACEI A oc oie a ora sce 3 = SEEN. «x + cee nudes a 10.00 
PERSONAL & FINANCIAL FREEDOM 
Secrets of Intemational identity Change ....... 0. cece cece cece teen eee cence renee $ 17.95 
PD MLLCMMMISAANIVOTIN] fettls «ais ss 0. so Gene GME Se See bok s cree eo ae 12.00 
Secrets of a Super Hacker .....,... Wei isa SEE a ak 8 ee} ape aM. 19.95 
tool oS) I) ae re ee ee, 19.95 
Real Word OL Altemate IDACOUISTION .....cecccverseuesccenneoe s+ GEMED s came so 8.00 
HOW ACeDEAUING GIEUI DUIGGIB 6. cape secscierecrescdsnsrereces sqmMMED ss AMMMEGs » 12.00 
Living Well on Practically Nothing ....... 0.0.0. c ees ee eevee cen nenes a... ae .. 19.95 
Keep What You Own: Protect Your Money, Property, and 

Family from Courts, Creqitors; ANG ING IRS... ww cece cee ecco vce mmenee 15.00 
Swiss Money Secrets: How You Can Legally Hide Your Money i in Switzerland .......0eeaeaee 15.00 
Rebom in the U.S.A.: Personal Privacy through a New Identity... 0.0... 0c cee ea eeee ... 16,00 
ESPIONAGE & INVESTIGATIONS 
Don't Bug Me: The Latest High-Tech Spy Methods ........, er. ee oe $ 19.95 
Detective’s Private Investigation Training Manual ......... 0... cece eect eee n eee nnee 14.95 
OUIME MIMMEMMTEIDUCCONMOILED. ss 6c pc seus eens snes e se: 5.0% MMM cree ns ch 35.00 
ET LD) A At oy ee 40.00 
SOE Secret Operations Manual ........... saa eae ok EO a, Sx ewe: 20.00 
SUVEMATOSTCOUNTIITIBASITOD, ccc ccc c cr eeteecrere Geer reccerans gn mee 20.00 
WEAPONS 
Ragnar’s Big Book of Homemade Weapons ...........04 (Ri caacks Se eee oem $ 25.00 
AR-15/M16 Super Systems ..... ee ea eat Sa OS. , ss a mde ts eR 19.95 
The Gatling Gun: 19th Century Machine Gun to 21st Century Vulcan ON Re 29.95 
Tea OL Siem vs aosly v < s cuneiviei anda nse esereresnecsvccneet 16.95 
The Ruger .22 Automatic Pistol: Standard/Mark UMark ll Series ince»: aoa a ae 12.00 
The Combat Shotgun and Submachine Gun: A Special Weapons Analysis ..... aie viata. os ai 25.00 
The Shotgun in Combat ...... Mia: & Sea 9 8 See a oe Bie cst Stee sage 12.00 
RUT CME 0 5 dec Md dices “alta phase actor Pea eri 6% 6 DRT Ns cae aaa ae 10.00 
Home Workshop Guns for Defense and Resistance: Vol. t, IBATAUCRUUD ES cy ve vec eeevecse 14,00 
The Compiete Book of Combat Handgunning............ Loses tees «inn oe 16.95 
THORS INKS a) GLCMUY sc cc ree ee cess eee ccesoseceeescccces os am 14.00 
Streetsweepers: The Complete Book of Combat Shotguns ac sidltne cscs sess as .. 17,95 
Home Workshop Guns for Defense and Resistartce: Vol. ili, The .22 Machine Pistol . ,» 16.00 
The Compiete AR-15/M16 Sourcebook: What Every Shooter Needs toKnow....,....-...,. 35,00 
BAZOOKA N OW BURG YOUN OWN occ. ceteris necusectervcsseceues ss cqmmmmnnS oe 10.00 
Glock: The New Wave in Combat Handguns ........... cc cseeccaversesaveness 1e 29,00 


Home Workshop Prototype Firearms: How to Design, Build, and Sell Your Own Small Arms es 
ACTION CAREERS 


Executive Protection: A Professional's Guide to Bodyguarding ........... Si 4 aaa eee 6, $ 12.00 
Unrepentant Sinner ..... Sts « See 5 Pe er ieee tedepersueess ss AOD 
Keep 'emAlive .,...... See eee . 12.00 
Dead Clients Don't Pay ....,...e0c een ene Wiedaten ts acs SUA. <0 5 esc ae oe 12.00 
Bounty Hunter ....... Mer ees sacs RPA ead 60 F Oius.4 4 > + « sn Lae 
MILITARY SCIENCE 

The Gestapo and SS Manual ..........+e,005 eh aie wp scan ace ne 0 0 CMR ener 
Shadow War: The CIA's Secret War in Laos . ance cae ae. ee e+» 49,95 
U.S, Navy SEAL Combat Manual ........-. diy cade wees a a 0 0 0 4 0g op 
Marine Special Warfare and Elite Unit Tactics ...... Protea oe rE calles AN) 
Death in the Jungle: Diary of aNavy SEAL . 2... cc eee ecu e ees ebesveecns ceese 29595 
Killing Zone: A Professional’s Guide to in} or Preventing Ambushes Aaa eae ae 
German Assauit Riffe: 1935-1945 . MRR Sica ks oink 6 I vo 49,95 
MIA Rescue: LRRP Manhunt in the Jungle. sgonamteis | cess okAinancd 33x , 29. 
KGS AIDNA TRAIT Trainer WANIISAL:.. 00:5 sae eb wale Ne ete § Gs «ate ee 20.00 
SEALs: UDT/SEAL Operations in Vietnam... . cece cece eee ees ix SE ENO y ¢ 0 PD 
ee ee Ver VC eeeer rrr Com a 
Special Forces Handbook . ) SWrAES sigs Cealelneete cee oe eee cas + 10.00 
MVE M RVI: 5 eis no SEIN a osaue 0,4,1000000 6 © Gis. «See sees Se. a0 Sonn Gsaneee 29.95 
Special Forces Operational Techniques Me Ladi, «see eee RE sks: Soke ees ae aes oo aOR 
Special Forces Close-Quarter Combat Manual ......... ae by wie isd abacwwer ORLAGG 
Soldiers on Skis: A Pictorial Memoir of the 10th Mountain Division ee oe ee 50.00 


ee es SSS 


PALADIN PRESS « P.O. BOX 1307 - BOULDER, CO 80306 - (303)443-7250 FAX (303)442-8741 
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Louis J. Freeh got right to the point: It 
expressed grave concerms about “coun- 
terintelligence and espionage matters” at the 
secretive Army Research Laboratory (ARL) 
at Aberdeen Proving Grounds in Maryland. 
Dated 26 December 1995, the letter was 
written by Kurt D. Fickie, once a highly 
touted computer prodigy who oversaw the 
Army’s state-of-the-art supercomputers in 
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| he two-paragraph letter to FBI Director 











Iraqi Scud-B missile that tore through U.S. Army bar- 
racks in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, in February 1991, killed 
dozens and caused the Army more than a third of all 
casualties and deaths from hostile action during the 
Gulf War. (inset) In the aftermath, a light colonel tries to 
get on his LBE and console a distraught trooper. How 
distraught would they be if they thought the Scud’s 
range had been enhanced through work done at the 


Army Research Labs at Aberdeen? 
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ARL’s Simulation Technology Division. 
Enclosed with his letter to Freeh was a copy 
of a letter Fickie had sent a week earlier to 
Lieutenant General Jared L. Bates, the 
Army’s Inspector General. 

By that time, Fickie, a GS-14 civilian 
researcher, had spent four months going 
methodically up the chain of command with 
allegations that high-level Army civilian 
scientists had passed restricted U.S. military 
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technology to Iraq and China. As a result, 
two investigations had been initiated — 
both of them targeting Fickie, and three 
civilian colleagues who supported his 
claims. 

Until then, Fickie, who had worked at 
ARL for 12 years — five as an Army officer 
and seven as a civil servant — had been the 
laboratory’s golden boy of supercomputing, 
the scientist who routinely demonstrated the 
Army’s $25 million Cray II when VIPs 
came to see what was then the world’s 
fastest and most complex data processor, 
capable of processing billions of bytes of 
data per second. 

Suddenly, when he became a whistle 
blower, he and his staff were labeled securi- 
ty risks. On 24 August 1995, soon after 
Fickie’s command at Aberdeen learned that 
he had contacted federal law-enforcement 
agencies with his allegations, his security 
clearance was revoked and he was locked 
out of his own office. Its contents, including 
a personal library, records, photographs and 
other documents he says would substantiate 
his allegations, were confiscated. His three 
colleagues were also locked out of their 
offices, their security clearances lifted, too. 
Fickie was fired on 26 July 1996. 

The allegation by Fickie involves two 
long-time civilian scientists who worked for 
the Department of the Army. While these 
allegations are a source of grave concern for 
Fickie and many others, it remains 
unknown if the acts alleged were part of a 
covert policy to aid Iraq or if they were 
undertaken for personal illegal profit. 

Fickie told Freeh he was writing directly 
to the head of the FBI, the nation’s lead 
agency for counterintelligence, because “I 
suspect the Army finds the matter very 
embarrassing, given the nature of the alle- 
gations, The inspector general seems more 
concerned about protecting the Army’s rep- 
utation, instead of cooperating with the 
appropriate federal agencies. 

“The CIA,” Fickie cautioned Freeh, 
“went through the same machinations in the 
[Aldrich H.] Ames case, which resulted in 
damaging delays.” 

Amés was a high-ranking CIA case offi- 
cer whose betrayal cost the lives of at least 
10 caillli e oe longstanding sus- 
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Like the Ames case, deaths may have 
a pfrom the alleged security breach at 
‘Aberdeen’ Unlike the Ames case, though, 
these weren’t the deaths of foreign nationals 
friendly to the U.S. — these were the deaths 
of toops from America’s heartland. 
Perliaps the most startling allegation by 
Fickie sis that ARL’s supercomputers at 


‘Aberdeen :were used in the two years lead- 
ing wp to the Gulf War, when Saddam 


Hussein was a favored individual of the 
United States, to extend the range of liquid- 
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fueled Scud missiles in Iraq in 1988-90. In 
essence, Fickie says two Aberdeen scien- 
tists provided hard-to-get data to Saddam 
Hussein’s government to enhance the range 
of missiles that were later used against our 
own troops and those of our allies. 

Although the military trade press, most 
notably Jane’s Defence Weekly, had report- 
ed that Iraq was trying to extend the range 
of its liquid-fueled Scud-B missiles during 
the 1988-90 time frame, many experts were 
skeptical. That skepticism vanished in 
smoke and rubble when Iraq’s Scuds, 
designed to fly less than 200 miles, began 
hitting targets more than three times that far. 

Of the 93 Scuds launched by Iraq in the 
Gulf War, the most deadly, by far, was the 
one which hit a U.S. Army barracks in 
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, on 28 February 
1991. It landed in a rear-echelon area that 
had been believed to be relatively safe. 
Almost 100 U.S. soldiers were wounded, 
and 28 were killed. 

That single missile resulted in a fourth of 
all U.S. military deaths from enemy action 
in the Gulf War, and a fourth of all U.S. 
troops wounded by hostile fire. It caused 
more than a third of all the U.S. Army’s 
wounded, and 36 percent of all U.S. Army 
deaths, from enemy action. 

“It surprised everyone, including the 
analysts that supposedly keep track of 
these things,” said Fickie, a former Army 
officer. “I know for a fact that calculations 
performed on the supercomputers ... at 
Aberdeen were being used to increase the 
accuracy and the range of the Iraqi Scud 
missiles, and their heavy artillery. The 
data was developed on the Cray super- 
computers and then was either leaked or 
sold to agents representing Saddam 
Hussein.” 

In the same letter to Bates in December 
1995, Fickie also named two scientists “from 
Communist China [who] are still operating 
without interference at ARL facilities ... I fear 
the nuclear [blast] code called ‘CTH’ has 
already been smuggled to China ...” 
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Former Army computer whiz Kurt D. Fickie was sacked after he blew the whistle on sus- 
pected irregularities involving the Army’s Cray 2 supercomputer at ARL. 


“We are the third group of Army 
researchers to report the ARL-China con- 
nection,” Fickie wrote to Bates. “Franz 
Lynn attempted to get the word out in 1985, 
but the Army used the same ‘security inves- 
tigation’ in reverse to isolate the messenger. 
Robert Deas, the world’s premier interior 
ballistician at the time, took a second run 
with the Inspector General’s office in 1987, 
to no avail. I never took their stories too 
seriously at the time. Now, I strongly rec- 
ommend reviewing those files.” 

Lynn and Deas were closely associated 
in their research into interior ballistics at 
Aberdeen, and were also close friends. Lynn 
was found dead in his apartment near 
Aberdeen in 1986. Investigators later ruled 
it a suicide. Deas died in a one-car accident 
while returning alone from a trip to Canada 
in 1988. 

The ARL command, through its civilian 





Fickie noted thousands of unusual computer hours logged on this $25 million Cray 2 


supercomputer at the Army Research Lab (at right). The type of calculations in question 
were compatible with ballistic studies for liquid-fuel rockets carrying liquid payloads. 
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public affairs staffer, Randi J. Vachon, has 
strenuously denied all of Fickie’s allega- 
tions, labeling him a “disgruntled former 
employee” out for revenge. His claims have 
been “thoroughly investigated,” Vachon 
said, and are “completely unfounded.” 

The FBI hasn’t reached that conclusion. 
Special Agent Larry Foust, an FBI 
spokesman in Baltimore, told Soldier Of 
Fortune in mid-October that Fickie’s alle- 
gations are “still a pending case.” 

But questions remain about the vigor of 
the FBI’s probe. A key document identified 
by Fickie as crucial to verifying his allega- 
tion conceming technical aid to Iraq — the 
supercomputer logs — has not been 
requested by the FBI, according to an ARL 
employee who is custodian of that record. 

The employee, Denise Brown, said that 
logs for only one of eight financial quarters 
in 1988-89 remain. (These are the same 
group of computers from which selected 
entries from the Gulf War chemical incident 
logs were mysteriously deleted.) Although 
ARL apparently documents computer user 
time to the ten-thousandth of a second, 
Brown said the lab command does not keep 
user logs after a couple of years. 

And neither of two high-ranking civil- 
ians at Aberdeen named by Fickie as alleged 
culprits has been contacted by the FBI, they 
told SOF. Both declined to be interviewed 
on the record. One said Fickie’s allegations 
are “baseless.” 

A confidential informant with the FBI’s 
investigation said one of the two is quietly 
cooperating with investigators, but SOF has 
been unable to verify that. 

Fickie’s charge, which also has come to 
the attention of the House Intelligence 
Committee, comes at an especially inoppor- 
tune time for the U.S. government. The 
State Department, which is encouraging 
such nations as North Korea to join in a 
treaty to restrict the flow of missile technol- 
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ogy, might find its bargaining position 
untenable if it were proven that U.S. mili- 
tary scientists had helped a rogue dictator 
such as Saddam Hussein enhance his mis- 
sile arsenal. 

While Fickie said he is certain that ARL’s 
supercomputers were used to do just that, he 
said he has no way of knowing if such tech- 
nical assistance was part of what is now a 
well-documented covert ethic of the 1980s, 
when the U.S. government publicly support- 
ed a military arms embargo against Saddam 
Hussein — and secretly provided him mili- 
tary assistance for his war with Iran. 


My Enemy's Enemy 


“The official policy of the government 
of the United States, from the White House 
down, was to avoid the transfer of any 
goods that could bolster Saddam’s war 
machine,” author Alan Friedman wrote in 
Spider’s Web: The Secret History of How 
the White House Illegally Armed Iraq. 

“The reality was decidedly different,” 
motivated by what Friedman described as 
“the politics of oil ... Even as [former 
President George] Bush basked in the glory 
of leading Operation Desert Storm, he was 
presiding over a systematic cover-up in order 
to avoid being embarrassed politically.” 

In an interview with ABC’s Nightline, 
Steven Bryen, a former deputy undersecre- 
tary of defense conceded that “the adminis- 
tration’s policy was to support Saddam 
Hussein and not to look backwards, not to 
look sideways, look straight ahead and give 
him what he wanted. We coddled him, we 
supported him. He was our guy. Just 
because he was building missiles, or just 
because he had a nuclear potential — the 
CIA wamed us about that — it didn’t mat- 
ter. They simply didn’t care.” 

U.S. military assistance included Army 
Special Forces training teams from Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina. Uncle Sam even 
provided a high-tech downlink near 
Baghdad for receiving U.S. satellite 
imagery, and intelligence officers to inter- 
pret the photographs. It included the covert 
shipment of arms, ammunition, cluster 
bomb technology, spare parts, aircraft, 
defense electronics, high-tech computer 
work stations — and, says Fickie, super- 
computer calculations. 

“Without a fair, impartial, thorough and 
unflinching investigation, there’s no way to 
tell if the supercomputer data generated at 
ARL for Saddam was one part of an overall 
covert policy,” Fickie said, “or if it was 
done on a freelance basis, using that covert 
policy as a cover for personal profit.” 

Fickie said he had a growing awareness 
of “something odd” in 1988-90, when it 
became increasingly difficult to get super- 
computer time on ARL’s Cray II. Two high- 
ranking scientists were racking up “thou- 
sands upon thousands of Cray II computing 
hours,” Fickie said. 


Holidays Are For Computing 


“You don’t usually see somebody of that 
rank running codes themselves,” he said. “I 
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Canadian-born, but a U.S. Citizen by an 
act of congress, Gerald Bull was at the 
time of his death acknowledged as prob- 
ably the world’s leading authority on 
high-altitude, long-range artillery. He was 
found assassinated in his Brussels apart- 
ment complex with $20,000 in cash in his 
pocket. Bull was developing this large 
bore Supergun at Jabal Hamryn, Iraq 
when the Gulf War broke out. (below) 


Henry Arvidsson UNSCOM, courtesy Al J. Venter 


was also a heavy user at that time. ... They 
have subordinates they usually turn to.” 

Another thing caught his eye — the pri- 
ority status used which enabled two ARL 
employees to, in effect, jump to the front of 
the line of people seeking time on the 
supercomputers. But the high-priority 
access costs more money — about $2,000 
an hour for each of four central processing 
units, or CPUs. 

Most unusual, though, was the type of 
calculations being run, Fickie said. 

“They were stability calculations of liq- 
uid-filled missiles,” Fickie said,” that would 
have liquid-filled payloads. You end up 
changing the entire flight characteristics of 
the missile itself ... When you have some- 
thing that is filled with a liquid and it’s spin- 
ning, it flies differently than if it were solid 
and it were spinning ... 

“They were computing so finely, they 
were almost building a set of ballistic tables 
for liquid-filled projectiles under all these 
different conditions. That would be the kind 
of thing you would need if you wanted to 
target a new missile,” he said. 

“Those type of calculations, on liquid, 
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spinning, coning projectiles, are extremely 
unusual for the U.S.,” said Fickie, because 
such liquid payloads in a missile would usu- 
ally indicate a chemical or biological war- 
head, which the U.S. had already started 
phasing out at the time. Nor did the U.S. 
military have any liquid-fueled missiles in 
its arsenal. 

But Saddam Hussein did — the relative- 
ly short-range Scud. 

“It’s actually very difficult to extend the 
range,” Fickie said. “They needed access to 
super-computing assets. During the time in 
question, ARL was one of the few facilities 
in the world capable of computing the bal- 
listic trajectories of Scud missiles” with liq- 
uid payloads. 

Fickie said he downloaded a copy of the 
user logs for the supercomputers, a docu- 
ment which shows who is using the Cray, 
and for how long — logs which were later 
confiscated when he was locked out of his 
office. 

In a background briefing at the Army 
Research Laboratory Command in Adelphi, 
Maryland, ARL staff said no hours were 
logged in the 1988-89 timeframe by one of 
the scientists named by Fickie, ARL 
spokesman Vachon said. The other scientist 
had “less than six hours” of Cray time, 
Vachon said at first, but at the background 
briefing she acknowledged “more than 300 
hours.” That figure, of course, represents 
only three out of 24 months. 

According to Fickie, the two logged 
thousands of hours and the tempo increased 
toward the end of 1989, when Fickie said he 
saw them logging time through weekends 
and the Thanksgiving and Christmas holi- 
days. He said the calculations in question 
stopped abruptly in late March 1990, five 
months before Iraq invaded Kuwait — 1] 
months before Operation Desert Storm. 


On 22 March 1990, Dr. Gerald V. Bull, a 
Canadian scientist who was widely recog- 
nized as one of the geniuses of 20th century 
aeroballistics, was assassinated outside his 
apartment door in Brussels, Belgium. 
Topping the list of the prospective killers of 
Bull, who was found with more than 
$20,000 in his pocket, are Israel’s Mossad 
and Iraq’s secret police. The murder was 
never solved. 

Jane's Defence Weekly would report a 
few months later that Bull, who also held 
U.S. citizenship, “was involved in the Iraqi 
program to upgrade ballistic missiles.” 

In 1952, at age 22, Bull became the 
youngest Canadian ever awarded a doctor- 
ate degree. He is probably best known for 
his High Altitude Research Program, or 
HARP, which experimented with using spe- 
cially adapted 16-inch gun tubes to launch 
projectiles into the upper atmosphere. Bull’s 
goal was to use such “superguns,” as he 
called them, to launch satellites into space. 

Bull’s ties to U.S. Army scientists date to 
1956, when Bull attended a ballistics con- 
ference at Picatinny Arsenal in New Jersey. 
The meeting began Bull’s longstanding 


35 


relationship with the U.S. Army — and led 
to many Pentagon research contracts 
through the 1960s and 1970s. 

One of Bull’s benefactors and closest 
friends was the late Lieutenant General 
Arthur Trudeau. When Bull met him in the 
early 1960s, Trudeau was the head of the 
Army’s research and development branch. In 
1984, when Bull’s son, Michel, incorporated 
his Space Research Corporation of Maryland, 
which was located near Aberdeen, Trudeau 
witnessed the articles of incorporation. 

Over three decades, Bull became a 
familiar and highly respected figure at 
Aberdeen Proving Grounds, where he regu- 
larly visited and sometimes lectured. 
Congress even passed a private bill bestow- 
ing U.S. citizenship upon Bull, a rare act 
afforded to only a small handful of people 
in history, such as the Marquis de Lafayette 
and Sir Winston Churchill. 

But as his contracts diminished, Bull 
grew disenchanted with the Pentagon. His 
continued research with long-range artillery 
— and his need for funding — got him in 
legal trouble. He was sent to federal prison 
for six months in 1980, after he and an 
employee pleaded guilty to a violation of 
the U.S. International Trafficking in Arms 
Regulation (ITAR). Bull’s company, Space 
Research Corporation, developed an 
artillery system for the Republic of South 
Africa, then the object of an arms embargo, 
that is still in use today. 

An Aberdeen scientist identified by 
Fickie to the FBI and the Army IG was 
involved with the South Africa case, said 
retired U.S. Customs Agent Larry Curtis, 
who headed the investigation that sent Bull 
to prison. 

In an interview in August at his home in 
Derby Line, Vermont, where Curtis was 
struggling with lung cancer, he confirmed 
the name of the Army scientist as one who 
was involved in the South Africa case. 
Curtis said the man assisted Bull in getting 
shipments of artillery parts and ordnance 
from Vermont to Florida, and aboard U.S. 
military vessels bound for Bull’s facility on 
the Caribbean island of Antigua, where they 
were loaded on commercial ships bound for 
South Africa. 


Curtis said a last-minute “inside deal” 
was struck in which Bull and one of his 
employees pleaded guilty to a reduced 
count. “I was never consulted, I just got a 
call one night and was told to be in court the 
next morning,” when Bull and his employ- 
ee pleaded guilty. 

“I asked ‘why?’” Curtis related, saying 
he talked to then-U.S. Attorney Bill Gray, 
who died two years ago of leukemia. “I 
asked about the other suspects. He told me 
we’d worry about them later. Then, later, he 
told me there had been a call from the White 
House, that this deal had been sent down 
from the Justice Department — He seemed 
as surprised about it as I was. I raised the 
issue of political interference, that this 
sounded like political interference in a crim- 
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Former customs agent Larry Curtis head- 
ed the investigation that sent Gerald Bull 
to jail for violating the U.S. International 
Trafficking in Arms Regulation when he 
designed artillery for then-embargoed 
South Africa. At the time, Curtis was also 
investigating the Army scientist accused 
by Fickie — but a prosecutorial deal was 
cut on orders from the White House. 


inal matter. He said that was probably true.” 

(A move began soon after to close 
Curtis’ U.S. Customs office in Derby Line, 
and then headquarters began an effort to ter- 
minate his job. Were it not for the direct 
intervention of Gray, who had since moved 
on to a Justice Department job in 
Washington, Curtis said he would have been 
fired prior to retirement.) 

Out of prison in 1981, Bull bitterly 
denounced the U.S., saying he had been 
betrayed by the CIA, who engineered his 
deal with South Africa. He vowed never to 
return. However, Bull did return on a few 
occasions. Although now a convicted arms 
dealer, he had the distinction of being invit- 
ed to lecture at Aberdeen’s ARL, and at the 
Defense Armament Research and Projects 
Agency (DARPA), despite his status as a 
convicted felon, as confirmed by several 
senior scientists at Aberdeen’s ARL. 

While in prison, Bull was contacted 
through an intermediary — some say it was 
one of his many contacts at Aberdeen — by 
the People’s Republic of China, which 
invited him to lecture and eventually award- 
ed him a contract for a new artillery system. 
He was also invited to visit Iraq, which 
turned out for Bull to be a road of no return. 


Gerald, Saddam, And Sarkis 


Between 1982 and 1986, Saddam 
Hussein spent $31.7 billion building up his 
military, making Iraq the world’s biggest 
arms importer of the decade, according to 
the Arms Control and Disarmament Agency 
in Washington, D.C. And Hussein’s num- 
ber-one weapons broker in this time frame 
was a Turkish-born Lebanese citizen named 
Sarkis G. Soghanalian. 

In an interview with SOF in his Paris 
penthouse in July, Soghanalian said he is 
“more or less retired.” During the 1980s, 
though, he was one of the world’s biggest 


arms merchants, with billions in annual sales, 
and his main client was Saddam Hussein. 

As a result of his arms dealing with Iraq, 
Soghanalian spent two years as a “guest” of 
Uncle Sam, he acknowledged, when he was 
a “neighbor” of former Panamanian strong- 
man Manuel Noriega. But Soghanalian’s 
federal prison record was later expunged. 

Soghanalian said he first met Bull in 
1964, at Bull’s sprawling estate straddling 
the international border of Vermont and 
Quebec. In 1981, soon after Bull’s release 
from federal prison in Pennsylvania, Bull 
came to see him in Rome. Soghanalian said 
he hired Bull as a consultant, and in 1982, 
Bull made his first trip to Baghdad, where 
he engineered the upgrade of Iraq’s 130mm 
Warsaw Pact artillery system to Bull’s 
longer-range 155mm system. 

Bull’s expenditure of money eventually 
became a problem, Soghanalian said. 
Among other items, Bull wanted money to 
buy computers, but the type of equipment 
he wanted was too expensive, Soghanalian 
said. Bull “started to come up with some 
[computer] numbers and I said, “Where did 
you get this?’ He said, ‘I have a connection 
in Aberdeen.’ He had somebody there.” 

Later, Bull brought an eventual total of 
six engineers from the U.S. and Canada, 
Soghanalian said. But trouble started 
between Bull and Soghanalian when the 
subject came up of extending the range of 
Iraq’s SCUD missiles. 

“T had an argument because of him with 
the Iraqis,” the arms dealer said. “He pre- 
sented the possibility of increasing the 
range of the SCUDs. He said if the missiles 
had a longer range, it would be better than 
the artillery. And, of course, the Iraqis were 
interested.” 


Silicon Valley to Baghdad 


Iraq’s military “start[ed] to buy every- 
thing that Jerry Bull would put in their 
brain,” Soghanalian said. “The whole idea, 
I think, was to have a connection between 
Iraq and Aberdeen.” 

Among the many purchases made by 
Iraq were two Silicon Graphics 380 high- 
speed work stations. Silicon Graphics was 
a new supercomputer company then, but 
was already carving out its niche, second 
only to the Cray company. It was so new, 
in fact, that only a few Silicon Graphics 
high-speed mainframes existed. One of 
the first production models delivered 
went to the Army Research Lab at 
Aberdeen. 

The sale of the two SG-380s to Iraq was 
opposed at the time by the Pentagon, but the 
military was overruled by the White House 
after intercession by the U.S. Commerce 
Department. The two work stations were 
located during Gulf War mop-up operations 
and “were carted off by U.S. intelligence,” a 
Pentagon source told SOF. 

Shown photographs of two civilian sci- 
entists at Aberdeen whom Fickie says pro- 
vided Bull with supercomputer power, 
Soghanalian immediately identified one by 
name — the same one named by retired 
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During the 1980s, Iraq spent more than 
$30 billion on arms, much of it through 
Sarkis Soghanalian. As a_ result, 
Soghanaiian spent two years as neighbor 
of Manuel Noriega — but his record was 
later expunged. Interviewed in Paris, he 
corroborated identity of ARL scientists — 
accused by Fickie and Curtis — as having 
been together in Geneva and Baghdad. 


U.S. Customs Agent Curtis as being 
allegedly mixed up in Bull’s illegal South 
Africa deal. 

“I saw him in Geneva with Jerry Bull,” 
said Soghanalian. “They were [at] lunch the 
first time I saw them. Then I saw him again. 
He stayed two or three days in Geneva ...” 

Soghanalian said that a few days later 
the same U.S. Army scientist flew with Bull 
to Baghdad aboard Soghanalian’s private 
jet. Although Bull worked for Saddam 
Hussein up until the time of his death, 
Soghanalian quit working for the Iraqi gov- 
ernment in 1989. 

“Jerry Bull told me he was one of the 
best guys ... for evaluating and testing 
weapons. I said to Jerry, “You’re involving 
too many people. This is supposed to be a 
secret operation.’ He said, ‘No, I trust him 
fully. He is a great help to me.’” 

Soghanalian said he has not been inter- 
viewed by the FBI or any other federal inves- 
tigator about the computer links between Iraq 
and Aberdeen Research Laboratory — which 
raises questions about just how hard Louis 
Freeh’s agents are working on the case. The 
G-man’s standard “no comment” is presum- 
ably designed to prevent untimely revela- 
tions on cases that are active, but the Second 
Coming is also “pending.” 

And, unfortunately in this case, “no 
comment” just as easily conceals a curious- 
ly moribound disinterest. 

Next month: The China connection. 


SOF's National Affairs Editor James L. 
Pate has spent the past year investigating 
chronic management and security problems 
behind the fence of the Army Research 
Laboratory at Aberdeen Proving Ground. 
This past summer he worked as co-produc- 
er for the ABC news magazine 20/20, which 
aired a story in September on ARL's alleged 
computer links to Iraq. ®& 
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SOF Interviews Roy Boehm 
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U.S. Navy Lieutenant Commander Roy Henry Boehm 

(Ret.), the legendary founder of'the SEALs, was interviewed 

a few months before the release of his autobiography, First 

SEAL (co-authored with Charles W. Sasser; published by 
Simon. & Schuster, Inc., 1997; hardback, 308 pages; $23). 

; The book chronicles the Long Island, N.Y. native’s 


remarkable career: at age 18, a gut-wrenching dive in 1941 


at Pearl Harbor to recover bodies from the USS Arizona, 
then gunnery duty in the Pacific on an ill-fated destroyer, the 
USS Duncan; entering Underwater Demolition Team train- 
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ing in 1954 as an “old man” of 31; creation, in ’61, of a 
aye unconventional-warfare unit — by order of President 
Kennedy, strategic recon in Cuba during the Missile Crisis; 
UW training with Special Forces soldiers; a ClA-ordered 


- assassination in’62 in the Dominican Republic; and, jungle 
_ and riverine combat in Vietnam. 


SOF contributor Gary P. Joyce, a Vietnam veteran of the 


Army LRRPs, interviewed Roy Boehm at the UDT/SEAL 


Museum's “Muster” in Fort Pierce, Fla. 
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SOF: How did the idea for the SEALs 
evolve? 

R.B.: I was told by my commanding 
officer ‘in UDT-21, Bill Hamilton, he 
wanted me ... I always bitched about the 
UDT being idle. I said, “This damn 
Marine Corps won't allow us past the 
berm line ——- which we're violating all 
the time anyway. We -have the greatest 
capabilities in the world.” I said, “Turn 
us loose.” | 

Bill Hamilton — seeing’ what came 
down the pike... he never asked you to 
do anything, he told you -— he says, 


, Let me tell you about leadership. 
Leadership comes in one part. The only 
‘thing you really need to know is two words: 


two criteria for that “Follow mez? The men 
“have gotta have enough faith i in you to know 





that if you say “Go” =—- there’s no disputing 
it, they’ll follow you. If they don’ t have that 
much faith in you,.then they gotta know 
,you’re the meanest son-of-a-bitch in the 
“world and they should be more afraid of you 
than of any mission-they’re going on. When 
you got those criteria going on, you got 
your basic leadership. 
This here “turn the athe cheek,” political- 





(left) Seaman Roy Boehm began his Navy 
diving career in a “hard hat.” (below) 
Early-day SEALs prepare for lock-out 
exercise abosig submarine.” 


“Give me an outfit that’ll go anyplace, do 
anything; I want the roughest, toughest 


bunch you can imagine.” I says, “What 
kinda guidelines?” He says, “You train: ‘em 
and if they don’t meet with my approval, 
you’re gonna answer to me.” So that was 
the guidelines ... and so I had to train them 
for everything. Eyerything. 


“Follow me.” Once you get that, there’re 
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ly correct [military] ... that’s all fine — but it 
don’t work. It don’t make what is needed: 
for a man to go in there and get the job done. 
That’s my opinion. In leadership ... it’s not 
the good guys, it’s not any of that. It’s, “Are 
you good enough to have the men follow 
you? Do they respect you enough to do what 
you say regardless of the consequences?” 

My men covered me. Where I failed, they 
filled in and covered me. All my missions 
were successful because of my men. Not 
because of me. They had enough faith to 
follow. The other thing: They feared me 
enough to know ... don’t wire-brush me — 
like shitting on a wildcat and not having 
anything to defend yourself with! 

SOF: Did all of the original SEALs come 
from UDT-21? 

R.B.: Yeah. Into SEAL Team 2. The bad 
part was ... on the West Coast they had 
[Underwater Demolition] teams 11, 12 and 
13 they could draw from. We just had Team- 
21. And I could not strip Underwater 
Demolition Team 21 to satisfy my require- 
ments. Therefore ... I had 75% of the team 
trained. I got together with the commander 
of 21, and I was too much sailor to strip 21 
— we knew this was from whence we 
[SEALs] came — and I knew what I’d need 
in order to support my SEALs. I needed 
people in sub ops, I needed people to train 
people coming up to replace the people I 
was gonna burn out. That’s why we only 
started with 50 originals. But I had to leave 
‘em where we was until we had a nucleus 
we could build on. The other problem was 
that no one knew what we were doing 
[because of secrecy]. ... 

I went into Vietnam just before the SEALs 
went in there to check out the “junk force.” 
I sent “Lump Lump” in — H.R. Williams, 
he’s dead now. He was my closest operator. 
Him and [James] Tipton and ... read Brave 
Men, Dark Waters and you’ll see some of 
them in Cuba — but I was tasked with oper- 
ating immediately. 

Then I had Cuba. And then I had the mis- 
sile crisis. Then I had a problem in the 
Dominican Republic which was related to 
Cuba ... and you’ll love that. I’m not gonna 
tell you about that. You'll have to read the 
book to find out about that. ... 

This is the strain that was put on us. The 
reason I became the bastard that I did is 
because I wasn’t getting the equipment that 
my men needed to get a “round trip.” Don’t 
give me a gun today and tell me to be an 
expert tomorrow! I needed the gun now so 
that J could train the people, make them pro- 
ficient so they’d make a round trip. Then I’d 
have [sailors’] wives: What's my husband 
doing gone all the time? “Lady, I’m giving 
your and your kids a husband and a father 
that'll come back to them. The only way I 
can do that is with training. So if you don’t 
see him for a year look at it this way: You 
still got a husband. If I let him stay home and 
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play hanky-panky you ain’t gonna have a 
husband after the first operation we go on.” 

My men ... even when I got the equipment 
... I'd train ‘em in everything, then take it 
away from them. And I figured when they 
could do that operation with nothing, then 
they were ready to do it with everything I 
gave them. So I was hard on them. I don’t 
think that any of these people that have ever 
worked for me ... I was tough on them. But 
I brought them round trip. 

The same with the river-patrol boats. I put 
8- to 9,000 of those people through [train- 
ing} in PBRs. I designed them to support the 
SEALs and downed pilots. To go with their 
{fiberjglass boats where no one else would 
go. ... When they come up to me and say 
“Do you remember me, Roy?” I’d say, “T 
didn’t want to remember you. I was sending 
you in to throw rocks at guys [while you 
were] riding a ‘glass boat. It was enough to 
train you and maybe get you a round trip, 
but I didn’t want anything personal.” I had 
enough with my own team, where I knew 
every single man. 

SOF: Why did UDT and the SEALs coex- 
ist for so long? [UDT wasn’t deactivated 
until 1983.] 

R.B.: In 1962, when I went into Cuba on 


- The scorching, sec 
) ar 
mint: 


© come by beth 3 
RICHARD MARCINKO 
and JOHN WEISMAN 
t 

Eke 7 oe 
ROGUE: WARRIOR! Series 


ER OF FORTUNE 





a recon, I said there shouldn't have been any 
differentiation between UDT and SEALs; 
we’re all trained to do the same thing. There 
should be no difference. I fought this so 
hard. When it came time for the Cuba mis- 
sion I took ... three UDTs and three SEALs. 
... | was trying to prove to that bunch of 
hind ends, those conventional suckers, 
“Hey, there is no difference between the 
UDT men and the SEALs.” And I told my 
SEALs, “The first one of you to look down 
on UDT, from whence you came, you're 
gonna be riding nine knots on one those 
things that looks like a shoebox.” 

SOF: J don’t understand the “shoebox” ... 

R.B.: You Army? 

SOF: Yeah 

R.B.: Blanket-head, huh? We’ll forgive ya. 

{On Richard Marcinko, original comman- 
der of counter-terrorist SEAL Team 6:;] 

R.B.: When you surpass the master you 
have paid him his wages. And “Rotten 
Richard” has surpassed the master. That 
son-of-a-bitch is beautiful. Say what you 
want, we never was Jack Armstrong, the all- 
American boy. That’s what they want to do 
in re-writing history; they want to make us 


Continued on page 72 
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Oklahoma City Update 


PRIOR WARNING 
PARI 2 
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ATF Shoots 
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Until now, senior federal officials, supported by local politi- 
cians, have been largely successful in concealing important facts 
surrounding the OKC bombing. Last month we raised the ques- 
tion of federal law enforcement having prior warning/prior 
knowledge of threats to the Murrah Building, and strong evidence 


of a wider conspiracy than Tim McVeigh: and Terry Nichols, 
reporting that the shroud of federal secrecy was severely rent ear- 
lier this year during a federal trial in Tulsa of former ATF confi- 
dential informant Carol Howe, who was found innocent. 

We continue the exposé of how Carol Howe was prosecuted on 


here is new, credible information 
that Howe gave BATF Agent 
Angela Finley written information 
that the “Morrow” [sic] Building in 
Oklahoma City was a target. The 
document containing this information is 
among those suspected of having been 
removed from Howe’s official ATF file and 
subsequently destroyed. 
There is reportedly an investigation into 
the circumstances surrounding the disap- 
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justice. 


what is? 





by Roger G. Charles 


pearance of this and other records from 
Howe’s CI file. 

Two days after the bombing, FBI 
Special Agent James R. Blanchard, II sub- 
mitted a report of his and Special Agent 
Finley’s interviews of Carol Howe in 


. Finley’s 





After a personal tragedy 
led former Tulsa, Okla., 
debutante Carol Howe to 
contact local racists, 
abuse by them, in turn, 
led her to work as a con- 
fidential informant for the 
BATF — at considerable 
risk and for $25 a day — 
on investigations relating 
to racist and terrorist 
activities centered 
around Elohim City. 
Howe testified she fore- 
warned the feds of pro- 
posed attacks on the 
Murrah Building. After 
the feds wasted that 
priceless intelligence and 
more than a hundred 
lives were lost, it became 
necessary to discredit 
Howe: She was charged 
with “conspiracy, making 
bomb threats and pos- 
session of explosive 
materials.” She was, of 
course, acquitted on all 
accounts — and the bid- 
ding war is on for TV 
rights to her tragic story. 
Here, Howe leaves the 
Tulsa Federal Court 
Building for a lunch 
break with her parents 
during 28 July 1997 trial. 


bogus charges to discredit her knowledge and testimony that the 
«feds had been given prior warnings of the impending O OKC disas- . 

ter, how they dropped the ball-at the cost of innocent lives, and 

have engaged in a CYA exercise ever since — at the expense of 


Howe had even reported to her ATF handler that local racist 
Dennis Mahon and “Nazi” German visitor Andy Strassmeir had 
made three trips to case “the federal building in Oklahoma City” 
as one of three potential targets. If this isn’t “strategic warning,” 





Oklahoma City. 

The 22 and 23 February 1995 entries in 
monthly report on CI-183’s 
(Howe’s) investigation — discussed in 
detail last month in these pages — con- 
firmed beyond any doubt that the FBI had 
muscled the ATF out of the investigation of 
armed radicals at Elohim City, and stopped 
ATF’s planned arrest of Andy Strassmeir, an 
illegal alien in possession of firearms. It then 
becomes obvious why FBI director Louis 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE & DECEMBER 1997 


Freeh, Attorney General Janet Reno and the 
Clinton White House were anxious to 
announce that the OKC bombing had been 
solved and the perpetrators apprehended. 
Within 50 hours they had done so, notwith- 
standing serious gaps and contradictions in 
the case against McVeigh and Nichols. Most 
disturbing, however, is their certain knowl- 
edge that “others unknown” were centrally 
involved — and remained at large. 
Blanchard’s report is worth a detailed 
examination. But first, we should note some 
spelling anomalies: Carol Howe is referred 
to as “Carol;” Robert Millar is referred to as 
“Bob Lamar;” Dennis Mahon is “Dennis 
Mehaun;” Andy Strassmeir is “Andy 
Strasmeyer;” Elohim City is “Elohm City;” 





to shut down Howe’s activity at Elohim City 
two months before the bombing would only 
make C]-183’s case all the more memorable 
to ATF aparachniks. 

It remains unclear whether Strassmeir 
was a real neo-Nazi; playing the role of a 
double agent with his U.S. and German han- 
dlers; or was an honest-to-God pretend-Nazi, 
serving both countries at great personal risk 
and sacrifice; was a trash-talking fantazoid 
— or was an agent provacateur. 


John Doe Ii: Who Is He, And 
Who Says So? 
The second major point of contention 


revolves around what Howe communicated 
about John Doe I. Blanchard’s 







the 19 April anniversary for Waco is authors fleS report said, “CAROL has seen an 
stated as “April syigence Buen individual named “TONY” 
18th;” and Hitler’s  . GB protective ee resembling the composite of 
birthday of 20 April iS paler next’ UNSUB #2. [unknown subject 
is listed as “April Bc “ - #2, i.e., John Doe I].” And in 





















19th.” With these 

clever “errors,” any 

key-word search of 
the automated data- 
base containing this 
record would not regis- 
ter hits on the intention- 
ally distorted versions 
of these names and dates 
— and such obfuscation 
would permit subpoenas 
to be effectively ignored 
without being legally dis- 
obeyed. 


Andreas Strassmeir was list- 
ed on this State Department \ 
Protective Intelligence Bulletin 
— after he had left the country— ™ 
as not to be allowed entry to the 
United States. Tough luck for any inde- 
pendent grand jury who might want to 
talk to him. 


Richard L. Sherrow 


Who Called Whom - And When? 


The first sentence of Finley’s report con- 
tains one of two major “facts” strongly dis- 
puted by Carol Howe: On April 20, 1995, 
this agent [Finley] was contacted by CI- 
93270-1583 [Howe’s full CI designator] in 
regard to the bombing in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma. 

Howe claims that Agent Finley contacted 
her within hours of the bombing and request- 
ed a meeting. Is it believable that for hours 
after the bombing, Finley just sat by the tele- 
phone, waiting until the next day for infor- 
mant Howe to call her ATF case officer? 

Even if Finley would have overlooked 
this obvious lead, someone in the ATF hier- 
archy would have remembered Howe’s 
reports. In addition to Finley, Finley’s super- 
visors in Tulsa, Dallas and Washington, D.C. 
(with several layers of desk jockeys leading 
to the ATF Director, John McGaw), were 
familiar with the case of their Cl who had 
infiltrated Elohim City. Howe had been the 
key to the ATF’s planned arrest of Strassmeir 
in late February 1995. That the plan had to 
be called off after the FBI ordered the ATF 


DECEMBER 1997 ®@ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 








her ATF report dated 22 May 
1995, Agent Finley claimed, 
“CI-183 stated that he/she 
believed suspect #2 resem- 
bled one of the residents of 
Elohim City, Tony Ward.” 
Yet, Howe told two jour- 
nalists in January of this 
year, John Cash of the 
McCurtain County 
Gazette, in  Idabell, 

Oklahoma, and Donald 
\ Thrasher, a producer with ABC 
News 20/20, that there’s “not a 
doubt in my mind Brescia is 

Py} John Doe II.” The news that 
my §©Michael Brescia was John Doe 
II, coming from a reliable infor- 
mant with key knowledge of the 
Elohim City players, must have been 
seen as a threat to the hastily constructed 
explanation that the lead perpetrator was 
Tim McVeigh, and that he and Terry Nichols 
were the only active participants in the con- 
spiracy to blow up the Murrah Building. 

Brescia had roomed with Andy 
Strassmeir at Elohim City: If Brescia were 
allowed to be officially designated a subject 
or a suspect, Strassmeir would also have 
become a central figure to the investigation 
— and so would members of the band of 
bank robbers known as the “Mid-West” 
bank robbers. This group claimed to be part 
of the “Aryan Republican Army” and in 
various combinations has been charged with 
sticking up some 22 banks. Brescia is cur- 
rently in federal custody, awaiting sentenc- 
ing for his participation in at least one of the 
22 bank robberies. He was engaged to one 
of Millar’s numerous granddaughters. 

The 21 April report noted that “CAROL 
leamed that ... EC’s Security Officer is 
ANDY STRASMEYER [sic], an illegal 
alien from Germany, who is a former West 
German Infantry Officer.” Blanchard’s 21 
April report went on to synopsize much of 
what Carol Howe had told her ATF handler 
in the period September 1994 - March 1995. 
The key points were: STRASMEYER has 
talked frequently about direct action against 


the U.S. Government. He is trained in 
weaponry and has discussed assassinations, 


bombings and mass _ shootings. 
STRASMEYER frequently talks about direct 
action against the U.S. Federal 


Government. ... CAROL described EC resi- 
dents as being ultra-militant white sepa- 
ratists. ... There is much required reading at 
the compound such as Mein Kamph, The 
Silent Brotherhood and The Turner Diaries. 
The Turner Diaries is a book which 
described the idea of driving a delivery 
truck loaded with explosives into the deliv- 
ery area of a federal building and detonat- 
ing it at 9:30 a.m. ... MEHAUN [sic] has 
talked with CAROL about targeting federal 
installations for destruction through bomb- 
ings, such as the IRS Building, the Tulsa 
Federal Building and the Oklahoma City 
Federal Building. MEHAUN and 
STRASMEYER has [sic] taken three trips to 
Oklahoma City in November, 1994, 
December, 1994, and February, 1995. ... 
April 18th [sic] is the anniversary of the 
WACO raid and April 19th [sic] is 
HITLER’s birthday. CAROL said EC resi- 
dents are very conscious of these dates. ... 

Two days after the bombing, the above 
report was filed with the OKCBOMB Task 
Force. Some 26,000 plus reports of investi- 
gation were filed (many initiated by 
estranged relatives and “friends,” especially 
mothers-in-law) on suspect John Doe Is. 
These leads were literally pursued all over 
the world — but Andy Strassmeir, close at 
hand, was not. 

Strassmeir sat at Elohim City until 
August 1995 and Dennis Mahon, sat in 
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Dennis Mahon, Tulsa’s favorite white 
supremacist, talks to media last July, pre- 
ceding his appearance before the 
Oklahoma County Grand Jury investigat- 
ing the OKC bombing. Going in, he 
expressed sympathy for Glenn Wilburn’s 
death. Wilburn, who lost two grandsons 
in the bombing, had led the fight for a 
grand jury investigation to determine if 
feds had prior warning. Mahon told 
reporters he pleads the fifth amendment 
when asked about his knowledge of the 
bombing, had earlier bragged he blew up 
a truck with a fertilizer bomb. DA 
Investigator Larry Dellinger, who was 
escorting Mahon, waits patiently for his 
charge to wind down. 
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... On February 22, 1995 this agent met with OHP Trooper Ken Stafford to exchange certain 


| information regarding this investigation. Trooper Stafford indicated that the FBI also had 


an ongoing investigation regarding Elohim City. 


On this same date, RAC David Roberts met with the United States Attorney for the 
Northern Judicial District of Oklahoma, Steve Lewis, to Discuss this investigation 


On February 23, 1995 RAC David Roberts was contacted by FBI supervisor, Marty 
Webber, who stated that FBI Special Agent in Charge, Bob Ricks, would be available 
during the week of February 27 through March 03, 1995 to meet with ATF Special agent 
in Charge, Lester Martz. RAC Roberts then contacted Dallas Division to request SAC, 
Martz meet with SAC, Ricks to discuss the investigation of Elohim City. ... 


Tulsa. Numerous associates were busted, 
yet, neither were interviewed about the 
Oklahoma City bombing until Strassmeir 
was safely out of the country, and was inter- 
viewed by trans-Atlantic telephone on 30 
April and 1 May 1996! The resulting report 
of that interview is noteworthy for its 
insipid tone. 


State Department And 
“Andy The German” 


On 27 April 1995, a special agent of the 
Diplomatic Security Service called the 
American embassy in Bonn to request 
German police intelligence and criminal- 
history checks on Strassmeir. The U.S. 
Ambassador cabled that initial reports gave 
Strassmeir a clean bill of health, but mili- 
tary record checks and Berlin police record 
checks were pending, and would follow. 
These last two record checks were never 
provided to McVeigh’s defense team. 

Following this message to Washington, 


Carol Howe told two journalists, John 
Cash of the McCurtain County Gazette, in 
Idabell, Oklahoma, and Donald Thrasher, 
of ABC News 20/20, there was “not a 
doubt in my mind [Michael] Brescia is 
John Doe Il.” If, according to a reliable 
informant with key knowledge of the 
Elohim City players, Brescia is John Doe 
ll, this would threaten the hastily con- 
structed explanation that McVeigh and 
Terry Nichols were the only active partici- 
pants in the conspiracy to blow up the 
Murrah Building. 

Currently in federal custody awaiting 
sentencing for participation in at least 
one of the 22 bank robberies by “Aryan 
Republican Army” aka “Midwestern Bank 
Bandits,” Brescia was former roomie of 
Strassmeir at Elohim City. Acknowledge a 
role by Brescia, and Strassmeir — and 
“Aryan Republican Army” — become 
central to OKC investigation. 

.At left is Brescia in high school year- 
book; at right is one of FBI composite 
sketches of “John Doe Il.” 
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there is a several-months gap where few 
federal government records are available on 
the imported Nazi, until after he returned to 
Germany in January 1996. 


Once More Into the Breech 


Finley disclosed in her May 1995 
monthly report of Howe’s investigation that 
the ATF and FBI had jointly “determined 
that CI-183 would be sent to Elohim City to 
obtain any intelligence relating to the bomb- 
ing.” This most interesting document went 
on to relate that: On May 1, 1995 CI-183 
traveled to Elohim City and stayed for three 
[sic] days. ... On May 3, 1995 this agent met 
with CI-183 and debriefed him/her. This 
agent then took CI-183 to Oklahoma City to 
meet with ATF and FBI agents for further 
debriefing ... CI-183 did speak to an indi- 
vidual who stated, ‘There is a big secret out 
here.’ ... On May 13, 1995 this agent met 
with CI-183 to discuss returning to Elohim 
City in order to determine what the ‘big 
secret’ is and to attempt to identify suspect 
#2 [John Doe IT]. 

This last sentence gives lie to later fed- 
eral law-enforcement efforts to distance 
themselves from CI-183 by depreciating her 
performance. Subsequent claims that Howe 
produced nothing of value in her first post- 
bombing trip to Elohim City are flatly con- 
tradicted by the ATF-FBI plan to send her 
out to Elohim city for yet a second under- 
cover visit. 


Hostile-Fire Pay: $25 A Day 


Howe had been receiving $125 per week 
from the ATF as pay for her work as a CI 
until deactivated in March 1995 (probably 
at the demand of the FBI). She demanded, 
and received, a substantial pay hike for her 
two-day visit to Elohim City $400 per day. 
Although Finley and the FBI had been anx- 
ious for CI-183 to make an immediate post- 
bombing visit to Elohim City, showing 
again that mission comes first and Cl’s are 
expendable, Howe had the good sense to 
refuse an immediate visit, noting that it 
would be suspicious if after a two-months’ 
absence, CI-183 shows up right after the 
Oklahoma City bombing. 

Before returning Howe to Millar’s lair, 
the ATF had to reactivate her as CI-183. 
According to Finley, this was accomplished 
via telephone calls ... the paperwork fol- 
lowed. On 18 May, in a “Request of Use of 


Author's files 


RO! filed by BATF Agent Angela Finley to 
SAC of Dallas Field Division cites ongo- 
ing ATF/FBI/Oklahoma State investigation 
of persons associated with Elohim City 
via informant Carol Howe, before OKC 
bombing. Howe testified she warned feds 
of proposed attack on Murrah Building. 
Document: Author’s files 


Confidential Informant,” Finley wrote: This 
is a request to re-activate CI-53270-183. It 
is requested that CI-53270-183 be returned 
to the active informant roster in order to aid 
in the Oklahoma City bombing investiga- 
tion ... It has been established through sev- 
eral prior meetings with the informant, that 
he/she is stable and capable of working in 
this investigation. 

Nearly a year later these same ATF 
agents, Finley and her supervisor (Roberts), 
gave credit to Howe in a formal Threat 
Assessment (dated 22 April 1996), compiled 
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Sans usual beard, Canadian expatriate 
and Elohim City leader “Rev.” Robert 
Millar called a press conference in May 
1995, to dispute claims Tim McVeigh 
made calls to Elohim City in weeks pre- 
ceding OKC bombing. White separatist 
guru denied he is an FBI informant when 
questioned last July, but said he has 
cooperated with various police agencies. 
FBI testified Millar was a “source of infor- 
mation.” 
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Saddam Hussein had no qualms about unleashing the 
worst he had, conventional Scud-B missiles, against the 
Saudi capital of Riyadh during the Gulf War. Here, Saudis 
examine the rubble of a government office building. 
(insets) Ground zero of Iraqi Scud with conventional war- 


issiles that have been acquired 
by Iran are mostly short and 
medium-range and of Russian, 
Chinese and North Korean 


origin. Tehran has recently 
taken delivery of Chinese cruise missiles, 
the first of which were test-fired in the 
Persian Gulf, in June this year. Some of 
these can carry a payload of a ton or more. 
Scud missiles are traded by North Korea 
for Gulf petroleum in a _ convoluted 
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exchange whereby it is refined by China. 
Judging by developments in Iran itself 
(and the kind of equipment that has been 
obtained abroad) it would appear that the 
Iranian nuclear program is double-pronged. 
Primary attention is being accorded to the 
more basic implosion and gun-type 
weapons systems. The latter is the same 
bomb that was detonated over Hiroshima in 
August 1945 and caused 100,000 immedi- 
ate deaths and another 40,000 fatalities 
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head that hit U.S. military barracks in Dhahran, Saudi 
Arabia, during the Gulf War, compared to ground zero of 
crude but effective U.S. nuke that ended WW Il in Japan. 
Which toys would assorted Saddams, Khadaffis — or their 
terrorist surrogates — prefer? 


within the next six or eight months. 

It is interesting that South Africa, too, 
followed this path: The seven-odd fission 
weapons built by the South Africans were 
gun-type. According to a document provid- 
ed to the author by the Atomic Energy 
Corporation, their yields ranged from four 
kiloton (@ 80% enrichment) to 20 kiloton 
(@ 96% enrichment). 

With tritium, which Pretoria acquired 
from Israel in exchange for an unspecified 
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Notoriously inaccurate, many Scuds such as this one outside Riyadh, were intercepted 
by Patriot antimissile missiles and fell harmlessly outside target area. However, in 
horseshoes, hand grenades and Hiroshimas — close counts. 


quantity of uranium ore, these yields could 
have been boosted to about half a megaton 
(half a million tons of TNT). No doubt the 
Islamic nations would like to follow suit. 
Iranian underground opposition groups 
also maintain that since the Persians have 
shown an unusual interest in the acquisition 
of red mercury (/nternational Defense 
Review, June 1994) it is not implausible that 
Tehran is devoting time and effort towards 
trying to build its own pure fusion 
(enhanced-radiation) bomb that could be 
fired by a conventional field gun. Israel is 
said to have developed such a weapon, fired 
by 155mm artillery. This was the type and 
yield (about 3 kilotons) of blast that a U.S. 
Vela ballistic early warning satellite spotted 
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in September 1979 in the South Atlantic 
near South Africa’s Prince Edward Islands. 
Again, in classic style, the Israelis neither 
admit nor deny anything. Such a device is 
referred to in the trade as a “tactical” battle- 
field nuclear weapon, comparable in appli- 
cation to the U.S.-developed nuclear 
artillery or Davy Crockett rounds. 
Increasingly, Russia’s role in assisting 
Iran to achieve partial nuclear parity is 
viewed with alarm by many, not only in the 
West, but also in some CIS states. They are 
all at risk if one of the Muslim countries 
acquires nuclear capability, it is argued. 
Even backward Algeria has shown interest 
in getting the bomb. Until February 1992, 
Algeria was secretly building a Chinese- 


supplied reactor at Ain Oussera, a remote 
site in the Atlas Mountains south of Algiers. 
Looking at the broader picture and based 
on some remarkable financial considera- 
tions, it makes about as much sense provid- 
ing Tehran’s mullahs — Iran is a CIS neigh- 
bor state — with the wherewithal to build a 
crude nuclear device as it would for the 
Americans to equip Cuba with ICBMs. 


Lonely Moscow 
Buying Friends? 

Certainly, Moscow is today viewed with 
great suspicion by many Islamic countries. 
This was the result, largely, of the way the 
Kremlin handled the Chechen crisis. It was 
mainly Muslims that were targeted, and that 
in a conflict that was based as much on 
Islamic principles as it was a demand for 
independence. However, even Yeltsin has 
acknowledged to the Americans that such a 
weapon, ultimately, could be turned on his 
own people. But, as one former Soviet strate- 
gist has declared: “It is better to assist these 
people, our neighbors, now, so we know 
what they are doing, rather than to let them 
venture into uncharted terrain in the future.” 

The basis of the Russian argument rests 
with the fact that not only does Iran have the 
right under NPT provisions to a full range 
of safeguarded fuel-cycle facilities, but that 
the IAEA (International Atomic Energy 
Agency), with Russians present, will do 
what it needs to, in order to ensure that none 
of these facilities are misused. 

This is an interesting premise in the light 
of what has previously happened in Iraq, 
whose case history is regarded as a cata- 
logue of duplicity and deceit. As one 
observer noted: “From day one, the Iraqis 
lied with great fluency.” 

More important, dealings with Baghdad 
have resulted in skepticism in some quarters 
as to whether the IAEA is really capable of 
doing the job for which it was intended. 
There has been much criticism of Hans 
Blix, the IAEA’s departing director general 
who is a lawyer, not a nuclear scientist. He 
has consistently been accused of being 
naive in his optimism that his organization 
can stem the spread of nuclear weapons. 

The case for this argument was most 
forcefully put by The Washington Post in 
April 1995, It said: “Blix knew that while 
some officials in Washington saw his 
agency as part of the solution to emerging 
nuclear threats, others regarded the IAEA as 
part of the problem.” The newspaper 
reminded its readers that after the Gulf War 
had ended in 1991, the U.N. went on to dis- 
cover that Saddam Hussein had pursued a 
$10 billion secret nuclear weapons program 
under the noses of IAEA inspectors. At best, 
there were more than 10,000 people 
employed in the program. 

Based on confidential interviews with 
returning inspectors, a 1993 study by the 
Pentagon’s Defense Nuclear Agency con- 
cluded: “Iraq often successfully manipulat- 
ed the inspections. The lesson here is that 
any potential violator in the future may be 
able to out-wait the inspection process 
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through delays and denials.” 

The Washington Post: “Several 
Americans who had worked at the IAEA 
publicly attacked Blix’s inspectors as weak- 
kneed, milquetoast U.N. types. Some U.S. 
nuclear weapons scientists retumed from 
JAEA-supervised missions to Iraq grum- 
bled that Blix wouldn’t know a nuclear 
bomb if he tripped over one.” 

To be fair, there is, at present, a French 
nuclear weapons designer working full-time 
with the group. He took over from an 
American nuclear specialist. 

All this has relevance to what is happen- 
ing in Iran today. Following the disclosure, 
late 1989 by Reza Amrollahi, Iran’s Deputy 
President for Atomic Energy, that uranium 
deposits had been discovered near Saghand in 
the east of the country, he said soon after- 
wards that additional deposits had been found 
in 10 other locations. Amrollahi also 
announced that Iran would be opening a ura- 
nium processing plant to make the country 
self-sufficient in uranium dioxide concentrate 
(yellowcake), which can be further processed 
into reactor fuel or enriched into HEU. 

Enter the IAEA: Following reports that 
Iran might be developing an unsafeguarded 
supply of enriched uranium, the organiza- 
tion made a cursory visit to Saghand and 
five other suspect nuclear sites. There were 
nine more uranium mines mentioned by 
Amrollahi that were given the all clear with- 
out in loco inspections. Nor did IAEA 
inspectors ask to be shown other locations 
near Saghand where a milling plant might 
have been located. Yet two years before 
that, a report from the Iranian Majlis had 
given details of a “uranium bullion plant” 
that would employ 800 people and was to 
be established in the Saghand area. 

According to an American publication 
Iran Brief (1 June 1995) Amrollahi told a 
Tehran radio interviewer that Iran would 
open three more yellowcake milling facili- 
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The French built Iraq a clone of this Osiris 
research reactor at Baghdad named 
“Osirak” — but it was destroyed by Israeli 
bombing raid days before its commis- 
sioning in 1981. 
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At the 


end of the Gulf War, Iraq pledged 
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to help UN destroy lraqi weapons of mass 


destruction. Here, UN inspection team leader Dimitri Perricos of Greece, right, and 
Anne Wiles of Britain confer in Manama, Bahrain, after 10-day mission in Iraq. Noted 
one observer, “From day one, the Iraqis lied with great fluency.” (right) When UN 
inspection team uncovered documents describing lraq’s nuclear weapons program, 


they were detained in Baghdad by Iraqis. 


ties in addition to the one at Saghand. Two 
of these sites were identified as Bandar 
Abbas and Bandar-e Langeh, both of which 
are on the Gulf. 

In spite of protests to the contrary, 
there is every indication that the Russians 
are likely to continue to play a seminal 
role in any future Iranian nuclear program. 
Moscow continues to discount involve- 
ment in weapons development, which 
does not make sense since all evidence 
points in that direction, including missile 
weaponization. 

The United States has repeatedly asked 
President Yeltsin to cancel its deals, 
including one for the construction of a 
moribund nuclear power plant. Washington 
maintains that with access to such high 
technology, Tehran could use the reactor to 
bolster its nuclear infrastructure and as a 
cover to obtain sensitive nuclear technolo- 
gies and equipment critical for producing 
separated plutonium or HEU. 





ces 
UNSCOM recovered missile guidance 
and control parts from canal, dumped 
by Iraq in disingenuous attempt to pre- 
tend they didn’t exist. 


Henry Arvidsson, UNSCOM Z 


Adding to suspicions that the Iranians 
are moving in this direction, are the sign- 
ings of secret protocols between Tehran and 
Moscow, jointly declaring their commit- 
ment to negotiate additional contracts for 
research reactors, to build a gas centrifuge 
for enriching uranium, to train [ranian sci- 
entific personnel at Russian academic insti- 
tutions (10 to 20 a year) and to develop 
more uranium mines. 

Already, there are hundreds of Russian 
technicians and scientists working at the 
Bushehr and other sites in Iran. So great is 
the concern over the potentially dangerous 
pool of unemployed former Soviet nuclear 
scientists spreading nuclear weapon technol- 
ogy, some members of the U.S. Congress 
proposed the govemment help former Soviet 
nuclear scientists find work in the West. 
Senator Sam Nunn, D-Ga., chairman of the 
Senate Armed Forces Committee, noted “we 
have the potential for the greatest prolifera- 
tion in history of weapons from the world’s 
largest military arsenal to Third World coun- 
tries, to terrorist groups and to the Saddam 
Husseins of the future.” 

Moscow does make much of the fact that 
any Russian-supplied reactor would be 
painstakingly safeguarded by the IABKA. 
Plutonium-laden spent fuel, it says, will be 
retumed to where it originally came from. 
However, as David Albright —- who has 
been in Iraq with IAEA Action Teams and 
has much practical and scientific knowledge 
of all the implications — points out, a large 
power reactor (or reactors) would eventual- 
ly discharge great quantities of plutonium in 
spent fuel. This raises the possibility that 
some of this sensitive material could be 
diverted for weapons use if Iran chose to 
abrogate its Non-Proliferation Treaty com- 
mitments. Considering that Tehran strenu- 
ously denies being involved in developing 
nuclear weapons — when all evidence 
points to the contrary — how can their 
assurances be accepted at face value? 

Albright says, “Russia has the largest ura- 
nium-enrichnient centrifuge program in the 
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ou can own the same hand- 

gun and sound suppressor 

used by our elite special 

operations units. Heckler & 

Koch (Dept. SOF, 21480 

Pacific Blvd., Sterling, VA 

22170-8903; phone: 703-450-1900) has 

produced a limited quantity of the MK23 

MOD O .45 ACP pistol for civilian con- 

sumption that differ only by virtue of the 

absence of U.S. government markings and a 

magazine that holds only 10 instead of 12 

rounds. Called the Mark 23, this hefty pistol 

carries an equally hefty $1,995 suggested 

retail price, complete with two magazines 

and a spiffy woodland-camouflage-pattern 

cordura carrying case that will not only 

accommodate the pistol, but two spare mag- 

azines, the sound suppressor and the Laser 
Aiming Module (LAM). 

The U.S. Special Operations Command 
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H&K’s USSOCOM Pistol Goes Public 


Photos courtesy of Heckler & Koch 


Operating by means of short-recoil with breech locking, based on a linkless modified 
Browning system (ejection port barrel-locking block), the H&K Mark 23/MK23 MOD O 
provides both single- and double-action modes and an ambidextrous manual safety 
lever that permits carrying in “condition one” (a round in the chamber, hammer cocked 
and safety on). 
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(USSOCOM) is the umbrella organization 
for the Navy SEALs, Army Ranger 
Battalions and Special Forces, Air Force 
Special Operations and several other 
unspecified clandestine operations groups. 
A detailed history of the development of the 
Special Operations Forces (SOF) Offensive 
Handgun and Suppressor project appeared 
in the June *93 and October ’95 issues of 
Soldier Of Fortune. 

Heckler & Koch’s SOF Offensive 
Handgun is to a large extent based upon their 
USP (Universal Self-Loading Pistol). It 
operates by means of short-recoil with 
breech locking, based on a linkless modified 
Browning system (ejection port barrel-lock- 
ing block) Weight of the pistol, with an 
empty magazine, is 2.66 pounds (1.21 kg). 
The pistol with a full magazine of 12 rounds 
of .45 ACP ball ammunition, together with 
the sound suppressor, weighs 4.22 pounds 
(1.91 kg). The length of the pistol is 9.65 
inches (245 mm). With the suppressor 
attached, the overall length of the system is 
16.56 inches (421 mm). Height is 5.9 inches 
(150 mm), and at its widest point this pistol 
measures 1.53 inches (38.8 mm). This is a 
large, heavy handgun by today’s standards. 

The barrel, 5.87 inches (149 mm) in 
length, has Heckler & Koch’s well-known 
polygonal rifling with six twist lines and a 
constant right-hand twist of one turn in 
15.98 inches (406 mm). Polygonal rifling 
provides a better gas seal, more consistent 
velocities, superior accuracy, ease of main- 
tenance and increased service life. The com- 
mercial Mark 23 features a barrel manufac- 
tured to SAAMI headspace specifications. 
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Both variants of this pistol are capable of 
firing +P .45 ACP ammunition. 

The injection-molded, two-piece poly- 
mer frame has been reinforced with a 15% 
microscopic glass-fiber content. There are 
four short steel guide rails (two on each side 
of the frame) for the slide interface. The 
grip’s front and rear straps are deeply cross- 
checkered with pointed tips, while the grip 
side panels have a rough, stippled texture 
and feature the H&K escutcheon on the left 
side and a U.S. patent number on the right 
side. Injection-molded polyamides are super 
industrial-strength synthetics well-known 
for their resistance to high temperatures, 
corrosion, wear, chemicals and radiation. 
Lighter than steel, they have a higher tensile 
strength than aluminum. The grip angle 
(defined as the angle between the front lead- 
ing edge of the grips and a line drawn nor- 
mal — perpendicular — to the bore’s axis) is 
17 degrees, exactly matching that of the Colt 
M1911A1 Government Model. 

Both single- and double-action modes are 
provided. The ambidextrous manual safety 
lever permits carrying in “condition one”’ (a 
round in the chamber, hammer cocked and 
safety on). Trigger-pull weight on Soldier Of 
Fortune’s test specimen in single-action was 
about 5 pounds. This increased to about 
11.25 pounds in double-action. Unlike the 
USP’s smooth trigger, the Mark 23/MK23 
MOD O trigger carries vertical serrations. 

A separate decocking lever has also been 
provided to silently lower the cocked ham- 
mer (it’s not very silent on our test pistol). 
Both the magazine catch/release, which is 
ambidextrous, and the slide-release lever 
are located in conventional posi- 
tions that permit manipulation 
without adjustment of the firing 
grip. There are three safety fea- 
tures: 1) the manual safety lever, 
2) a spring-loaded firing-pin 
block, which is controlled by a 





lever in the hammer mechanism that rotates 
upward at the moment of firing to depress 
the plunger in the slide and permit the strik- 
er to travel forward, and 3) the passive dis- 
connector safety. The safety lever is wide 
enough to permit the operator to obtain a 
secure purchase with gloves. It is at this 
location that the pistol has its greatest 
width. 

The spring-loaded steel slide-stop lever 
is mounted on the left side of the frame and 
can be easily manipulated with the thumb of 
the firing hand by a right-handed shooter. 
When the last round has been fired, a shelf 
on the magazine follower forces a projec- 
tion on the slide-stop lever upward to hold 
the slide in the rearward position. The slide- 
stop lever also serves as a dismounting lever 
to separate the frame and slide groups. 

The Mark 23’s trigger guard is large 
enough to accommodate gloved operation 
in cold weather. The front of the trigger 
guard is re-curved with horizontal serra- 
tions, even though few armed professionals 
place the index finger of the support hand in 
this area. Furthermore, in this instance the 
trigger guard is so long as to make the use 
of this ridiculous fetish even more awk- 
ward. There is a threaded nut molded into 
the front of the trigger guard for indexing 
and retaining the Laser Aiming Module 
(LAM) and other accessories. The bottom 
of the trigger guard is flared to protect the 
ambidextrous magazine catch/release and 
prevent accidentally dumping a magazine 
on the ground at an inappropriate time. 
There is a polymer grip extension insert 
with lanyard loop that holds the hammer 
strut and spring in place. To prevent defor- 
mation and/or accidental discharge if 
dropped, the hammer spur has been made of 
hard rubber molded onto a metal projection 
on the hammer. A heavy, steel fixed ejector 
is mounted in front of the hammer mecha- 
nism on the left side. 


While large and heavy for a handgun, the H&K Mark 23/MK23 MOD O is 
more compact than shoulder-mounted weapons and has legitimate tacti- 
cal applications in confined environments. (below) The military-issue hol- 
ster for the MK23 MOD O was designed by Bill Rogers and is manufac- 
tured by Safariland Ltd. Molded from a Kydex-type synthetic with a black 
suede lining, this hard-shell, low-riding, SWAT-type holster has an 
adjustable elastic leg strap with a fastex buckle. Available commercially 
as the Model 6004, its most salient feature is locking hammer strap with 
a spring-loaded thumb release tab. 
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To release a magazine, the catch/release 
must be depressed down instead of inward. 
This takes a little getting used to for those of 
us trained on the M1911 series. Magazines, 
either full or empty, fall freely away when 
the catch/release is depressed. The maga- 
zine catch/release is somewhat difficult to 
reach with the thumb without shifting the 
firing grip. I find that the trigger finger is 
better positioned for this purpose. There is 
no magazine safety and the Mark 23 can be 
fired without a magazine in place. 

The staggered-column, single-position- 
feed, detachable box-type Mark 23 civilian- 
issue magazines have a capacity of 10 
rounds to conform to the current ban on the 








production of firearms’ “feeding devices” 
of greater capacity. Military magazines for 
this pistol hold 12 rounds as previously stat- 
ed. Mark 23 magazine bodies are made of 
stamped sheet-metal. There are numbered 
indicator holes at the rear of the magazine 
body. Both the magazine floorplate assem- 
bly and the follower are made from injec- 
tion-molded polymer. These magazines are 
quite easy to disassemble. 

Deep channels molded parallel to the 
bore’s axis on each side of the frame in 
front of the trigger guard provide mounting 
points for the LAM. It was designed by 
Insight Technology Incorporated (Dept. 
SOF, 10 Tinker Avenue, Londonderry, NH 
03053; phone: 603-626- 
4800; fax: 603-626-4888) 








(above) Overall length of the Mark 
23/MK23 MOD O, with the sound sup- 
pressor attached, is 16.58 inches. The 
weight with a loaded 12-round magazine 
is 4.23 pounds. (inset) All of the Mark 
23/MK23 MOD O controls are close at 
hand. From left to right: slide-release 
lever, decocking lever and ambidextrous 
manual safety lever. 


for the U.S. Special Operations Command. 
Weighing only 5 ounces (with batteries) and 
with incredibly compact dimensions for a 
unit with its features — 4.5 inches in over- 
all length, 1.6 inches in width and 2 inches 
in height — this is a state-of-the-art LAM in 
every regard. Waterproof and powered by 
two 3-volt lithium batteries, it can be 
attached or removed from the Mark 
23/MK23 MOD in less than 15 seconds by 
means of a large knurled wheel attached to 
its retaining screw. More importantly, it fea- 
tures not only visible (usable out to 50 
meters in daylight and more than 700 
meters at night) and infrared (usable out to 
more than 200 meters) laser beams, but both 
a focusable visible flashlight (facial recog- 
nition out to 25 meters) and infrared illumi- 





Disassembly Procedures 


Fieldstripping procedures parallel those for handguns with this 


method of operation. Remove the magazine and clear the weapon by 
jacking the slide and inspecting the chamber to make sure it is empty. 
Retract the slide rearward until the slide stop’s axis pin is aligned with 
the disassembly notch on the left side of the slide. Push the axis pin 
to the left from the right side and withdraw it completely. Push the 
slide group forward and separate it from the frame. Remove the recoil 
spring/guide rod assembly and the barrel from the slide. Mark 23 
magazines are easily disassembled by pushing down on the post in the 
center of the floorplate while at the same time squeezing inward on 
the floorplate’s locking tabs on each side of the magazine body. Pull 
the floorplate, locking insert, follower spring and follower out of the 
magazine body. 

After cleaning and lubrication, reassemble in the reverse order. Make 
sure that the angled locking surfaces on both the underside of the barrel 
and rear end of the recoil-spring guide rod are properly aligned. 

— P.G.K. 
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nator (with a range of 50 meters or less). 
This LAM will be available for sale by the 
end of 1997. Units with infrared capability 
are available to the military and law 
enforcement only. A module with a visible 
laser and flashlight only can be purchased 
by the public. The LAM is issued with an 
operator’s manual and black cordura nylon 
case that attaches to LBE. 

Another example of an accessory 
retained by the threaded nut in the front of 
the Mark 23’s trigger guard is the 
Aimpoint 5000/Comp mount manufac- 
tured by G.G.&G. (Dept. SOF, 3602 East 
42nd Stravenue, Tucson, AZ 85713; 
phone: 520-748-7167; fax: 520-748-7583). 
Machined from a solid billet of 6061 alu- 
minum and black hard anodized, this stur- 
dy milspec mount permits concurrent use 
of the Knight suppressor. A knurled knob 
at the end of its mounting screw is used to 
secure it to the trigger guard, 

A black, corrosion-resistant maritime 
coating, called “KTL” is used on the one- 
piece machined steel slide and other com- 
ponents. While used by the German navy, in 
my experience it scratches quite easily. 

Left-side slide markings on the govern- 
ment version of the pistol are “HK MK23 


USSOCOM Cal. .45” followed eee the seri- 


al number. Those of the com- 
mercial variant state “HK 
Mark 23 Cal. .45 Auto” with 
the H&K Oberndorf proofs, 
date of manufacture code and 
serial number underneath. 

The spring-loaded extrac- 
tor, installed in a slot on the 
right side of the slide, pivots around its 
retaining roll pin in the conventional man- 
ner. There is no barrel bushing; the barrel 
passes through a hole bored in the front of 
the slide. 

The blade-type front sight, 0.146-inch in 
width, with a single white dot, is mounted in 
a dovetail on the slide. The open square- 
notch (0.135-inch wide) rear sight, which 
has a white dot on each side of the notch, 
can be adjusted for windage zero by first 
loosening its retaining screw and then drift- 
ing it to the left or right in its dovetail on the 
slide. The rear sight must be removed and 
replaced with a higher or lower unit for 
adjustment of elevation zero. The three 
white dots can be replaced with self-lumi- 
nous tritium inserts, The sights are high pro- 
file, so that they can clear the suppressor. 
The sight radius is 7.76 inches (197 mm). 

To further enhance the accuracy poten- 
tial, Heckler & Koch has brought the lock- 
ing block to close tolerances with the slide, 
without compromising the pistol’s reliabili- 
ty. In addition, a rubber O-ring, just to the 
rear of the threaded muzzle, interfaces 
between the slide and barrel. This O-ring 
has withstood 30,000 rounds without fail- 
ure. All of this can produce 5-round groups 
as tight as 0.45-inch (i.e,, a single hole) and 
a group average of 1.3 inches of extreme 
spread at 25 meters from a test fixture 
designed by Heckler & Koch. 

There is a mechanical recoil-reduction 
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The Cutting Edge of Silence 


Designed by Doug Olson of Knight’s Armament Company (KAC, Dept. SOF, 7750 9th 
Street S.W., Vero Beach, FL 32968; phone: 561-562-5697; fax: 561-569-2955), the sound sup- 
pressor for the MK23 MOD O .45 CAL. ACP PISTOL, can now be purchased by any quali- 
fied individual. It represents the cutting edge of sound suppressor technology in all regards. 

Constructed entirely from stainless steel with a black oxide finish, the KAC sound sup- 
pressor weighs only | pound (0.454 kg), with an outer diameter of 1.38 inches (35.0 mm). 
The overall length is 7.5 inches (191 mm). 

The design is highly unusual. There are a total of five baffles, each of which is in the 
shape of a six-pointed star. The baffle stack does not fit flush within the suppressor body. 
Instead, dimples were formed in the suppressor body to keep the outer tube concentric with 
the baffle stack. The suppressor body has been welded to the baffle stack at each of these 
dimples. In addition to maintaining the proper alignment of the components, this physical- 
ly ties the baffles to the outer tube and permits heat to transfer quickly to the suppressor 
body where it then dissipates into the atmosphere. There are also several. important reasons 
for the clearance between the baffle stack and the inside of the suppressor body. The thin 
space between the baffle stack and the suppressor body allows gases to travel through, but 
not a flame. While this helps to eliminate the flash signature, most importantly, the more 
quickly you can extinguish the flame, the less gas the system has to deal with. And, final- 
ly, structurally a tube within a tube is very strong, almost like a double-hulled ship. 

/An interesting feature of this sound suppressor is its. ability to be loosened and then 
indexed to ten different positions by means of an indexing cap with ten indexing tabs that 
interlock to notches on the suppressor body. This permits the operator to move the shot 
group obtained with the suppressor in place to within 2 inches of the unsuppressed shot 
group. With the suppressor firmly tightened on the barrel, an orientation mark on the sup- 
pressor body should be more or less upper-dead-center when commencing to index the 
suppressor to the sights with live fire. Indexing the suppressor to change the point of 
impact takes only a few minutes. 

st The suppressor’s indexing cap also provides a close-fit- 
ting and center-support bearing surface for the piston 
assembly at the rear of the suppressor body. It also acts as 
a buffering spring during final recoil of the suppressor. This 
piston assembly and an inner coil spring serve as an all- 
important “recoil booster.” 

Attaching a sound suppressor to a locked-breech, short- 
recoil-operated pistol with a recoiling slide and barrel places an 
added mass, no matter how slight, on the rearward-moving components that may retard their 
rearward travel and result in an incomplete recoil cycle, with failures to properly eject empty 
cases (“stove pipes”) and failures to feed. To insure positive functioning, some recoil assist 
is required when a sound suppressor is attached to a pistol like the MK23 MOD O. 

The recoil regulator employed in the KAC sound suppressor operates as follows. As 
the bullet enters the suppressor it’s followed by rapidly expanding propellant gases and 
still unburnt powder granules, which continue to expand and burn, creating an over-pres- 
sure situation. Oxygen trapped inside the suppressor accelerates the burning process and 
adds to the build-up of gas pressure. As a result of the recoil-booster mechanism, the gas 
pressure within the suppressor drives the suppressor forward and the barrel rearward. This 
distribution of momentum enables the recoiling barrel and slide to obtain their normal 
recoil velocity, overcoming the additional weight of the suppressor. The inner coil spring 
of the piston assembly is compressed at this time, storing the energy required to return the 
Suppressor to.its proper place for the next shot. 

_ This suppressor was designed to operate either dry or wet. No more than 5 cc of water 
inserted from the chamber end is necessary to significantly enhance the its performance 
for about 50 rounds before refilling is required. Using standard velocity milspec 230-grain 
FMJ ball ammunition, the reduction in sound pressure levels is 26 dB dry and 36 dB wet. 
The sound pressure level generated by the MK23 MOD O with the suppressor in place is 
132 dB dry and 122 dB wet. 

Inserting water inside the suppressor retards the flow of propellant gases through the 
unit by lowering their temperature and reducing their expansion (and thus the pressure). 
As the water is turned to steam, it adds to the weight of the expanding gases, creates addi- 
tional turbulence and further restricts the gas flow. 

To purchase a KAC sound suppressor for your Mark 23 pistol, you must first live in a 
state that permits the private ownership of Title II firearms, which the National Firearms 
Act of 1934 considers a sound suppressor to be. Unless you have an FFL, transfer to you 
must be via a Class-3 dealer in your state. The process requires an ATF Form 4 transfer 
which includes a $200 transfer tax, fingerprint cards, passport-type photographs and local 
law enforcement certification. All of this usually takes no more than 90 days. In this 
instance, it’s well worth the effort to obtain a suppressor for your Mark 23 pistol that dif- 
fers from the actual USSOCOM unit only by the absence of U.S. government markings. 

— PGK. 
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The Special Operations Forces (SOF) 
Offensive Handgun and Suppressor will 
most often be used to complement more 
conventional military weapons, such as 
the M16A1/2 with M203 40mm grenade 
launcher. 





system, also found on the USP, that buffers 
unlocking of the barrel and consists of a 
heavy, captive coil spring around the full- 
length guide rod. The recoil spring itself is 
also captive to the guide rod. This makes the 
pistol easier to disassemble and reassemble. 
The recoil-reduction system reduces mea- 
sured recoil forces by as much as 30% and 
significantly diminishes perceived recoil. A 
hooked locking block at the end of the guide 
rod stops the barrel’s rearward travel during 
the latter part of the recoil stroke. 

The military-issue holster for the MK23 
MOD O was designed by Bill Rogers and is 
manufactured by Safariland Ltd., Inc. 
(Dept. SOF, 3120 East Mission Boulevard, 
Ontario, CA 91761; phone: 909-923-7300; 
fax: 909-923-7400). Molded from a Kydex- 
type synthetic with a black suede lining, this 
hard-shell, low-riding, SWAT-type holster 
has an adjustable elastic leg strap with a fas- 
tex buckle. Available commercially as the 





reach the ear. 


weapon into a single-shot device. 


M16 rifle 165 dB. 
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The Physics of Silence 


Hiram P. Maxim patented the first truly successful sound suppressor in March 1908. 
The physics of sound remains the same today as at the turn of the century (and before 
there was anyone on the planet to actually hear sound waves, for that matter), Elastic (lon- 
gitudinal or compressional) waves through a gas are, of course, responsible for sounds that 


The sound produced by a firearm is principally composed of three components. They 
are: (1) the muzzle blast created by shock waves generated from the sudden expansion of 
hot propellant gases as they encounter the atmosphere at the muzzle end of a gun barrel; 
(2) the miniature sonic boom or “crack”’ produced by a bullet traveling downrange at a 
velocity above the speed of sound (1,087.5 fps at 32 degrees Fahrenheit at sea level — the 
speed of sound through an ideal gas varies directly as the square root of the absolute tem- 
perature, and inversely as the square root of the atomic weight); and (3) in the case of a 
semiautomatic or full-auto weapon, there is the noise of the action itself (1.e., the recipro- 
cating slide or bolt group). If the projectile travels downrange at subsonic velocity, it will 
produce no sonic boom as it passes stationary objects. There is little that can be done 
about the sound produced by the firearm’s reciprocating parts, other than to install a slide 
lock which prevents the slide from traveling rearward at the expense of turning the 


It is the muzzle blast to which all sound suppressors, successful or not, address them- 
selves. They do so by use of a single formula from physics known as the general-gas law. 
Applicable to ideal gases, the equation states that pressure equals temperature multiplied 
by volume. Any gas behaves as an ideal, or perfect, gas if its density is very low. As muz- 
zle blast is a consequence of relatively high-pressure gases exiting the barrel, reduction of 
this pressure immediately before exit, by either increasing the volume or decreasing the 
temperature (cooling), or both, will reduce the sound. 

Sound suppressors are usually evaluated and compared by a logarithmic ratio called 
the decibel (dB). The logarithmic nature of the decibel is important to keep in mind, as a 
3 dB drop in sound is 1/10 of the original sound-pressure level, while a 20 dB decrease is 
1/100 the original level. However, because the sensitivity curve of the ear is also logarith- 
mic, decreasing the sound energy to one-hundredth of its value halves the apparent sound. 
For comparison purposes, quiet conversation is about 55 dB, a handclap 65 dB, and an 


Sound levels also diminish as the observer goes further from the sound source. The 
sound level drops according to the “inverse square law” (i.e., the sound decreases with the 
square of the distance from the source). A unit that sounds fairly loud within the confines 
of a small room, may not even be heard by an observer when fired from a distance of 25 
meters outdoors, and from behind cover and concealment. 


Model 6004, its most salient feature is lock- 
ing hammer strap with a spring-loaded 
thumb release tab. The belt loop will 
accommodate a standard G.I. pistol belt. To 
enhance the holster’s service life, it is 
equipped with a tension screw that can be 
adjusted with the allen wrench provided. 










































— PG.K. 








This is an excellent piece of equipment. 

Black Hills Ammunition (Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 3090, Rapid City, SD 57709; 
phone: 605-348-5150 — call for the loca- 
tion of your nearest dealer, if there is none, 
Black Hills will ship to you at retail) pro- 
vided all rounds used to test fire our Heckler 
& Koch Mark 23. Three types of Black 
Hills .45 ACP ammunition were used: 230- 
grain Full Metal Jacket (FMJ) roundnose 
with a muzzle velocity of about 850 fps, 
185-grain Jacketed Hollow Point (JHP) 
with a muzzle velocity of about 975 fps and 
230-grain JHP with either the excellent 
Hornady XTP or Speer Gold Dot bullets 
driving out of the barrel at approximately 
880 fps. The 230-grain FMJ will over-pene- 
trate in soft tissue, but this type of bullet is 
mandated by the Hague Convention for mil- 
itary operations. The 185-grain JHP will 
over-expand and under-penetrate. For law 
enforcement personnel or civilians who 
want to go into a really “offensive’’ mode 
with the Mark 23, I recommend the Black 
Hills 230-grain JHP, which will expand to 
almost .70 caliber and penetrate in soft tis- 
sue well past the minimum 12 inches 
required for effective performance. 

The H&K Offensive Handgun was 


To further enhance the accuracy poten- 
tial, a rubber O-ring to the rear of the 
threaded muzzle interfaces between the 
slide and barrel. This O-ring has with- 
stood 30,000 rounds without failure. Note 
full-length recoil-spring guide rod. 
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designed to fire a minimum of 30,000 
rounds of +P ammunition (5,000 with the 
suppressor in place), without any major 
parts failure or replacement. The slide and 
frame were designed for a minimum of 
60,000 rounds. These were project require- 
ments. It passed all of the many exhaustive 
tests it was subjected to by the U.S. military. 
Any so-called “test and evaluation” by SOF 
or the popular gun press would represent the 
height of unjustified arrogance. 
Nevertheless, after firing several thou- 
sand rounds through this pistol I have estab- 
lished a number observations. Reliability 
under even the most severe operating envi- 
ronments has been taken to the highest level 
possible for a semiautomatic pistol. Even 





Retained by the threaded nut in the front of the Mark 23’s trigger guard, the Aimpoint 
5000/Comp mount manufactured by G.G.&G. permits concurrent use of the Knight 
sound suppressor. Weighing only 5 ounces, the Mark 23/MK23 MOD O LAM was 
designed by Insight Technology Incorporated. As seen in this first published photo, the 
unit as adopted by USSOCOM features not only visible and infrared laser beams, but 
visible and infrared flashlights as well. 


with the sound suppressor in place, the Mark 
23 is not as unwieldy as its physical dimen- 
sions would indicate, providing a strong two- 
hand Weaver hold is employed. As I have 
large hands, I have no trouble reaching the 
trigger when the hammer is down. However, 
were I to deploy with this pistol, it would 
invariably be in the “cocked and locked” 
mode. Principally because of its mass and the 
mechanical recoil-reduction system, per- 
ceived recoil is about as low as it’s ever going 
to get with a caliber .45 ACP handgun. 

It’s quite conceivable that, even in law- 


“Se Go IF) rare rei 
Heckler & Kach Mark 23 


Caliber: 
Operation: 


Weight: 





.45 ACP (including +P) 


Short-recoil with breech locking, based on a linkless modified 
Browning system (ejection port barrel-locking bloc. Both single- 
and double-action modes are provided; a ambidextrous manual safe- 
ty lever permits carrying in “condition one.” Separate decocking lever 
also provided to silently lower the cocked hammer. 


(empty, with magazine): 2.66 pounds (1.21 kg) 


enforcement scenarios, there could be Length, overall: 9.65 inches (245 mm) 
indoor tactical settings where this pistol Width: 1.53 inches (38.8 mm) 
might be more maneuverable than a shoul- Height, with magazine: 5.90 inches (150 mm) 
der-mounted weapon. But, few police agen- Barrel: polygonal rifling with six twist lines and a constant right hand twist of 


cies would be able to justify the price and 
it’s obvious that Heckler & Koch has target- 
ed the not inconsiderable number of collec- 
tors who specialize in U.S. martial arms 
with the Mark 23. 


Methad of Operation 


The Mark 23 method of operation is 
short recoil, locked breech. The quite con- 
ventional locking system is a modifica- 
tion of the Browning dropping-barrel 
method as encountered on the SIG-Sauer 
P226, the Ruger P90 and on some others. 
A large, rectangular lug over the barrel’s 
chamber engages the slide’s ejection port 
in the locked position. When a cartridge is 
fired, chamber pressure drives the car- 
tridge case back against the breech face. 

Locked together, the slide and barrel 


Barrel length: 
Feed mechanism: 


Sights: 


Finish: 
Price: 
Manufacturer: 


Distributor: 


one turn in 15.98 inches (406 mm) 
5.87 inches (149 mm) 


Staggered-column, single-position-feed, detachable box-type maga- 
zine with 10-round capacity for commercial sales and 12-round 
capacity for military or law-enforcement applications only. 


Fixed, high-profile blade-type front blade with a thickness of 0.146- 
inch and containing a single white plastic plug; open square-notch 
rear, 0.135-inch wide with a white plug on each side of the notch. 
Rear sight adjustable for windage zero; elevation zero adjustment by 
replacement with a higher or lower rear sight assembly. Self-lumi- 
nous tritium night sights available. 

Black polymer frame; slide and other components finished with a 
black, corrosion-resistant maritime coating, called “KTL.” 

$1,995, complete with two magazines and a woodland-camouflage- 
pattern cordura carrying case. 

Heckler & Koch GmbH, Dept. SOF, Postfach 1329, D-7238 
Oberndorf/Neckar, Germany 

Heckler & Koch, Inc., Dept. SOF, 21480 Pacific Boulevard, Sterling, 
VA 20166-8903; phone: 703-450-1900; fax: 703-450-8160 


SUL2T CSS 


recoil rearward for about 3 mm, after which Length: 7.5 inches (191 mm) 

a shaped lug on the underside of the cham- Diameter: 1.38 inches (35.0 mm) 

ber engages the hooked locking block at the Overall length: (with pistol attached): 16.58 inches (421 mm) 

end of the steel recoil-spring guide rod Overall weight: (with loaded pistol — 12 rounds .45 ball): 4.23 pounds (1.92 kg) 


(which is held in place by the slide-stop 
lever’s axis pin) to lower the rear end of the 

barre! and disengage it from the barrel. 
The locking surface on the front top of 
the barrel’s locking lug is tapered with a 
forward slope. This tapered surface pro- 
duces a camming action, which enables the 
Mark 23 to enhance its reliability in high- 
dust environments or after extensive firing 
has introduced severe fouling in the system. 
— PG.K. 
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Manufacturer: 
Laser Aiming Module: 
Manufacturer: 


T&E summary: 


Knight’s Armament Company, Dept. SOF, 7750 9th Street S.W., Vero 
Beach, FL 32968; phone: 561-562-5697; fax: 561-569-2955 


Combination visible/invisible (infrared) laser aiming device and a 
flashlight. 


Insight Technology Incorporated, Dept. SOF, 10 Tinker Avenue, 
Londonderry, NH 03053; phone: 603-626-4800; fax: 603-626-4888 


Proper caliber for “offensive” handgun applications. Passed exten- 
sive milspec testing. Large and heavy, but more compact than shoul- 
der-mounted weapons with legitimate tactical applications in con- 
fined environments. Expensive. Sound suppressor represents cutting 
edge of current technology. 
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f. all of the stories from the Vietnam 
War that should not remain untold, the 
account of the actions of Navy SEAL 
Team Two’s 7th Platoon during the Tet 
Offensive in 1968 is at the top of the list. 

Even in the SEAL community, 7th 
Platoon’s exploits during that period are noth- 
ing short of legendary, and it is only the recent 
publication of the memoirs of retired SEAL 
Chief Petty Officer Harry Constance, Good to 
Go (William Morrow and Co., publisher; 351 
pages, hardback; $24) that has resurrected 
memories of one of the most remarkable feats 
of urban combat in U.S. military history: the 
engagement at My Tho. 

I don’t know why somebody (like me) 
never bothered to sit down with former 7th 
Platoon members and piece together the story 
for SOF, but, until Harry shared the story with 
his co-author, Randall Fuerst, Tet °68 in the 
riverside town of My Tho was just another 
memory for those who were there. Over the 
years, I had heard about many of the incidents 
occurring during the temporary Vietcong occu- 
pation of My Tho, and I knew I should write 
about them, but it took a recent visit by Harry 
to put wheels on my good intentions. 

As of 30 January 1968, midway into its six- 
month deployment to the Republic of Vietnam 
(RVN), 7th Platoon had experienced only a 


Harry Constance, of SEAL Team Two’s 
7th Platoon, inspects firearms and ord- 
nance at the “hooch” at My Tho in late 
1967. (inset) A drum-fed Stoner 63 auto- 
matic rifle was his primary weapon in 
field ops. 
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frustrating modicum of combat. The unit, 
led by Lieutenant Bob Peterson, had some 
of the best operators Team 2 ever produced: 
“Pete” himself, Master Chief Petty Officer 
Bob “Eagle” Gallagher, and Harry 
Constance. They were spoiling for a fight. 
Nor were the rest of the SEALs in the pla- 
toon a shabby lot, either, including Chuck 
Jessie, Roy Dean Matthews, Erasmo Riojas, 
Mike Boynton, and Fred Keener. 

By the end of the first week of 
February, however, everything 
had changed. The platoon had 
prevented the Viet Cong/North 
Vietnamese forces from com- 
pletely overrunning My Tho, a 
medium-sized town on the banks 
of the My Tho River, a tributary 
of the Mekong. The price paid by 
the VC/NVA for their poor plan- 
ning was enormous: hundreds of 
main-force troops killed, thou- 
sands wounded, and a veritable 
mountain of equipment and 
weapons captured. 

The battle for My Tho began as 
the SEALs were preparing to take 
advantage of a formal three-day 
cease-fire negotiated between the 
South Vietnamese government and 
the Viet Cong in observance of the 
Lunar New Year. A few of the 
SEALs were planning to head to 
Saigon to party and do the other 
things sailors did when they were in the big 
city. Most of 7th Platoon, however, decided 
to stay in My Tho and do their partying “in 
place.” When the combined VC/NVA forces 
suddenly assaulted the city, a nearly full- 
strength 7 Platoon was not only in My Tho 
but fully loaded for combat. 


The Sixth Sense 


It is a military axiom that plain blind 
luck is often a key factor in determining 
the success or failure of a particular cam- 
paign. However, 7th Platoon’s luck was, 
in a very real sense, the direct result of the 
intuition — call it “foresight” — of 
Master Chief Petty Officer Gallagher, 
who was already becoming a SEAL leg- 
end. (There is consensus among East 
Coast SEALs that “Eagle” had some sixth 
sense with which he sometimes amazed 
even himself. Harry Constance avers that 
this ability was the reason he and many 
other SEALs are alive to gather at 
UDT/SEAL Reunion every year.) 

Several weeks before the Tet offensive, 
Gallagher told his men to start keeping their 
weapons and equipment back at their living 
quarters in an old French-built four-story 
hotel. This building was about 3/4 mile 
from their “hooch,” or staging/ammo-stor- 
age area, where the platoon’s weapons and 
ammo normally were kept. Had 7th Platoon 
not had an ample supply of weapons and 
ammunition stored in the hotel, which 
would have been the case only weeks 
before, it is certain that the SEALs and the 
entire Navy contingent at My Tho would 
have been overrun during the first assault. 
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Posing with an 


As the Tet holiday began, 7th Platoon 
gathered on the roof of the hotel/barracks to 
celebrate in time-honored SEAL fashion: 
eating, drinking, and telling sea stories. 
Adding to the merriment was the prospect 
of fireworks, which are an even more inte- 
gral part of the Asian New Year celebration 
than they are of our own. 

Lounging in their lawn chairs and on 
their poncho liners, the men awaited mid- 





= 


night and the start of the expected light-and- 
sound show. They were not disappointed; 
tracers of various colors — white, red, and 
green — soon began to light up the sky a 
couple of miles away. 

It was turning into quite a show, and it 
was with some enthusiasm that the SEALs 
noticed that the fireworks/tracers were com- 
ing closer — first to within a mile or so, 
then a half-mile. It was with less enthusiasm 
that they realized that the tracers were not 
part of anybody’s Tet festivities; they were 
an indication that My Tho was under attack, 
despite the “truce.” 

Calmly, the platoon removed its party 
supplies and lawn chairs from the roof. It 
was now about 0300. Peterson, the pla- 
toon’s commander, then called the Navy 
men together and confirmed their suspi- 
cions: The Viet Cong had launched a 
nation-wide offensive in violation of 
their own cease-fire. It was only a short 
time after this briefing that the hotel 
came under direct attack. 


Filling The Kill Zone 


Harry was the platoon’s “Stoner man,” 
packing the SEALs’ trademark Vietnam 
weapon: the Stoner 63 automatic rifle that 
ate belted 5.56x45mm rounds. He recalls: “T 
looked out to the front of the hotel and saw 
what looked like hundreds of VC — they 
were everywhere! Then I stuck my Stoner 
out the window and opened up, as did 
Curtis Ashton and ‘Hook’ Tuure and all the 
guys. Grenades, M16s, M14s — anything 
available was put into use. For four hours or 
more we smoked them with everything we 


NVA flag captured in 1968 during night raid 
are (left to right) Ming, a Vietnamese Scout, and SEALs 
Richard “Hook” Tuure, Jack Rowell, Bob “Eagle” Gallagher, 
Roy Dean Matthews, and (kneeling) “Doc” Riojas. 


had, but they still kept attacking. It was 
incredible. The bodies were piling up like 
cordwood on the street in front of the hotel.” 

Finally, around 0700 the firing died 
down and the platoon began to see the 
damage they had done. There were literal- 
ly hundreds of bodies in the kill zone, 
according to Harry, who estimates that he 
personally fired more than 4,000 rounds 
during the battle. Add to that the cases of 

. grenades and other weaponry 
used by the SEALs and the other 
Navy personnel who were operat- 
ing under the SEALs’ supervi- 
sion. The VC must have thought 
there was an infantry battalion 
dug in at the hotel. 

It was during this lull in com- 
bat that Gallagher realized that 7th 
Platoon was going to need all the 
ammunition it could get. He 
selected four “volunteers” — 
Constance, Matthews, Keener, and 
Ashton — to drive the 3/4 mile to 
the SEAL hooch to pick up as 
much ammo as they could load 
onto two jeeps. Arriving at the 
Navy compound where the hooch 
was located, they loaded case after 
case of M26 and white phosphorus 
(“Willie Peter”) grenades, LAAW 
(Light Anti-Armor Weapon) rock- 
ets, and 5.56x45mm _ and 
7.62x5 1mm ammo onto the jeeps. 


Bullets, Beans, And Brew 


Racing back to the hotel under relatively 
light enemy fire, they screeched to a halt 
with the badly needed ordnance, to the 
delight of the SEALs and other sailors in the 
building. The men quickly formed a human 
chain to offload and store the precious 
cargo. Harry clearly recalls the dramatic 
boost in the morale of the non-SEALs occa- 
sioned by this acquisition of a seemingly 
unlimited supply of ammunition. The fear 
that was so evident the previous night was 
replaced by a more confident attitude. 

Harry recounts this in Good to Go: 
“Morale went up exponentially. Most of 
these sailors hadn’t fired a gun in-country. 
... [They] were excited about getting hard- 
ware and ammunition to effectively fight.” 
Gallagher’s organization of the hotel’s 
defenses involved fully half of the non- 
SEALs who were determined, upon the next 
attack, to show their mettle. 

“Minutes later, main force NVA 
attacked,” Harry wrote in his book. “We 
received a full, World War II-type ... attack. 
... Rockets exploded into brick walls of 
nearby buildings. ... Fifty-caliber machine 
guns rattled furiously. M60 machine guns 
were going off. The main push came at us.” 

For the next hour or so, the NVA threw 
everything they had at the hotel, and the 
Navy men threw everything they had back at 
the NVA. Finally, at sunset, fighting tapered 
off. The 7th Platoon and its non-SEAL allies 
were able to take a breather, of sorts. 

The next morning Gallagher observed 
that the Americans were getting low on 


eh 
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Matthews and Constance inspect one of 7th Platoon’s SEAL Team Assault Boat docked 
at My Tho. (inset) On a Mike boat heading home after a mission are (left to right) Curtis 
Ashton, Matthews, Mike Boynton, VC prisoner, and Fred Keener, who assures the 
frightened POW that he will not be harmed. (Mike boats were converted LCM Mark 6 
landing craft heavy with armor, M60 and .50-caliber machine guns, 7.62x51mm mini- 
guns, and even recoilless rifles and mortars.) 


food and water. In classic Eagle fashion, 
he called for “volunteers” (Harry, Curtis, 
Roy Dean, and Fred) to dash on foot to the 
nearby Navy administrative offices in 
search of food and drink. Hitching up their 
rucksacks, the four made a mad scramble 
from the hotel to the admin building, 
which also housed the chow hall and the 
Red Dog Saloon, the Navy “watering 
hole” in My Tho. 

Arriving at the compound, the four 
SEALs entered, cut the locks off the dining 
facility’s refrigerators, and loaded up as 
much food as they could carry — about 60 
pounds each. After hightailing it back to the 
hotel, they unloaded their cargo and pre- 
pared to catch their breath. It was not to be. 

Gallagher was thirsty. He asked for four 
more “volunteers” to go to the Red Dog and 
bring him a beer. So it was that Harry, 
Curtis, Roy Dean, and Fred went back to the 
Red Dog, shot off the lock, and made mul- 
tiple trips back to the hotel laden with every 
conceivable type of liquor and beer. It was, 
after all, a holiday. 


Winchesters and LAAWS 
Morale, needless to say, increased even \ Wi t . 
3 i | Wietnam 


more dramatically with these provisions. 
Harry recalls that the hotel’s defenders 
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had more liquor from the Red Dog than Ret | Saigon 

bologna and cheese from the chow hall. ie oe _ 
: : Ay aie apt RAK ae 

The non-SEALs, in particular, got a major eee eS Oh 


psychological lift from being able to par- |. NS EEL 
take of a cold brew along with genuine oe 4 Seg 
American sandwiches. oo ANP Mekong 
A major annoyance during the siege of S Te y) River 

the hotel was the threat posed by the ~~ Delta 
VC/NVA snipers holed up in the buildings _ 

around the hotel. Lieutenant Peterson final- 
ly had enough. He ordered Harry and Chuck 
Jessie to go up on the roof and ameliorate 
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the threat. Taking their sniper rifles and a 
few cases of LAAWSs, the two lost no time 
in spotting their first two snipers and 
removing same with a well-aimed rocket. 

For the next three days Harry and Chuck 
spent many hours on the roof countering the 
snipers and killing other VC/NVA troops 
with their .270 Winchester bolt-action rifles 
at ranges of up to 600 yards. At one stage, 
during another major assault, the two rained 
down rockets on the enemy until the attack 
was beaten back. “Thank God for the 
LAAWSs,” says Harry today. “We’d have 
been lost without them.” 

On the fifth day of the Tet campaign 
came good news. Peterson announced that 
the offensive seemed to be petering out, 
with the enemy having taken heavy casual- 
ties. “Fortress My Tho” had held, and 7th 
Platoon not only had survived but played a 
major part in disrupting the largest enemy 
offensive of the war. 

A SEAL platoon reinforced with non- 
quals had emerged virtually unscathed from 
what was undoubtedly the most ferocious 
infantry combat involving Navy SpecOps in 
the entire Vietnam conflict. What enabled a 
handful of (admittedly, well-trained) Navy 
men to withstand the best efforts of a large, 
well-equipped, and determined enemy force 
over so many days? Harry Constance gives 
predominant credit to the leadership provided 
by Lt. “Pete” Peterson and Master Chief 
“Eagle” Gallagher, both of whom are highly 
respected in the SEAL community to this day. 

Knowing both men (and having worked 
closely with each of them), I don’t find that 
surprising at all. The combination of Pete’s 
tactical sense and Eagle’s uncanny ability to 
smell out a situation enabled a small but 
determined group of men to withstand the 
best a determined enemy could throw at 
them. Unfortunately, for the latter, the 
SEALs were just a tad more determined and 
significantly better trained. 


Running With The “Reefer” 


In almost every tale of combat there is 
an element of humor. The story of the 
siege at My Tho is no different. After all, 
it was the Tet Offensive. Think about it: 
During that frenzied week, U.S. and allied 
forces slaughtered VC and NVA troops in 
huge numbers — a decisive victory — yet 
the press corps in Saigon, through the 
wonders of television, was convincing the 
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American public that we had lost the war 
right there and then. The irony is so deep, 
you have to laugh. 

During the My Tho siege, even the 
sniper ops became a game, with Harry 
Constance and Chuck Jessie doing a “Mutt 
and Jeff’ routine to determine who got the 
next shot, The funniest episode of My 
Tho, however, involved a refrigerator. 
Mind you, this was no ordinary “reefer” 
— it was the Central Intelligence 
Agency’s refrigerator. Harry Constance 
recently told me the whole story. 

“On the third day of Tet, on an excursion 
out of the hotel to check on other friendly 
military positions in My Tho, we decided to 
check out the CIA ‘safe’ house, which cer- 
tainly was less than safe at that time,” he 
recalls. 

“We arrived at the house and found all 
the doors locked and in good order, but with 
nobody in sight. We forcibly opened one of 
the doors and quickly observed that the 
house was in good order — nothing had 
been disturbed. No sign of a desperate, last- 
minute departure,” Harry says. “That could 
mean only one thing: Our friends in the 
Agency knew about the Tet offensive 
beforehand, and they hadn’t told us or any- 
body else. They had simply ‘cut a chogie,”’ 
and what we were thinking wasn’t pretty. 

“Well, what could we do to pay ‘em 
back, under the circumstances? One thing 
came to mind: help ourselves to whatever 
we wanted,” the ex-Stoner man recalls. This 
included booze, sardines, chocolate, 
grenades, and other delights. 

“While we were loading ourselves up 
with this booty, Gallagher reached into a 
brand-new refrigerator and pulled out a cold 
beer. Staring balefully at the rest of us, he 
wrapped his arms and legs around the reefer 
and stated simply, ‘Mine!’ We could see it 
coming — his ‘volunteer’ pitch was com- 
ing. Sure enough, here it came: ‘Keener, 
Ashton, Constance, Roy Dean, carry this 
thing back to the hotel.’ 

“T couldn’t believe it; here we are right 
in the middle of a fired-up enemy and Eagle 
wants us to carry a mega-million-cubic-foot 
refrigerator back to the hotel! Gallagher 
says, ‘Up, boat! Shoulder carry, march!’ — 
just like in SEAL training! So the four of us 


Constance, Keener, and (left) an unidenti- 
fied U.S. Army Ranger beat the bush 
south of My Tho as Chuck Jessie (inset) 
brings up the rear. 
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lifted that big kluge onto our shoulders and, 
with Gallagher and ‘Hook’ Tuure running 
point, proceeded back home at as much of a 
run as we could muster. In retrospect, I only 
wish that I could have been an observer at 
that bizarre scene! Can you imagine six 
idiots trying to navigate the streets of an 
enemy-occupied town while carrying a 400- 
pound piece of refrigeration and dodging 
AK-47 fire? It was wild! 

“Let me tell you something else — it 
was no Boy Scout hike, with bullets flying 
everywhere and us about to pass out from 
our efforts. Somehow, though, we rico- 
cheted off walls and burned-out cars and 
managed to get back to the hotel. As we 
rounded the final corner, we heard cheering 
from the SEALs and sailors. Just as we did, 
though, some bad guys behind us opened up 
on us,” Constance continues. “I’m con- 
vinced to this day that they [VC] wanted to 
put a hole in the reefer just to make 
Gallagher mad. 

“Anyway, the guys in the hotel saw what 
was happening and laid down a base of M60 
fire that would have done credit to a Marine 
Corps line company prepping an enemy 
position. When the VC/NVA fire ceased, we 
made a mad dash for the front door and 
deposited the reefer. Not good enough for 
Gallagher, though: ‘Don’t stop here! Get it 
up the stairs so it doesn’t get shot!’ 

“Well, we finally got that thing up to the 
third floor, and I thought sure Eagle was 
going to send us back for a second refriger- 
ator we had seen in the CIA house. To my 
everlasting satisfaction, though, he didn’t. 

“Looking back, as crazy as the whole 
thing was, it turned out to be worth the 


effort, because we were able to keep our 
food and liquid supplies cool for the dura- 
tion of the siege. At this stage of my life, I 
think it was one more case of Eagle antici- 
pating a requirement and disguising his 
solution as an outrageous mission,” Harry 
concludes. 


Eagle, SEALs, And Spooks 


There’s a postscript to this story. Once 
My Tho was “re-pacified,” the CIA guys 
returned to their quarters to find their fab- 
ulous refrigerator missing. The best infor- 
mation the agents could obtain indicated 
that some Americans had gone into the 
house during the offensive. Not surpris- 
ingly, the spooks figured the SEALs had 
something to do with the reefer’s disap- 
pearance, and they dispatched an emis- 
sary to inquire about it. 

Upon arriving, the CIA guy was referred 
to Gallagher. The CIA operator asked if the 
master chief petty officer knew anything 
about the “disappeared” refrigerator. 

Leaning against the purloined item’s 
door, Eagle calmly informed the officer that 
he did not, but that he would surely let him 
know if he found out anything about it. 

As best as can be recalled, the CIA man 
then expressed his appreciation for the favor 
and returned to his safe house. Under the 
circumstances, it was the most prudent thing 
the spook could do, After all, who knows 
when he might have wanted to visit Eagle 
and 7‘) Platoon and enjoy a cold beer? 


Retired Navy Captain Larry Bailey is 
SOF'’s contributing editor for UDT/SEAL 
affairs. & 
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Patrols lraqi 
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er tactical call sign is 
“Tally” — short for 
tallyho, a term fighter 
pilots use when they 
first see the “bad guys.” U.S. Air Force 
Captain Jeannie Flynn was given that 
handle because she has the “eyes of an 
eagle.” Flynn is the nation’s first female 
fighter pilot; she also is the Air Force’s 
first female F-15E Strike Eagle pilot. 

It was hot and noisy as I watched 
Flynn’s training sortie roll onto the 
active runway, four abreast, and await 
clearance to takeoff from Seymour 
Johnson Air Force Base, N.C. There was 
an eerie howl coming from eight massive 
Pratt & Whitney engines as the pilots of 
the supersonic aircraft waved “goodbye” 
with their twin vertical stabilizers. 

The bright, summer sun reflected off 
the bubble canopy of each Strike Eagle 
as it rocketed down the runway under 
full afterburner. The roar was deafening 
as each bird clawed its way into the clear 
blue sky at 20-second intervals. 

Captain Flynn, 30, has been flying an 
F-15E with the 336th Fighter Squadron 
for the past three years. The “Rock- 
eteers” are one of four F-15E squadrons based at Seymour Johnson, 
known as “Strike Eagle Country” and home to the 4th Fighter Wing. 
Two squadrons can be deployed worldwide on short notice. The 
other two train Strike Eagle crews. 

Considered to be the most advanced tactical fighter in the 
world, the F-15E is the fifth-generation Eagle to come off the 
McDonnell Douglas Aerospace assembly line in St. Louis, Mo. — 
Capt. Flynn’s birthplace. 


Neos B. Gaopar 
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Caplan Jeannie Flynn of the 336th Fighter 
Squadron: the U.S. Air Force’s first female F- 
15E pilot. 


Text & Photos by 
Dale B. Cooper 





Able to fly more than 2,400 miles with 
low-drag conformal fuel tanks, the F~-15E is 
a dual-role fighter that can evade enemy 
missiles on its way to a target (reaching air 
speeds of Mach 2.5 plus), destroy ground 
targets with precision-guided — munitions, 
and then fight its way out with its 20mm 
Gatling gun and Sparrow, Sidewinder, or 
AMRAAM air-to-air missiles. 


Life In The Fast Lane 


Jeannie Flynn chose F-15Es because 
she wanted to soar with the eagles. 

The F-15E has an astounding climb 
rate of 15,240-feet per minute. In addi- 
tion to being the most effective multi- 
role strike fighter/bomber in the Air 
Force today, the Strike Eagle.1 is also, the 
first fighter to go supersonic in the ver- 
tical, an important capability in the 
three-dimensional world of air combat. 
Two, Pratt & Whitney turbofan engines. 
provide sufficient thrust to enable the F- 
15E to accelerate in a turn, even when 
flying straight up. 

Being an Eagle driver is not a job for 
the timid. 

Besides being a natural-born aviator 
and a “brain,” Flynn also has “the ability to think on her feet and 
adapt to changing conditions in the air,” said Major Mark: Houtzer, 
a veteran weapons systems officer (WSO: pronounced WIZZO). 
Houtzer is looking forward to flying with more female Strike Eagle 
pilots “as long as they measure up as well as Flynn.” 

Other members of the 336th feel much the same way. 

“It’s just like flying on the wing of anyone else,” said 1st 
Lieutenant Dave Otto. “You’re flying with a member of your 
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squadron, and that’s as far as it goes.” 

Another backseater, Capt. John Sim- 
mons, agrees. “We always have this tenden- 
cy to put everything into nice little contain- 
ers or categorize everything with a label. 
But it makes zero difference to me whether 
it’s a man or woman at all.” 


From College To Cockpit 


Flynn’s first love obviously is flying; she 
lives and breathes it. Raising horses runs a 
close second. After graduating from the 
University of Texas with a Bachelor’s degree 
in aerospace engineering, Flynn eared a 
Master’s degree in aeronautics and astronau- 
tics at Stanford University. She has wanted to 
fly as long as she can remember, but didn’t 
take her first flight until she was 18. 

Flynn’s love of flying began when she 
was a sophomore at UT-Austin; she decided 
she didn’t want to design aircraft, she want- 
ed to fly them. Jt wasn’t until she entered the 
Air Force ROTC and got a few orientation 
flights in F-16s that Flynn knew she really 
wanted to fly fighters. There was only one 
thing standing in her way: the so-called 
“risk rule.” 

In the spring of 1993, then-Secretary of 
Defense Les Aspin changed the mie to 
allow women to fly combat aircraft. 

As of this writing, only. 15 women are 
flying combat aircraft in the Air Force. 
Five are flying A-10 tank-killers; there 
were six in the “Warthogs” until Capt. 
Amy Svoboda was killed in a crash during 
a training flight in Arizona (on the same 
day SOF was interviewing Capt. Flynn in 
North Carolina). Two women are flying F- 
16s; four are flying F-15Cs; and two are 
flying B-1 bombers. The first woman to 
fly a B-52 bomber, , Ist Lt, Kelly Flinn, left 
the Air Force this year after a widely pub- 
licized controversy. 

As of this summer, two more female 
pilots were nearing completion of their 
Strike Eagle training at Seymour Johnson. 
Two other women were concluding their 
training as WSOs. One of them, ist Lt. 
Mary Lauraine Melfi, told SOF that her dad 
worries more about her safety than does her 
mother. Melfi, whose call sign is “Scary,” 
says the day is coming when there will be 
an all-female F-15E Strike Eagle crew. The 
physical therapy major from Rutgers 
University was to have been “mission-qual- 
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F-15Es patrolling the No Fly Zone in zx = 


southern Iraq rendezvous for refueling 
with KC-135 tanker. 
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ified” by Thanksgiving, but full proficiency 
will take another six to eight months. 


A Novelty, At First 


Somebody would blaze the trail. In May 
1993, Flynn became the first woman to 
enter “fighter fundamentals” training at 
Holloman AFB, N.M. Four months later she 
entered F-15E training at Luke AFB, Ariz., 
and was graduated the following February. 
Completing the Combat Survival Training 
Course at Fairchild AFB, Wash., in March 
1994, she packed her bags and headed for 
Seymour Johnson. 

Looking back, Flynn said she was a 
“novelty” everywhere she went. 

“When I went to fighter lead-in training 
and fighter upgrade training, it was a lot to 
deal with,” said Flynn. “There are women 
going through training now and it’s not a 
big deal. But we’re still very much a minor- 
ity, and somewhat a novelty depending on 
the bases where we are stationed, and | 
think it will continue to be that way for 
some time, However it is not as much a nov- 
elty as it was. It’s not a big deal to see a 
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woman flying a Strike Eagle, as much as it 
used to.” 

Of the 14,500 pilots in the U.S. Air 
Force, only 321, or 2.2%, are women. It 
only is a matter of time until some members 
of that small group are engaged in actual 
aerial combat. Flynn already has flown over 
hostile territory. 


Aftermath Of Gulf War 


The 336th was among the Air Force’s 
first units to deploy to the Persian Gulf area 
in response to the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
on 2 August 1990. Had Saddam’s armored 
columns continued south across the border 
into Saudi Arabia, it would have been the 
336th’s mission to stop them. 

In 1997, the U.N.-mandated “No Fly 
Zone,” in effect in southern Iraq since the 
cease-fire in 1991, extends almost to the 
outskirts of Baghdad. It bristles with “threat 
rings” of surface-to-air missiles (SAMs) 
and air-defense artillery (ADA) batteries. 
This summer, Capt. Flynn returned to the 
zone. She already had flown 10 sorties in 
the zone between December 1995 and 
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(above) At Seymour Johnson AFB, Capt. 
Flynn posts information for aircrews’ 
pre-flight briefing. (below) In ready 
room, pilot dawns flight suit. (right) On 
flight line, Flynn inspects F-15E’s land- 
ing gear. She and weapons systems offi- 
cer, Capt. Gene Anderson, prepare for 
last training flight before summer °97 
deployment to Saudi Arabia. 
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February 1996 in support of Operation 
Southern Watch. Such missions are logged 
as combat flight time. 

Unlike her first trip to the desert as an 
inexperienced pilot, Flynn would return as a 
seasoned veteran. Since flying as a two- 
flight lead over Iraq in late 1995 and early 
1996, Flynn has been upgraded to a four- 
ship lead and instructor pilot. Flynn also is 
a mission commander. 

Speaking prior to that Southern Watch 
deployment, neither Flynn nor Lt. Colonel 
Larry Coleman, commander of the 336th, 
were overly concerned about Iraqi air 
defenses in the zone. 

“If someone shoots at Jeannie,” 
Coleman said, “she will take the appropriate 
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countermeasures to defeat the missile just 
like any other member of my squadron.” 

“Hammer,” as Lt. Col. Coleman is 
known to his wingmen, is the first WSO to 
command an F-15E squadron, having 
begun his career as an enlisted weapons 
mechanic. He is the only member of the 
336th to have flown F-15Es during the Gulf 
War, in which he flew 57 combat sorties, 
racking up 235 combat hours in the Strike 
Eagle. He knows firsthand the awesome 
capability of that aircraft. 


Eagles In Action 


Operation Desert Storm began with a 
vengeance in the early hours of 17 January 
1991 when a dozen U.S. Army Apache and 





Air Force special-operations helicopters 
destroyed two early-warning radar installa- 
tions along the Saudi-Iraqi border. Turming 
back toward their staging areas in Saudi 
Arabia, the choppers were passed in the 
night by eight F-15Es sneaking into Iraqi 
airspace to destroy the nearest air-defense 
command center and open a corridor for 
other Coalition aircraft. 

During Operation Desert Storm, F-15Es 
attacked high-value targets at night andin 
bad weather while maintaining an unparal- 
leled average mission-capability rate of 
95.5%. By the end of the war, the 336th had 
flown 1,100 combat sorties, logged 3,200 
hours in. the air, and dropped 6,5-million 
pounds of ordnance on targets in Iraq and 
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Kuwait, including fixed and mobile Scud- 
missile sites, Republican Guard mechanized 
units, and bridges and airfields. 

Lieutenant Col. Coleman vividly 
remembers spearheading nighttime Strikes, 
and one in particular. “We approached the 
target [a huge ammunition stockpile] from 
the side at 20 or so miles away. I used the 
ground-mapping function of the radar and 
commanded the computer to produce a 
high-resolution map of the area. From there 
I slewed the targeting pod of the LANTIRN 
system toward the ammo site,” he said. 

Considered the cream of the avionics 
crop, the Low-Altitude Navigation and 
Targeting Infrared for Night system com- 
prises two pods attached to the exterior of 
the aircraft. The navigational pod contains 
terrain-following radar for low-altitude 
flight; the second, the targeting pod, con- 
tains a laser designator and a tracking sys- 
tem that marks an enemy for destruction 
from as far away as 10 miles. Once track- 
ing starts, data are automatically fed to 
infrared air-to-surface missiles or laser- 
guided bombs. 

Coleman initiated a lock on the target as 
the F-15E began to roll in from 25,000 feet, 
eight miles out. Once inside the delivery 
parameters, he released the laser-guided 
bomb and turned the laser on. “When it 
[bomb] hit, all hell broke loose,” said 
Coleman. “It was the biggest explosion | 
have ever seen. It completely blotted out 
the targeting pod. The heat was intense, 
and we had al! kinds of unguided ordnance 
coming up at us.” 

He added that a couple of young lieu- 
tenants in the number-two Strike Eagle 
aborted their bombing run, thinking the big 
fireball was from a SAM launch. 

Seymour Johnson’s 4th Fighter Wing lost 
two F-15Es in the war: one to ADA down low 
and one to a SAM up high. For fighter pilots, 
these are occupational hazards. 


Avoiding Publicity 

With the exception of a few photo ops at 
Holloman and Luke during the past 4% 
years, Flynn has not granted a formal inter- 
view. She has avoided publicity. 

“I told them [public affairs officers] up 
front I really didn’t want the publicity. It 
was just going to make it more difficult for 
me to become the first female fighter pilot,” 
said Flynn. She granted SOF the first formal 
interview of her career, a few days before 
deploying again to the Persian Gulf. 

“I also told them it’s going to make it 
more difficult to be incorporated into the 
squadron the more I’m highlighted,” said 
the petite blonde pilot who drives a 1985 
Chevy Blazer — when she’s not screaming 
across the sky. (Flynn revealed that she 
plans to trade that beat-up Blazer for a new 
pickup truck — a fitting vehicle for a 
University of Texas alumna.) 

A certain amount of “must” appear- 
ances were required during her training, 
because of the significant change in DoD 
policy. Now that training is behind her, 
and she has been incorporated into the 





336th, Flynn is happy to see that women 
who followed have not been highlighted the 
way she was. For that reason, she feels like 
a pioneer in military aviation. 

“Timing is everything,” she said. 
“There was a lot of publicity when I was 
the first woman to go through fighter-pilot 
training. I would have preferred to have 
been the 43'¢ — where no one cares — 
because what I want to do is fly fighters. 
Once I got the chance to back off from the 
publicity, that was exactly what I wanted, 
because I didn’t want to be highlighted any- 
more. I wanted to be part of the squadron 
and no different than anyone else.” 


“CGommon-Sense Test” 


SOF broadened this project to include 
interviews with two highly visible male pro- 





Among those women following in Capt. 
Flynn’s footsteps is 1st Lt. Mary Lauraine 


Melfi, a WSO candidate attending Strike 
Eagle training at Seymour Johnson AFB. 
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ponents of women in U.S. combat aviation. 

Ironically, Colonel Billy Diehl flew with 
the 336th Tactical Fighter Squadron at 
Seymour Johnson in 1975-6, 13 years 
before the “Rocketeers” became the first 
operational Strike Eagle squadron. The 
transition from the F-4E, which Diehl flew, 
to the F-15E which Captain Flynn flies, was 
completed in July 1991 after the Gulf War, 
making the 4th the first operational F-I15E 
fighter wing in the Air Force. 

When Jst Lt. Diehl shot down a MiG-21 
over North Vietnam in 1972, the thought of 
women flying combat aircraft was the far- 
thest thing from his mind. 

“We didn’t even talk about it back then,” 
said Diehl, vice commander of the 347! 
Fighter Wing at Moody AFB, Ga., and an F- 
16C flyer. “Not that we didn’t think they’d 
[women] be good enough. Some studies 
have shown that women are better instru- 
ment pilots than men because they are more 
detail-oriented. But as far as being aggres- 
sive enough to fly fighters, I would have 
probably questioned that back in 1972.” 

Diehl flew a total of 230 combat mis- 
sions over Vietnam as a WSO in an F-4 
Phantom. Years later, in the Gulf War, he led 
the opening day’s air strike on a MiG air- 
field on the outskirts of Baghdad as com- 
mander of the 17 Tactical Fighter 
Squadron. 

Since the Gulf War, his career path again 
has crossed with his old Vietnam bud, 
Brigadier General Lawrence D. (“L.D.”) 
Johnston, now commander of the 347%. 
Johnston and Diehl, as lieutenants in 
Vietnam, flew several combat missions 
together in 1972 as Forward Air Controllers 
with the 34 Tactical Fighter Squadron 
based in Thailand. 

In 1990, on the day before Iraq invaded 
Kuwait, Col. Johnston checked in as com- 
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One supporter of women in combat aviation was Col. Billy Diehl, shown here in 1972 as 
a lieutenant and WSO (right) with his F-4 pilot, Maj. Lon Holtz, following their shoot- 
down of a North Vietnamese MiG-21. Dieh! used an AIM-9 Sidewinder missile. 
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“Spartans don't ask how many of the 
enemy there are, only where they are.” 

— Engraved on a plaque hanging at GSG- 
9 headquarters in St. Augustin, Germany, 
courtesy of the U.S. Army’s Ist Special 
Forces Operational Detachment-Delta. 


Bell-212 chopper, adorned in the 
green scheme and markings of the 
Bundesgrenzschutz, approaches, 
flying so close to the tree tops that 
its landing skids almost touch the 
leaves. At a clearing the chopper 
swoops down sharply behind a speeding 
Mercedes and four men, wearing green 
overalls, black face masks and camouflaged 
helmets, unsling assault rifles and swing 
open the side door of the fast-moving heli- 
copter. As the Bell-212 makes a low-level 
pass at the Mercedes, the team leader, a 
Polizeikommissar, who for reasons of secu- 
rity can only be known as “K,” issues the 
signal and rows of sharp red laser beams 
dart from the chopper’s cargo hold. A dozen 
7.62x5lmm rounds cut into the Mercedes, 
but only two of the passengers (man- 
nequins, actually) are hit: the two terrorists. 


Gone Are The Good Old Days 


The days when the unit pursued East 
German intelligence operations and Soviet 
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Think Like A Terrorist, Fight Like A Commando 


Text & Photos by 
Samuel M. Katz 


Spetsnaz teams who routinely set up obser- 
vation posts around NATO bases are over, as 
are the days of the Red Army Faction and of 
Abu Nidal. Polizeikommissar “K” never 
thought he would find himself leaping from 
a police van in the middle of a neo-Nazi 
demonstration in the K6ln suburb of 
Solingen busting heads with a baton, nor did 
he ever envision himself assaulting a barge 
on the Rhine carrying smuggled cigarettes 
by Serb-organized crime figures armed with 
assault weapons and grenade launchers sold 
to them by departing Russian troops. 

‘“K” had never heard of Chechnya, nor 
did he think that there was such a thing as 
the Chechen Mafia, the Uzbeldstan orga- 
nized crime syndicate, and other violence- 
steeped criminal entities emerging from the 
former Soviet Union. 

Polizeikommissar “K” never thought 
that the day would come when the federal 
government would not sufficiently fund 
GSG-9, when a serving officer would have 
to buy his own equipment or that he would 








have to worry about his unit’s long-term 
existence. 

Since its inception in 1972, GSG-9 has 
earned for itself a reputation as being the 
world’s best. Even though it can be argued 
that Israeli units have had far more work 
than GSG-9 in the last few years, and the 
British Special Air Service (SAS) has been 
writing the book on undercover counterter- 
rorist operations in Northern Ireland, a cer- 
tain mystique — a halo of excellence — 
still surrounds GSG-9. According to an offi- 
cer in the U.S. Army’s uwltra-elite, ultra- 
secretive 1st Special Forces Operational 
Detachment-Delta, a unit known by its 
moniker, “Delta Force,” “GSG-9 is the unit 
that is lavished with the finest equipment, 
runs its men through the most exhaustive 
and psychologically advanced selection 
process available, and performs its training 
and its ops with unequaled professional 
skill. It is still the unit that all other forces 
around the world aspire to become.” 


Of Late, More Questions 
Than Accolades 


At home, however, GSG-9’s recent rep- 
utation has sown more controversy than 
accolades. Its very mandate — and some 
say, very existence — is under fire in the 
reunified Germany. Since each German 
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state and city now maintains its own 
Spezialeeinsatz Kommando, SEKs or SWAT 
units to counter heavy-duty criminal prob- 
lems, GSG-9 has become the “Dirty Harry” 
of the nation’s special-operations forces — 
given assignments that no other unit wants 
to —— or can — carry out. Today, they are 
enmeshed in combating the invading hordes 
of heavily armed Eastern European crime 
gangs and political extremists and doing a 
lot of work with the Bundeskriminalamt (or 
BKA), Germany’s “FBI.” Because 
of the enormous economic burden 
of national reunification and car- 
ing for a population of immi- 
grants, the once-endless GSG-9 
budget has evaporated, transform- 
ing this recent one-time aristo- 
cratic force of counterterrorist 
commandos into virtual orphans. 
GSG-9 was conceived out of 
one fateful — and failed — 
ambush at Furstenfeldbruk airport, 
near Munich, in September 1972. 
Inside the charred remains of a 
helicopter were the corpses of the 
nine Israeli athletes seized at the 
Olympic games; quite dead proof 
of Germany’s non-preparedness to deal with 
hostage situations. The Bavarian police’s 
attempt to pick off the terrorists on an open 
tarmac was an impudent assault against men 
trained to kill in an instant and all-too-ready 
to die in an explosive flash. The terrorist 
attack at the Munich Olympics was a devas- 
tating blow to Germany’s solar plexus and 
its gallant attempt to revamp its post-war 
image. The fact that German policemen 
attempted — and failed — to save the lives 
of Jewish hostages did not soothe the critics. 
Originally, the German army wanted 
responsibility for fighting terrorism but cre- 
ating an elite military unit that might have to 
turn its weapons on its own citizens was too 
reminiscent of the SS for the government to 
stomach. So, Interior Minister Hans- 
Dietricht Genscher was given permission to 
form a special group within the Federal 
Border Police to combat terrorism. The unit 
would be paramilitary and had 
complete national authority and 
international responsibility for 
safeguarding German diplomats 
— and installations — in trouble- 
spots. The man tasked with bring- 
ing this notion off the ground was 
Ulrich Wegener, a counterterrorist 
expert and 15-year veteran of the 
Bundesgrenzschutz who had built 
extremely close links to Israeli 
special forces and the Shin Bet 
General Security Service. Using 
Sayeret Matkal, the Israel Defense 
Forces’ elite General Staff 
Reconnaissance Unit, as his work- 
ing model Wegener was able to 
make GSG-9 operational in less 
than a year. Although odd for an 
Israeli unit to be the inspiration 
behind a force of German com- 
mandos, Wegener realized the sig- 
nificance of this new force if 
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Germany was ever to erase a part of her past. 


That Shining Moment 


GSG-9’s shining moment, the operation 
that cemented its elite reputation, was the 
17 October 1977 assault on a hijacked 
Lufthansa jet at Mogadishu International 
Airport in Somalia. Using special “flash- 
bang” diversionary grenades developed by 
the SAS, the assault force managed to enter 
the aircraft, surprise the four Palestinian ter- 








(above) GSG-9 operators free-fall at 7,500 feet from 
their Grenzschutz-Fliegergruppe Bell-212. (right) 
Operator from GSG-9’s Combat Unit 3 (GSG-9/3) 
nears touch down on DZ following training jump. 
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courtesy GSG-9 








rorists and kill them with dead-on spurts of 
gunfire. In a few seconds, a desperate sce- 
nario far from the German frontier ended in 
absolute victory. Eighty-six hostages were 
freed unharmed and GSG-9 became a force 
of national heroes to a nation devoid of such 
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(left) With their MP5s at the ready, GSG-9 
operators prepare to fire at a target from 
their low-flying Grenzschutz-Flieger- 
gruppe Bell-212. (above) Inside its 
immaculate hangar at St. Augustin, a 
Grenzschuiz-Fliegergruppe SA.332 Puma 
sits sheltered from the winter’s elements. 
(below) A  Grenzschutz-Fliegergruppe 
Bell-212 chopper supports a GSG-9/2 
counterstrike operation in the North Sea. 
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The Deluge - 
Then, A Fortuitous Remedy 


On the night of 27 June 1993, approxi- 
mately 30 GSG-9 operatives and BKA 
agents found themselves on stake-out at the 
train station in the eastern village of Bad 
Kleinen. Their targets were Birgit Hogefeld, 
37, and Wolfgang Grams, 40, two of the 
most wanted members of the renegade Red 
Army Faction (RAF). Because of the typi- 
cal German bureaucracy involved in such 
undercover operations, officers from sever- 
al federal state and local police agencies had 
to be involved in the operation. BKA and 
GSG-9 knew that confusing mix of varying 
police officers, uniforms, techniques, and 
radio frequencies would court disaster. How 
correct they were. While police arrested 
Hogefeld, Grams whipped a weapon from 
his jacket and gunned down one GSG-9 
operator and wounded another before he 
was shot on Track 4 of the poorly lit station. 
The incident might have ended there, were 
it not for a series of investigative leaks to 
the vibrant and ravenous German tabloid 
press. Eager for a scandal “Bad Kleinen” 
became a feeding frenzy and GSG-9 was 
served up to a national audience eager for 
whatever sounded enticing. Tabloid maga- 
zines uncovered nearly two dozen eyewit- 
nesses who swore that a member of GSG-9 
had shot Gams in cold-blood as he lay stiff 
on the tracks, The ensuing scandal exposed 
the inner workings of the BKA’s campaign 
against the almost-dormant RAF, as well as 
intruded into the clandestine machinery of 
GSG-9. 

Before a full investigation of the incident 
could be conducted by authorities, GSG-9 
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was tried and convicted by the press. Interior 
Minister Rudolf Seiters, Chief Federal 
Prosecutor Alexander von Stahl, and the 
head of the government’s counterterrorism 
office, Rainer Hoffmeyer, resigned over the 
deaths at Bad Kleinen. In an attempt to save 
their own political standings, many in 
Chancellor Kohl’s inner circle publicly 
called for the reformation — or disbanding 
— of GSG-9. Outraged, Kohl paid a highly 
publicized and emotional visit to the unit to 
praise and eulogize the dead GSG-9 officer 
and to express his outrage that a murderer 
had been transformed into a martyr. 
However, on 17 August, a KLM flight 
from Tunis to Amsterdam was hijacked to 





(above) The GSG-9 wings and patch. 
(below) During a stealth-like assault on a 
building besieged by terrorists, GSG-9 
operators hone their assault skills. 
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Diisseldorf by a lone Egyptian, a follower of 
fire-branding Egyptian Sheikh Omar Abdel 
Rahman, who demanded the cleric’s release 
from his incarceration in New York. GSG-9 
was called to the scene and an assault squad 
of operators gained entrance to the aircraft 
and subdued the hijacker without firing a 
shot. The rescue in Diisseldorf was a fitting 
footnote to the Bad Kleinen controversy. 
Even the German press hailed GSG-9’s skill 
and restraint in dealing with the KLM 
hijacking. An editorial in the usually critical 
Aachener Volkszeitung stated, “The incident 
at Diisseldorf proved that the men of GSG-9 
know their craft and are not blood-thirsty or 


trigger happy.” 


Only Serving Policemen 
Need Apply 


Because of the past troubles with leftists, 
GSG-9 candidates had always been 
screened for any possible political affilia- 
tions toward leftist and communist causes. 
Today, a candidate displaying questionable 
right-wing leanings is likely to be dropped 
from the course. “Right-wing fools,” as 
GSG-9 calls the neo-Nazis, are not consid- 
ered major threats to German internal secu- 
rity, but they are threats to Germany’s 
image. They embody everything that can go 
wrong in a united Germany, and have the 
potential to snowball into a violent under- 
ground — far less sophisticated and disci- 
plined than the Baader-Meinhoff gang in 
the late 1970s, but far more prone to acts of 
indiscriminate violence. 

Before the last Russian troops left the for- 
mer East Germany, they sold just about any- 
thing and everything that wasn’t nailed down 
— from small arms to anti-tank rockets. 

Many officers in GSG-9 openly fear 
what lies ahead in the coming years as 
Germany redefines its identity. 

One cannot simply volunteer into 
Grenzschutzgruppe 9 — not regular local, 
municipal or state policemen; not military 
personnel or even agents in the BKA. Only 
serving policemen in the BGS (the affec- 
tionate acronym for the Bundesgrenzschutz) 
are allowed to submit their paperwork, and 
only those who have undergone an exhaus- 
tive security examination and psychological 
testing are even allowed into the selection 
process. The unit is a melting pot of German 
society, made up of upper-class university 
graduates, sons of middle-class workers, 
sons of farmers and even those from the 
slums of Berlin and Hamburg. 

Numbering approximately 300 opera- 
tors, GSG-9 is divided into three operational 
sections or “Combat Units.” Combat Unit 1, 
believed to consist of approximately 100 
men, is composed of a fire team, and one 
conventional/unconventional counterterror- 
ist hostage-rescue assault unit. Each assault 
unit is divided into 10, five-man Sonder- 
Einsatztrupp or SETs (Special Combat 
Teams), the smallest operational detachment 
in GSG-9. Commanders deploy their units in 
terms of combat teams, which consist of 
machine gunners, riflemen and a sniper. 

Unit 2 is trained in naval special war- 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ®@ DECEMBER 1997 


fare and maritime counterterrorism. 
Trained by the Germany Navy’s elite naval 
commando force, the Kamphschwimmers, 
many are EOD-qualified. If a river barge on 
the Rhine or Elbe would be hijacked, if a 
dangerous smuggling gang would be oper- 
ating along one of Germany’s waterways, 
or if a dangerous hostage or criminal situa- 
tion developed in the North Sea, Unit 2 
would get the call. Unit 3, the smallest of 
the three combat units, is the free-fall para- 
chutist-qualified GSG-9 combat unit. 
GSG-9 carries primarily German-pro- 
duced Heckler and Koch submachine 
guns, assault rifles, pistols and sniping 
rifles (considered around the world the 
“Rolls Royce” of SpecOps weaponry). 


Superb Air Assets 


Supporting virtually all GSG-9 
deployments are the pilots and helicopter 
of the Bundesgrenzschutz’s Grenzschutz- 
Fliegergruppe, or flight group. 
Grenzschutz-Fliegergruppe pilots are 
considered among Germany’s best, 
trained to land on a coin and fly through 
the most harrowing of urban and rural 
obstacles. They are considered the 
finest chopper pilots in Germany. 
Many consider them to be Europe’s 
best. According to one officer in the 


Die Polize| 


seat next to the driver), and a mini-fleet of 
Volkswagen mini-buses. According to one 
Italian counterterrorist officer who trained 
with GSG-9 and who prides himself of hav- 
ing reached a speed of 100 mph in the twist- 
ing mountain roads of Sicily, “GSG-9 dri- 
vers can oOut-maneuver, out-smart and sim- 
ply out-drive the best formula-one racer at 
Le Mans, and the wildest speedsters at the 


Indy 500. Terrorists don’t have a chance 
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new entry device used by officers in the 
New York City Police Department’s 
Emergency Service Unit or LAPD SWAT. 


The Big Brutal Picture 


What GSG-9 personnel see around them 
is a Germany evolving into a microcosm of 
the ills that plague a new and changing 
Europe — open borders and an uncontrol- 
lable growth of heavily armed, overly vio- 
lent Eastern European organized crime syn- 

dicates. GSG-9 operators, disgusted by 

what they see and by what their country 
is slowly becoming, often liken the uni- 
fied Germany to a cross between the 
decadence of the Weimar Republic and 
the unbridled violence of the American 
Wild West. 

As was the case following Bad 
Kleinen, they are only a lawmaker’s signa- 
ture away from being disbanded. In order 
to differentiate between new duties sought 
out for GSG-9 in the new Germany’s war 
against organized crime and political vio- 

lence, and Germany’s geopolitical interests, 
the German Ministry of Defense has recent- 
ly created a military response force of com- 
mandos and expert aviators capable of trav- 
eling to the four corners of the globe to res- 
cue German citizens in harms’ way. Until 






A BKA terrorist wanted poster, posted at 
the Grenzschutz-Fliegergruppe headquar- 
ters at St. Augustin. 


Italian Carabinieri’s Groupe 
Interventional Speciale (GIS), “they 


have the high-speed skills of a Ferrari 
race-car driver, the low-key tempera- 
ment of an accountant, and the deli- 
cate hands of a brain-surgeon.” 
According to a U.S. Army Special Forces 
NCO, with years of special operations and 
counterterrorism experience, “These flyers 
are as skilled as they are daring, as talented 
as they are professional and capable of per- 
forming far beyond what the manual per- 
mits their choppers to perform.” 

Stationed only a few hundred meters 
from the unit’s barracks at a sprawling mini- 
airbase, the Grenzschutz-Fliegergruppe is 
formally the property of _ the 
Bundesgrenzschutz, and fulfills all duties 
required by the Federal Border Police. In 
time of emergency, however, these are the 
aerial taxis that GSG-9 uses to reach their 
objectives and, as a result, Grenzschutz- 
Fliegergruppe pilots are trained to be 
Germany’s best —- even better chopper dri- 
vers than exist in the German Air Force — 
for the stable of aircraft including the 
Aerospatiale SA.332 Super Puma, the 
Aerospatiale Alouette (mainly for one-man 
insertion and reconnaissance) and the GSG- 
9 workhorse, the Bell-212 (UH-ID). 


Grand Prix “Qualifiers” 


GSG-9 also deploys a fleet of vehicles 
that transport them to targets or operations 
close to their home base at St. Augustin 
consisting primarily of the Mercedes Benz 
280 SE high-performance passenger car, a 
Mercedes Benz 280 GE cross-country per- 
sonnel vehicle (as well as a specially 
armored version of the 280 GE that is 
equipped with firing slots for the passenger 
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with these operators behind the wheel.” 

The GSG-9 barracks at St. Augustin, 
near Bonn, is considered a Mecca to the 
world’s counterterrorist forces. In the days 
when funds were endless, GSG-9 was a 
“have submachine gun, will travel” organi- 
zation. They regularly visited units all over 
the world, but because of a lack of funds 
that every government body is enduring 
since reunification, GSG-9 has put its travel 
bags away. The travelers have become the 
hosts as any unit worth its salt sends some 
of its men to St. Augustin for a visit, a peek, 
and a chance for joint-training. The walls of 
the command center and barracks com- 
pound are adorned with plaques and sou- 
venirs from these contacts — framed offer- 
ings of thanks, appreciation and friendship 
from Britain’s SAS, the Australian and New 
Zealand SAS, the Spanish GEO, the Italian 
Carabinieri’s GIS, Norway’s Deltatroppen, 
France’s GIGN and, of course, Austria’s 
Gendarmerie Einsatzkommando Cobra — 
one of GSG-9’s closest allies. 

Although a distraction to the day-to-day 
rigors of training and preparation, these 
contacts are invaluable tools for gathering 
intelligence, sharing techniques and finding 
out what is new and different in the world of 
counterterrorism. Operators always like to 
know what the next guy is doing, carrying 
and deploying, whether it be what commu- 
nications device the IPD’s “Cherry” com- 
mandos are using in the West Bank, to the 
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recently, German troops were not allowed to 
operate outside the NATO, and were forbid- 
den to be deployed outside Germany. But 
police units, like GSG-9, did not fall under 
those restrictions, so when Germans were 
threatened overseas, such as in Mogadishu 
or more recently, in April 1994 in Namibia, 
it was German police and even custom ser- 
vice agents that were allowed to act. 

In September 1996, the Bundeswehr 
officially announced that a military special- 
operations command unit, known as the 
KSK (Kommando Spezialkrafte) would be 
created for cross-boundary rescue and 
recovery operations. The KSK, based at 
Calw, south Germany, is only months into 
operations and is slated to have four com- 
mando companies and one LRRP company; 
nearly 1,000 soldiers, all volunteers from 
various airborne and mountain units. Their 
duties will be evacuations, antiterrorism and 
hostage-rescue, and other SpecOps. 

Officially, the KSK is not a replacement 
for GSG-9, but rather an enhancement of 
Germany’s overall abilities. Some GSG-9 
operators, though, view the creation of the 
KSK as a direct threat to their existence and 
their international mission. Others, howev- 
er, veterans of the dirty war against terror- 
ism that the unit has fought brilliantly for 
the last 23 years, conclude that GSG-9 must 
adapt to the times, the scenarios, and to the 
ever-altering whims of politicians. 


Sam Katz’s recent books include The 
Illustrated Guide to the World’s Counter- 
Terrorist Forces (Concord). ® 


63 





PES ET ew ti) )) 


Continued from page 45 


world. Iran’s attempt to buy a plant from 
Russia has alerted many Western govern- 
ments of the possibility that Iran might covert- 
ly seek out centrifuge assistance from Russian 
companies and experts, many of whom are 
desperate for business and may be willing to 
evade weakly enforced national export con- 
trol laws. Because Russian centrifuges are 
subcritical models that are relatively unso- 
phisticated (compared to the most modern 
European machines) they may be easier for 
Iran to develop and manufacture. In addition, 





Russia built millions of them, raising the pos- 
sibility that Tehran could somehow acquire 
large numbers of surplus machines.” 

Western specialists add that once Iran 
has acquired this expertise, there is nothing 
to stop it from passing classified material on 
to other interested parties such as Pakistan, 
Syria, Libya or even Iraq. In June this year, 
The Wall Street Journal pointed to the pos- 
sibility of a new-found Syrian-Iraqi-Iranian 
Axis pact as a result of frustration with 
stalled Mid-East peace talks. 


Holy War, Strange Bedfellows 


Though Syria and Iraq fought on oppo- 
site sides in the Gulf War and Iran and Iraq 
despise each other, there is a resurgence of 
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cooperation between all three countries. 
And while any form of nuclear cooperation 
between these former adversaries might be 
anathema now, Iraq has enough expertise to 
create a nightmare scenario should they 
ever get their heads together. 

All three countries (and Syria, especial- 
ly, since it says it is now almost surrounded 
by hostile powers) also fear the conse- 
quences of an Israeli-Turkish alliance, 
already de facto. The hostile perception 
Muslim nations hold for Israel in this regard 
was enhanced in 1981 when pre-emptive 
Israeli air strikes destroyed a French-built 
70-megawatt research reactor outside 
Baghdad, on the premise that its fuel could 
be used to make nuclear weapons. 

Beijing, too, has entered the picture. 
U.S. officials now believe that China has 
constructed a uranium hexafluoride plant as 
part of a secret nuclear cooperation agree- 
ment signed in 199]. This allows yellow- 
cake to be transformed into 93% pure HEU 
using gas ultracentrifuges, and is coupled to 
reports in the Russian media of a shipment 
of uranium hexafluoride gas going directly 
from China to Iran, late 1994. Significantly, 
not long afterwards, in March 1995, 
Iranfax, quoting government sources, 
reported that “Iran is now capable of pro- 
ducing uranium hexafluoride gas in 
research installations run by AEOI.” 

More recently, China inked a sales 
agreement with Iran to build two Quinshan- 
class 300-MW _ power reactors at 
Darkhovin, where the French company 
Framatome had inittally planned to build 
four nuclear plants in the late 1970s. They 
are expected to cost almost $1 billion. 

With all these developments in mind, 
there are people on both sides of the 
Atlantic who are asking the obvious: Why is 
Iran attempting to acquire nuclear weapons? 

It is no secret that the average Iranian 
perceives Israel as a threat to the long-term 
security of his country. Add to that, the 
gnawing suspicion that Iran might still har- 
bor territorial designs, especially since there 
is not a family in Iran who was not touched 
by that eight-year war, and, Iranian apolo- 
gists say, Tehran has good reason to seek the 
ultimate deterrent. It is Albright’s view that 
had the Iran-Iraq war gone on long enough, 
the Iranians would most certainly have been 
at the receiving end of the first of Saddam’s 
primitive atom bombs. 

There is also a real fear in Tehran that 
the United States, ultimately, could involve 


itself in the same kind of military stratagem 
against the Iranians that eventually crippled 
Iraq. Though neither of these scenarios are 
practical, they have been the subject of end- 
less debates in the Iranian Majlis. These 
themes are touched on daily in the Iranian 
media and on television. 

What one cannot ignore is that there is in 
Iran today, a wellspring of subliminal ani- 
mosity towards the West. It is deep-rooted 
and bitter. Whatever the reason, history has 
proved often enough this century that such 
attitudes hold great danger for the future. 
The Islamic equation is also an issue. With 
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the end of the Cold War, there is evidence 
that Iran sees itself at the cutting edge of a 
more forceful international role that could 
involve the country dominating a good part 
of the Muslim world and the Indian Ocean. 
And while not yet challenging the hegemo- 
ny of India in the region, there have been 
some notable gains. 


Expansionist lran? 


Agreements that allow the Iranian Navy 
access to military bases have been signed 
with a number of countries including the 
Sudan (20-year treaty) as well as with 
Mozambique and Madagascar, further to the 
south. The same has happened in South 
Africa, though the ANC cabinet denies this 
— as it does just about everything relating 
to closer links with the mullahs. 

There is no doubt that South Africa has 
been successfully targeted by Iran, again 
with the help of the powerful Islamic parlia- 
mentary lobby. Obviously there is a lot 
going on. 

In April 1996, for instance, Israel lodged 
a demarche with South Africa over the 
alleged existence of five Hezbollah military 
training facilities in the county, most of 
them in Natal. Initially the ruling ANC 
Government denied the existence of any 
camps. It later acknowledged their pres- 
ence, saying that they would be closed. And 
even in the relatively open-minded society 
of South Africa, it is not wise to go poking 
about in such things. There have been at 
least a dozen murders of people (and in sev- 
eral instances, their families) involved in 
red mercury transactions. 

There is also some evidence to show 
that former members of South Africa’s 
special forces have been involved in train- 
ing Hezbollah guerrillas, which could be a 
reason, says Jerusalem, why the combat 
ability of the guerrilla movement has 
improved so much in the past year in its 
south Lebanese operations. 

Observers of that war have noted that 
Hezbollah has suddenly acquired quite 
remarkable expertise in land mine warfare. 
It must have come from somewhere. It is 
possibly coincidental that South Africa — 
as a consequence of its border wars of the 
seventies and eighties — is regarded as a 
world leader in land-mine and counter- 
mine technology. 

On the nuclear front — and in a 
small country like South Africa these 
issues are sometimes inter-linked — 
existing South African nuclear bureau- 
crats could be replaced by an ANC 
apparatchnik tomorrow. 

Already there have been discrepancies 
within the Atomic Energy Corporation. 
Around 130 barrels of enriched uranium 
waste were recently stolen from a facility in 
South Africa. 


A Weak Link In South Africa? 


In another direction, Iran is known to 
be eager to acquire some of the systems 
developed by Kentron, the missile devel- 
opment component of Armscor which has 
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made considerable progress (with massive 
Israeli input) towards developing interme- 
diate and long-range delivery systems. 
Although this research has been placed on 
the back-burner, it exists. Even China has 
expressed interest in acquiring this tech- 
nology for its own programs. 

Relations between Pretoria and 
Washington became strained last year when 
the South Africans agreed to stockpile mil- 
lions of tons of Iranian oil, very much 
against the wishes of the United States. The 
Americans offered the South Africans much- 
needed naval patrol boats, at no cost, if they 
were to desist. The offer was rejected even 
though the South African Navy is desperate 
for replacements for its aging fleet. 
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In the meantime, every day brings the 
world closer to the point when would-be 
nuclear terrorist states are able to either re- 
create the 50-year-old wheel of crude-but- 
effective bomb technology, or cobble 
together materials and components from 
irresponsible nuclear-club members, or buy 
completed nukes from desperate rogues 
within the ashes of the former Warsaw Pact. 
With every day that passes, the more 
inevitable this pomt becomes. 

The deterrent theory of mutual-assured 
destruction, which kept the peace during the 
Cold War, has no bearing on madmen. 


Al J. Venter is SOF’s Contributing 
Editor for Africa. ® 
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Leader of the Pack 


Continued from page 59 


mandant of the U.S. Fighter Weapons 
School at Nellis AFB, Nev., the Air Force’s 
counterpart to the Navy’s famed “Top Gun” 
aerial-combat school. Johnston shocked a 
lot of his colleagues in 1992 when he came 
out in favor of female fighter pilots — not a 
popular idea then in the elite, macho world 
of combat aviation. 

Johnston explained: “How can you have 
a country that is based on equality, and 
sends its warriors to do battle for righteous 


causes, and yet exclude some of its people 
from doing that which they are qualified 
and capable of performing? It just didn’t 
pass the common-sense test.” 


Back To The “Sandbox” 


A lot has changed since Capt. Flynn 
flew 10 combat sorties over southern Iraq 
and earned an Air Medal. Old rotations of 
“3 months gone, 6 months home” have 
been replaced by 90-day deployments 
every 15 months. A new squadron is oper- 
ating out of Prince Sultan Air Base in 
Saudi Arabia, formerly Al Kharj (or “Al’s 
Garage,” as some members of the 336th 
jokingly refer to the desert airfield). 
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Before suiting up for a final hop prior to 
deployment, Flynn talked about the dangers 
of taking new guys into the tense No Fly 
Zone. She had just returned from a training 
mission over North Carolina: high-speed 
intercepts, and bombing runs at a range near 
Cape Hatteras. Her F-15E scored multiple 
bulls-eyes. 

“The last time [in southern Iraq], we 
were very heavy on experience,” said 
Flynn. “The last time I went, I was a new 
two-ship flight lead. But this time I’m going 
back as an instructor and I will be teaching 
the new guys what we do and how we do it 
when we’re ‘no kidding’ over in-theater.” 

F-15Es in Operation Southern Watch 
can be employed in air-to-ground missions 
as well as combat air patrols. 

Captain Flynn declined to say whether 
her aircraft ever had been “painted” by Iraqi 
air-defense radar, but she is not afraid to fly 
into the danger zone. “We have on-board 
systems that tell us when someone is ‘light- 
ing’ us up, either surface radar or airborne 
radar,” she explained. “Around here the so- 
called RWR systems [Radar Warning 
Receivers] go off all the time when people 
are locking you up, but once you’re in 
southern Iraq, you’re very sensitive to that 
RWR because friendly aircraft are not going 
to lock you up.” 

Flynn’s commander, Lt. Col. Coleman, 
had no doubt that “Tally” would meet the 
new challenges. “She’ll not only be leading 
a four-ship [package], but will also be tasked 
as mission commander of a 30-ship package 
of F-15Es, F-16s and A-10s,” he said. 

It is possible that Iraqi signal-intelli- 
gence operators might intercept aircraft 
radio transmissions and determine that an 
American woman is leading such a flight. 
This might raise a few eyebrows in 
Baghdad — not that it matters. 

“If the Iraqi pilots think that they’re 
getting a break because there’s a [U.S.] 
female flight lead out there, they’ve got 
another think coming,” said Flynn’s WSO, 
Capt. Gene Anderson. “’Cause if they 
come and do something to her, she’ll just 
wax ‘em.” 

Given the difficulties women have had 
from the get-go, Anderson says, Flynn feels 
she has to do it better than most aviators. 
“She cannot afford to be less than average, 
because she’s in the public’s eye,” he said. 
“She can’t afford to make mistakes. None of 
us really can, but for her it goes doubly.” 

Praise for Flynn goes all the way up the 
chain of command. 

“Captain Flynn has evolved into an 
excellent aviator and outstanding flier with 
us. As a leader, she does a superb job,” said 
Col. Blake Thomas, deputy operations com- 
mander at the 4" Fighter Wing. “We are 
very pleased with her performance. We’d 
like to have them [Air Training Command] 
send more of her type to us.” 


Senior Foreign Correspondent Dale B. 
Cooper’s previous contribution to SOF was 
“Going Ballistic With The Thunderbirds,” 
Sept. '97. ® 
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Continued from page 42 


after the FBI indiscreetly identified CI-183 
as Carol Howe to the McVeigh defense 
team: This informant is involved with the 
Oklahoma City bomb case which is pending 
prosecution in Denver and was the key in 
identifying individuals at Elohim City, which 
is tied to the Oklahoma City Bombing Case. 
The majority of the associates of CI-52705 
[sic] -183 are militia members. ... The FBI is 
the lead agency on this case, however, many 
other federal [sic]state and local agencies 
are involved. Individuals who pose immedi- 
ate danger to C1-53270-183 are: (1) Dennis 
Mahon, (2) Members of Elohim City, and (3) 
any sympathizer to McVeigh, i.e., militias. ... 
This agent has known CI 53270-183 for 
approximately two years and can assert that 
this informant has not been overly paranoid 
or fearful during undercover operations. 
This agent believes that s/he could be in 
serious danger when associates discover 
his/her identity ... 

This was probably the most honest 
analysis, written by Finley and approved by 
Roberts, involving their 25-year-old CI. By 
the spring of 1997, however, the politically 
correct view required that Finley picture 
Howe’s work as unimportant, unreliable and 
of little value to the ATF At Howe’s trial 
Finley obligingly painted a very different 
picture of Howe’s character and conduct. 

But back to May 1995, where until the 
24th Finley still wanted Howe to make the 
second post-bombing visit to Millar’s neo- 
Nazi compound, until: ... this agent was 
informed by RAC, David Roberts that 
Robert Millar suspected CI-183 of being a 
confidential informant ... It was determined 
that CI-183 would not be sent to Elohim 
City at this time or in the future. 


The Bane Of Cover-Ups - 
Papers Too Widely Spread 


In Howe’s 1997 trial, Finley “apolo- 
gized,” saying she had just noticed, “after 
reading it a hundred times” that in her 
report for the month of May 1995, the state- 
ment in the preceding paragraph, had been 
typed incorrectly! Roberts did not tell 
Finley that Millar suspected CI-183 of 
being “a confidential informant.” Finley 
had told Roberts of Millar’s suspicions. But 
how did either Roberts or Finley know 
what Millar suspected? FBI Special Agent 
Peter Rickel’s admission that Millar was an 
FBI source now makes it clear that Millar 
was the likely source of the threat to CI- 
183, relayed via the FBI. 

The period from May 1995 until early 
1996 was very quiet for Howe and Mahon, 
and only slightly more active for Andy the 
German. In August he left Elohim City for 
North Carolina. By 2 January he was in 
Port Arkansas, Texas, where SOF staff 
writer Rick Sherrow had the only media 
interview Strassmeir granted while in the 
United States. 
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of the U.S., the ever-vigilant FBI asked for 
and received a routine data dump of basic 
information on his five visits to the United 
States! It gets better: The Oklahoma City 
INS office stated in a Memorandum of 
Investigation regarding Strassmeir (dated 8 
February 1996): 

The writer received a call from OKC 
FBI SA LOUANN SANDSTROM ... who 
indicated ... SUBJECT was out of the 
United States. ... 

[INS officers] called SANDSTROM and 
indicated that the SUBJECT was being 
investigated by the INS via a... request from 
[FBI Special Agent] HIBBARD [sic] that if 
the SUBJECT was encountered, to notify 
HIBBARD [sic] (and the writer) for further 
investigation concerning SUBJECT’S pos- 
sible activity under FBI CASE NO. 174A- 
OC-56120, and for INS, SUBJECT’S status. 
[INS officers] indicated that now that SUB- 
JECT is out of the US and not an overstay, 
it is unlikely INS would have any interest in 
him. In addition, since the purpose of the 
lookout was to locate SUBJECT and SUB- 
JECT had already been seen in Germany ... 
we inquired about whether the INS lookout 
should remain active. SANDSTROM indi- 
cated that the INS lookout should be can- 
celed. 

Action was taken by this office this date 
to cancel lookout on SUBJECT. ... 

The next day a NAILS Il LOOKOUT 
UPDATE went to all INS Ports of Entry 
with this notice: PER LOU ANN SAND- 


STROM, SPECIAL AGENT, FBI ... SUB- 
JECT WAS DBO [CONTACTED] IN GER- 
MANY AND THE LOOKOUT SHOULD BE 
CANCELED ... 

Right. That’s what the INS and FBI 
agreed to do. After Strassmeir had 
“escaped” the U.S. (following eight months 
of complete lack of interest in talking with, 
much less apprehending him), the FBI and 
INS issued a NAILS LOOKOUT which is 
designed to catch people entering the U.S. 
Then, once it’s confirmed Strassmeir is 
safely in Germany, the FBI and INS agree to 
cancel the lookout notice at INS Ports of 
Entry. This entire string of documents reeks 
of CYA, bureaucratic paperwork generated 
to hide the truth about Strassmeir’s bizarre 
history while in the U.S. 

The Department of State now re-enters 
the story, this time as a full member of the 
Protect Andy Strassmeir Program: An 
undated (probably March 1996) Protective 
Intelligence Bulletin, issued by the 
Counterterrorism Division of _ the 
Diplomatic Security Service of the State 
Department, shows four mug shots of Andy 
the German. The bulletin case number 
shows that it’s a “CT” (counter-terrorism) 
case involving this relatively unknown fed- 
eral law-enforcement agency. 

To round out the Rubenesque battlefield 
being so carefully painted, on 18 March 
1996, Special Agent Paul Brown of the 
Diplomatic Security Service typed a memo- 
randum for the record, Subject: Strassmerr. 
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1... Will pay for itself with info and 
time saved in identifying parts. 
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or $12.00 (Immediate UPS Delivery) 
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—THE GUN PARTS CORPORATION = 
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Strassmeir was a [sic] overstay on his last 
trip to the US ... is known to have been the 
military training officer for a_ white 
sumpremist [sic] group, ‘WAR’ (White 
Aryan Resistance). ... has been the suspect 
of several investigations for purchasing 
weapons, and making the weapons fire on 
full auto. Strassmeir should not be allowed 
to return to the US. 

So at the very time the FBI is pretending 
to want to apprehend Strassmeir, the State 
Department, knowing he’s safely ensconced 
in the family’s Berlin home, declares Andy 
a really bad guy who cannot enter the U.S. 
If there happens to be some independent 
body such as congress or a local grand jury 
that wants to talk to Andy, tough luck: He’s 
prohibited from entering the U.S. 

But it’s the Department of Justice prose- 
cution team in Denver that takes the prize 
for chutzpah. Joseph H. Hartzler and Beth 
A. Wilkinson, the two lead prosecutors, sent 
a 6 February 1997, letter to McVeigh’s 
defense attorney, Stephen Jones, that stated: 
At no time did the FBI consider Andreas 
Strassmeir or Dennis Mahon a subject of 
the Oklahoma City bombing. 

Maybe Hartzler and Wilkinson are play- 
ing word games — they’re notorious for 
doing so. Perhaps Strassmeir was not a 
“subject” as they define one. But there is 
zero doubt that at a minimum he had mate- 
rial — and — relevant knowledge about the 
Oklahoma City bombing, and that several 
agencies of the U.S. Government went to 
substantial effort to prevent the justice sys- 
tem of our country from including him in 
the search for the truth about the Oklahoma 
City bombing. 

That's called obstruction of justice, and 
it’s a felony! 


Postscript 


In the report of the April/May 1996 
Strassmeir telephone interviews, there’s 
not a mention of why Strassmeir over- 
stayed his fifth trip, becoming an illegal 
alien after 2 August 1991, until he fled the 
U.S. in early 1996. Or, about his numerous 
illegal activities at Elohim City. Strassmeir 
claimed he was “not involved in the plan- 
ning or execution of the bombing ... nor 
did he have any foreknowledge of the 
bombing.” Like he would admit it in a tele- 
phone call! But, that’s good enough for our 
dedicated investigators — Strassmeir was 
never a subject of the Oklahoma City 
bombing investigation. 

Maybe, just maybe, that will someday 
change. 


A retired Marine officer, Roger G. 
Charles has been a freelance journalist and 
investigator since 1990, working as assis- 
tant producer of ABC's 20-20, and as a 
defense investigator for attorney Stephen 
Jones on the OKC bombing trial in Denver. 
He is presently an investigator for 
Oklahoma State Representative Charles 
Key’s committee formed to support the 
independent grand jury now probing the 
OKC bombing. ®& 
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feet. Not much time. 

Water entry. Think, you idiot! First, get 
rid of the gloves, great for flying but slip- 
pery when wet. I then pulled down the tog- 
gles and inflated my _ survival vest. 
Drowning is not an option. My oxygen 
mask was nearly ripped from my face dur- 
ing the ejection, so I dumped it. The sur- 
vival gear was compacted into a 6-inch deep 
container still strapped to my_ seat. 
Procedure: Pull the handle and the contents 
spilled out, automatically inflating my life 
raft. Everything was still attached to me by 
a 20-foot lanyard. 

I waited until I saw the raft hit the water, 
then reached up and unhooked the parachute 
fitting and plummeted 15 feet into the South 
China Sea. The idea was to get clear of the 
chute to negate the possibility of getting tan- 
gled and suffocating under the huge shroud. 

I entered feet-first and plunged deep. 
When I started my ascent I felt around and 
discovered that one side of my vest had 
deflated. I began a panicked effort to swim, 
kick and claw my way towards the light. 
My lungs began to burn with excess carbon 
dioxide, my brain screaming at me to inhale 
a deep breath. I finally broke the surface, 
inhaling a combination of salt water and air. 
Coughing and sputtering, I lunged for my 
raft and pulled myself into it, relishing in 
the new-found buoyancy. Pain made a 
comeback to my neck and back as my 
adrenaline fix was tapering off. 

I scanned around and focused on a Huey 
gliding in after us 10 feet off the water. My 
gaze lifted beyond the chopper to the white 
sand, blue water and the shades of green on 
the mountains. It looked like paradise — 
from here. 

But I had seen its dark side, having spent 
four months in the bush, humping a ruck 
with a battalion of Marines, remembering 
the agony of it; the constant uncertainty, the 
life-and-death struggles; the miserable com- 
panions of jungle rot and booby traps. 
Flying above Vietnam was almost total 
pleasure, but humping it was pure tension 
and pain. 

The Huey banked in close and hovered, 
sending salt spray into my face. An 
American’s hand reached out, and pulled 
me onto the skid and into the chopper. 

As we lifted off, with everything that did 
and didn’t happen, the “Goose flight” was 
safe again, another mission behind us with 
just two more months to endure. 

The grunts could always put this insani- 
ty into perspective with few words. They 
would say, outside of breathing in and 
breathing out, the rest of it just “don’t mean 
nuthin’.” There it is. 


Jeff Nelson, a DFC recipient and 
Florida-based freelance writer, also 
authored “Phantom Strike” (see “I Was 
There,” March ’97). @& 
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all Wheaties-eaters. In order to change a 
conventional Navy you had to break the 
rules. Marcinko and Ace Lyons broke the 
rules. [Marcinko] went into SEAL Team 6 
and broke the rules. He fired more ammuni- 
tion than the whole Marine Corps put 
together. The Navy, instead of bitching at 
him, shoulda said, “Hey, if he needs it, we 
need it.” I admire Dick. He has the two 
items needed to change a conventional 
Navy to unconventional warfare. He had 
balls. Then Ace Lyons came aboard as an 





siti and had the guts to back him at 
CNO [Chief of Naval Operations] level. 
[On Marcinko’s next SEAL unit, “Red 
Cell”’:] 
If they left that in force instead of watering 


SAFTA: NAVY SEAL FIGHTING SYSTEM 
New Navy SEAL Video eupuans Lew Hicks 


Fear No Man! Protect yourself in any situa- 
tion using the fighting system created by the 
Navy SEALs’ top hand-to-hand expert. Un- 
satisfied with Black Belts he holds in Okina- 
wan Shorin-Ryu, Aikido, Kung Fu-San Soo, 
and his mastery of Free style and Greco- 
Roman wrestling, Lew Hicks created for his 
Navy SEAL Teammates, SAFTA -— Scientific- 





ally Applied Force Training of America. Learn how to Retnnd total control 
using the fighting skills developed for the world’s most elite commando force. 
“SAFTA: Navy SEAL Fighting System” features step by step instruction 
using fifty action-filled training Jessons, Lew Hicks demonstrates over 150 
SAFTA movements - that develop the ‘physital™sicits- and “Affirmative 
Mindset” needed to dominate any violent encounter, Once limited to the Navy 
SEALs’ secret training ‘areas, this proven, system has been filmed for the first 
time. Take an inside look as Navy SEALs train “full contact” using SAFTA, 
the unbeatable scientific approach to dynamic physical ¢ontrol. 

Discover how special SEAL skills and: scientific principles combine to 

make SAFTA the most effective fighting system. . 

See the Navy SEALs’ premier unarmed tactics instructor expose the 

mysticism and false promises that surround all other fighting systems. 

Train with the Navy SEALs’ best. Learn the “Weapons of the Body” 

wee es and “The Three Musts”. 





Fear No Man! 
Endorsed by top SEAL Commanders & Elite Law Enforcement Tactical Units 


Join the SAFTA Team; develop the self- 
confidence and ability to fight like the 
legendary Navy SEALs. This training 
is not available from any other source. 
Don't miss this chance — SAFTA is the 
real thing! Meditation and psychology 
won’t dispel the fear of being attacked. 
Only knowledge can conquer fear — by 
understanding anatomy and how the 
body responds when the skeletal struc- 
ture is manipulated. This film is guar- 
anteed to arm you with this knowledge. 


Two Hours VHS Only $79.95 + S&H 


Add $3.00 S&H. FL residents add 6% tax. Send check or MO to: LOTI GROUP 
15720 Sunset Drive Suite 305 Miami, FL 33193 (305) 386-1154 
Tape sales benefit UDT SEAL Museum. 
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(left) At the “old” age of 31, Boehm vol- 
unteered for and completed UDT train- 
ing. Here, Trainees craw! toward a sign 
that says, “It only hurts for a little while.” 
(below) During UDT duty, Boehm experi- 
mented with new diving equipment, such 
as this early mixed-gas rig. Later, his 
vehement dissatisfaction with gear 
assigned to his SEALs — often, by non- 
diving noncombatants — would anger 
conventional Navy officers. 





it down because it was killing other peoples’ 
careers ... if they’d have left that in force we 
wouldn’t have the terrorist problem we have 
today. Call it the way it is. Anybody can go 
over that fence, friend. And there ain’t noth- 
ing ... that can’t be broken through. 

Basically what Marcinko did ... he paid me 
my wages for even being around. For the 
record: Every son-of-a-bitch here [at UDT 
Muster] ... maybe you might not want to 
print “son-of-a- bitch.”” Maybe some of them 
might have come out from under a rock like 
I did. Every man here that wears that trident 
has surpassed me. They’re smarter than I 
was, they have better equipment, they’re 
cleaner-living than I was. They’re just as 
dedicated as I ever thought of being and I’ll 
tell you, there’s not a man in here, whether I 
know them or not, that has not surpassed the 
master. My wages have been paid over and 
over and over. I’m a very fortunate person to 
have left that [legacy]. 

[On becoming an officer:] 

R.B.: I wanna tell you something. The 
Navy lost the best damn bosun’s mate they 
ever had when they commissioned me. I 
was under that dixie cup and I was a damn 
sharp bosun’s mate. 

SOF: I didn’t know you were a “mus- 
tang” [enlisted man turned officer]. 

R.B.: You don’t think they’d graduate 
anybody like me, do ya? I got a letter of rep- 
rimand — that’s in the book, too — it boiled 
down to: I had the morals of an alley cat, 
shouldn’t have been commissioned, didn’t 
have conduct befitting an officer and a gen- 
tleman, and I wasn’t good enough to remain 
in the Navy. It hit high level about the same 
time a medal came through. My CO said, 
“Come on up and we’ll write a letter of 
rebuttal.” I said, “What’s the problem? 
That’s the first thing that son-of-a-bitch has 
ever written that was accurate!” 


SOF contributor Gary P. Joyce is the man- 
aging editor of Sport Diver, a bimonthly 
magazine based in Winter Park, Fla. For 
subscription ($19.97 a year), phone 800- 
879-0478. & 
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Video, Telephone Surveillance Devices, Long 
Play Recorders, Surveillance and Counter- 
Surveillance and much more send $3.00. 


For more information call 407-725-1000. 


USI CORP 


P.O. Box SF2052 - Melbourne, FL 32902 | 
COD’S OK 
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THREADED/ PORTED ) | Don’t Ler a Dean Barreny : — 
HANDGUN BARRELS IRONSTONE | Be A Mission Stopper! | 


Distinctive Bladeware ou ? | The U.S. military 


‘Punaeleono Spyderco. Deane fea eee, 60" t offord dead bot- 
Ee teries. They use our ee 


! aE Cae Moki... fie rd ° a Heats 
COMPETITION || PRS PE Seen Genser. fe WR | products to prevent fies eee 
HANDGUN BARRELS 5A) Eee Ele Sec ea ve yee Gl | | and recover sulfated f ic 
=| LeaTHERMaNs ert ae ere (oe oN r 'y| batteries. Thousands 
MADE FROM EM ! : | ) ar | of these units are in 


STAINLESS STEFL |: FREE Swippine! FREE Reva Caratoc! ——— ed military use 
= 1-800-828-1925 nay O° dst pee ill cm Ft. Hood 
© U.S. Air Force 


= —se és ye US. Army National Guard 
LARGE SELECTION Bi sae #@ = =6©© Canadian Forces (Armored Personnel Carriers) 


S PO Box 1279 * Dept SF « Golden, CO 80402 Pea 
OF THREAD-ON www.fe3stone.com * info@fesstone.com r 4 The mobile Solorgizer, powered by a smoll (244” x 514”) solar 


ATTACHMENTS | aa anal eanamemens ¢):4 Parel, uses Pulse Technology to: 


Sp uth iy ican r o io Wt nn 1. Reverse sulfation by cleaning battery plates. 
et " i SE rod n jag =. Restore batteries to near-new condition. 
TACT CMe GO cy | o Greatly extend battery life. 


*PERFECT FOR LONG TERM: STORAGE ee inci 
Bate Packswencm tee fe es Sat1@ Solargizer will at least double your bottery service life. Your battery 
contains 10 boxes of 30 rds. each=300 Rds. HN will ohways be fully charged ond ready to use. 
Cases Pine ge eoeeaa ee a 821 For general field applications: Industrial model....585.95 


BATTLE PACKS...#SA1...$55.00 for heavy d h ce § 
SPECIAL: 3 Battle Packs (900 rds.) $155.00 or heavy duty, rough usage: Marine madel.......°99.95 
CASES...#SA2...$427.00 Sq Our Pulse Charger, powered by included 110 volt AC 
We accapt checks, Money Orders and VISA& MC (Visa”/MC Essel converter, will return unreliable “maintenance free” 


Orders must add 3% to price) ah 
FREE SHIPEINS In Continental USI Gai batteries to active service $119.95 


: 


AYE: Tey aT 
LE7F merase 7 


ate 
eS 
By 


‘ = psn, 
pete as 
an oats 


haat 


| foot AT 
Send £2. 95 
' for a Catalog 59, /ea 
Barrels available: 
Stock Length, Threaded, and Ported 
e MAKAROV eCZ52 


eGLOCK 17,19,22,23,26,27,30 °¢SIG 
eASTRA 400/600 = BERETTA 92 all types 
Dealers call for Quantity Discount prices 


eBROWNING H.P. * TAURUS 92, 99 
* 191 1 Govt. e STAR A, B, SUPER Seoaltsaadictenl teamendt chitin’ linn nto Whdeemensieunint ential i waif Send check to address below, or coll for Visa /MC. Include $6 


: 4 7 aws pro 5 purchase.” pai 0 
STINT IVGHae aon te =e ao , a S&H (and 8% tox in CA). 10 year guarantee. Infarmation: 
-7928 University Ave. N-E. eA Ea Lucas Rd. rapt fren tte Ray iF, inc. 
Fridley, MN. 55432 : _ Shreveport, LA 71106 <1§ 3157 Diablo View Rd., Lafayette, CA 94549 


- 90780 ©8780 mer <a *, Ne 57 47° TOLL FREE 888-642-0007 FAX '318-688-1367 | 1-510-933-2400 
: ; an". UE euro nie nie ene Dube ks cane es a 


tote art arte Ge 


ef. Et 
af 


ravi apigoie ofr 


to 
aw. 
an 


feog.p Sa 


al : i epiek 
leg *t 
ee ize 


ea! = 
tea ) 
. This Class 11-A- 7 | ea 
Direct from the facto- q Keviar soft body |) TEA TF | “ cr ii 


f ITT ill 248) armor will defeat the = 7 
know what you're fam) 45 ACR te 4 “1 NOW YOU CAN GET... 


e 
ae 


getting. Don’t be 
fooled by “exc. cond 
tube” or “recondition 
tube” which really 


Se @ means used!! 
Special Price of only.......$2,495.00 


(Note: Not for Export) 
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nife attack. Tested 7 
a ‘ID MAIL 
Paving roids , ! | a BY 
Eiiemiog ara it aS 20 SOURCES-FULLY ILLUSTRATED 
ae ae oe i 2 Birth and Baptismal Certificates 
ectors: : ide | 
Panels: $45 per set. Trauma piate $35. Sizes S, M, L, XL. as e Drivers Licenses (blank) 50 States 
ALSO: Reloaded Ammunition: .38 spl. 158gr. FMJ ioe eel Social Security Cards 
$125/M, Smm 115gr. FMJ $125/M, 40cal. 180 gr. FMJ ES » = college Degrees—Bachelors, MA, PhD 
Pil $165/M, .45 ACP 230 gr. FMJ $165/M. Reloading since 1974. * we Boe eee ae GED 
The VCR-Cam is a com- aut pias oto ards—a ates 
plete and covert video |meaaill ae aaa Ee ate dartttllen a ain a] © “Professional” ID Cards—over 200 Styles 
recording system. Built | Bm Ee: MPS [ Phone: (704) 847-8793 Fax (704) 847-4447 ess © Job Reference Kits, Past W-2 Forms 
inside the working VCR (aes meh hs: e Established 1970 q © Foreign & Camouflage Passports 
@ is a hidden Video cam- | eames r LU renee eee — oes © Police/Military ID and Patches 
| cra that records all the | aa a andre Most MTSTikele | ° ® Photographer ID, Press Credentials 
action. Great for keeping YCR-Cam fi Steel Packed - Leather KARATE |= B@auLSS Seals, Rubber Stamps 
aeye a the babysitter or Be ent a ar rel per eer: © “Do-It-Yourself” ID Kits 
areas of larceny. cea ALONE ie rae J © Secured MasterCard at 2X Deposit 
Complete system ....... $895.00 fh: r--* BOOK! 


ih 
Wireless AM/FM Clock Radio |||k | B 1 ID sy MAIL 
The Radio Video Link Il contains a hidden Black ik a 
and White (or optional Color) camera that transmits |]] BS x i ~* ie 
a clear video signal up to 1 mile (using the optional jj) jk 4d mata: 
high gain ant). The receiver will connect to any TV |f] Baus aA Bete me ae oeetee. a ee 
or VCR and the transmitter (2.4Ghz) is fully FCC. |}| bess ml A EDEN P E , 
Approved. (picture not shown due to security) si a x B4 BR AD SS 

j fs Fountain Seay. CA 92728 


Complete system ....$895.00 [] Latest Book Catalog FREE 
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Wi) Wi teat ate lore Security International. 0 == A 
Order Line: §88) 588-6386 Fax: (540) 574-2494 fae ae yee ir EK il Cy Mele wecam Address 


: > in or Send Check - Money Order 
cei (co! rc Cardia/Impact'Glovels Es 
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PALE Eat 


ab. 
aa : t ns 3 | rina ad ee ee eee AS Seer ne tea a = | a - wy 5 ites eee? eter es teeter et ede y 
ace 3 ‘WARNING! rn eee ter m Frauds. E ee sei = Pen See 
dheaeryssy OU cmere lune [ers ETT R OMA RIM UROL UCcmeL tk = ———— ‘ 
a sa all in one products cant compare because of mg #& sal GRE ila _ HANDMADE 
pe es dosage ask compare and beware. ie a 1 -B800- .521- 7FOo7 7 ae hap KNIVES 
ce ats FREE CATALOG | “ARKANSAS KNIFESMITH” 
eis enSe HA tite 
ie 4 4] MILITARY ¢ TACTICAL ¢ ADVENTURER j:::. Excellence since 1970 
ie peeett Alternative . ae ; ‘ Nit Designer & Maker 
Wreaths ish This product is to be taken orally. i Ndarearn eee BDUs « M65 Field Coats ee FIRST BLOOD & RAMBO 


100% Natural, No harmful side effects. is a a7 Combat & Automatic Knives 
Can realty ities Gunes strength cree Boots ¢ Alice Packs — Deathwind 
ate = EAT ege 

and size. Greatly enhance your physical appear- i a 3 Leather Jackets ° T-Shirts SNS uy Hunter or Militar y 
ance literally sculpting your own body with huge Easiutia; And More Rat 

healthy, hard muscle. Most people say the BEE , : iret ilar Deathwind 
effects from Dibencozide are more than equalto mains 7215 Kingston Pike ua Hunter or Boot 

Dianabo!™, the “illegal Steroid.” beara Knoxville, TN 37919 Pee Visa & Mastercard - also Lay-away 

Get that Lean awesome body builder physique i International Orders Welcomed ahs 2721 S. Arkansas Avenue 

now with one 2 month cycle for only $22.50! Bd = (e) =. Pe Russellville, AR 72801 
If you are not completely satisfied with the growth [SRS SNS 591-968-2011 Fax 501-968-4640 


: rane 3 bet erik Aaa 
you obtain within 15 days retum it for a full refund. ah a He ie cn a sakes iy TEE mail =e ~ 
Money back guarantee! co oa til ee cried Meas “9 a aia cea eeten 


; .  Peaae The Wishbook Of Everythin 
3 To get ee cn ta cycle from: oy Gunlimithing B Py yw A E L L ¢°S = epee van at fF + 
E reais Supplies ais por’? work On Guns 
S| [c.0.p,] rd" Nowit! $22.50 + Shipping mmm JESSE Repair, Customize and Personalize Hand Rif d Shot 
Cash On Delivery Welcome Ce nT: = P © MaNGEuNs, Ries an O1guns 
1-800-275-7822 ASHE 19,000 In-Stock Items! my _— Pe The Brands You Want & 
Special Buy 2 Bottles, Get 3rd bottle FREE eae Tools To Build and Repair en 5-4 ay S g.2Q) Need: Ahrends - Birchwood 
Call Toll Free-24 Hrs. a day-7 days a week pies a sai’ Handguns, Shotguns & Ri- $e OS _ _ Casey - Brown - BoMar - 


* iba! " ms Bc 
Or Send Check or Money Order To: ieee Ft ee, fles - Hot, Cold & Rust Biu- i Seal ; 7 Choate - Clark - Colonial. - 


S&K Labs 2637 E. Atlantic Blvd., Suite 101 : - fee, ing - Nickel Plating - En- AEs — Dewey - Douglas - Davis - 
Pompano Beach, Florida 33062 : graving - Checkering - yee — % EGW - Hogue - Kings - Leu- 


One bottle (2 month cycle) co jy Books - Wood Stains, Fin- ic / Be Ne pold - Marbles - Michaels - Ree 
$22.50 + $4.00 S&H ; — ishes, Fillers - ACRAGLAS’ Py a Millett - Novak - Pachmayr - ! 


_____ SPECIAL BUY 2 BOTTLES GET 3° BOTTLE FREE pedi pra : : : } ” Haan ee 
$45.00 for 3 bottles + $4,00 S&H aS oo g Products - Latigo me Power - Redfield - Shilen 


Tiss he Slings - Sights - Scope - Timney - Weaver - Wichita - 
Add $10 for Priority Mail aR ts nT, wth “Brown ELLS illi j 
Reeriak ounts - Jigs & Fixtures sabe - - 
fe] Out of Country Orders + an Additional 25% C€.0.D.U.S. Only a ey : ig a ae 
: Name: 
3) Address: 
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282 Page Catalog only $3.75 ($4.75 Overseas), refundable on first order, FREE to full and part-time gunsmiths or 
any other business -- discount pricing available. Everything we sell is 100% GUARANTEED - Period! 
ta: —  —- a ™ Brownells, Inc., 200 S. Front St., Dept. #583, Montezuma, IA 50171-1000 i 
7 a Poe a TEN 2h:515-623:- en on 623-3896 
a Uh SU ene a ee esos ay ag SE cts aca ls IA Smee i dee of sth x eu 
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a a a 149 + "BUY a2 is: ; : 
When calling 911 |_ T-SHIRTS rsa SO jssonts. | 9 ATTENTION SOF SUBSCRIBERS 
° y rea LEFT CHEST. ; RE 
just art O... Bias APU Suerte nad S200 CMT woemuee SSF REE [ity] SOLDIER OF FORTUNE makes | 
a : =" SST ji fi list of customers’ names and addresses i 
ariieg AVailable to carefully screened compa- F 
y 6 iG Mies to send announcements of their }: 
a juce! products and services. 


UNITED SURVIVORS OF AMERICA ATT I i sae al i i if you prefer not to receive such mail- 


PAINTED OLUE , RED, & BLACK 


puck pnt WHITE-T | 1 AH : ene Haulld Ings and want your name on our sub-} 
ei oe * i utig scriber list only, please write us, enclos- 


veda |}. “oh oe : a ing your mailing tabel. Please address 
i wn HEALING See : 


WHEN THEGOIKG GETS TOOGH .. ; ee your request to: 


B33 ie 
SURVIVOR ans «|| SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
i * ay . u a PO. B 348 
18 Nee Eo FINISHED GOLD OR SILVER * a Mount Morris, IL 61054 


Attn: Customer Service 
pi ssangera] te 
pe em 1225 at he us - = = fi a — (ue 
TIMBERSHEPHERD | een oo Sa i een Sa 


-"The Mercedes Benz of 
executive protection dogs.” 


a ap i * | ae Sian ey 
The Premium K-9, A ere Oe eae 


, iz ae FS is 5 E-S 
~SOF Magazine em 3 for $50. _5.4-c-- Hoa ye 
Pups and Trained Adults Available = Es ro ree Oe ica taint cove 


esx, Or Mail Check or M.O. _, Shipping & Handling ail Se ; 
foe) eon 25,01 to iint , 
Box 1620-MA SEE Combicned CA 95609 $5001 t0$ 75.00 $895 Ry = Call today for FREE parts catalog! 
Aik SC 29802 cee Carmichael, $75.01 to$ 100.00___ $9.95 [anal 
xen, = OUTSIDE USA; Each additional $ 100.00 {or portion of) add $5.95 icity P.O. Box 367 


(803) 649-5936 ue Double shipping & handling Or Mail Check For Total + ‘ fe \ Avondale Estates, GA 30002 


ve pore aly ae Shipping & Handling to S.O.S. isstith 
USA funds California residents add 7.75% sates tax PEuyss ine ae betaine 
ALLOW 26 Seer ears PRICES SUBJECT To) YANGE MTTHOVT hOTICE SATISFACTION GUARANTEED ; 
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Need NEW ID9 
CREDIT - PRIVACY e 


OUR BOOKS HELP YOU GET: New identity & credit. 
* Jobs in 48 hours. College degrees. ID by mail. 

«Cash income. Private loans. Foreign passports. 
FREE 40 pg. PRIVACY CATALOG: 800-338-8484 
EDEN PRESS «Box 8410-HB* Fountain Valley, CA 92728 


PONDEROSA PRODUCTS 


- MRE’S (Meals Ready to Eat) with heaters 
- $57/12 assorted $53/12 (10 cases or more) 
- MRE Entrees (Assorted) $125/72 
- MRE Heaters $10/12 $150/288 
- USGI Camo Kevlar Ballistic Vests 
- (Medium $150, Large $200, Ext. Lg. $250) | 
- USGI Kevlar Camo Helmet complete $100 
- BFM (Balanced Food Mix) $36/12 
- BSM (Bean Soup Mix) $36/12 
- SSM (Survival Stew Mix) $36/12 
Free shipping (USA) CATALOG $2 
PONDEROSA SPORTS & MERCANTILE 
6854 Highway 55 (208-793-3121) 
Horseshoe Bend, Idaho 83629 


NP ie asa Ss 
FAMILY RECREATION 
Publications « Videos 


$3 for details: 
LIFESTYLES-SF 
Box ToL 268, ES Angeles, CA 90066 
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“DON’T TREAD ON ME — 2ND AMENDMENT” 
T shirt. Menacing rattler entwined around a BOLD 
2 on a quality gray T. $15.00 + $3.00 S&H. Sizes 
to XXL. Add $3.00 for larger sizes. Bob Shuta, PO 
Box 129, Brackney, PA 18812. 


Woodland camo miniskirts — German made — 
Makes a great gift! Sizes S-L, $19.95 — Shipping 
$3 to: 88 ENTERPRISES, Box 21961, Canton, OH 
44701 


DARE to give that friend an offensive tee shirt for 
Xmas ... for free brochure, contact the Reaper at: 
702-459-0132 or e-mail Reapersroost@reincar- 
nate.com 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


QNWEB™ MEN OF ACTION AND ADVENTURE - 
Paladin Press has been described as “the most 
dangerous press in America.” Millions of satisfied 
readers disagree. Outrageous and controversial 
books and videos on firearms, exotic weaponry, 
new identity, creative revenge, espionage and 
investigation, privacy, action careers, and more! 
Our 72-page catalog describing over 750 titles is 
$2.00. PALADIN PRESS, Box 1307-7GST, Boulder, 
CO 80306, 1-800-392-2400. E-mail: pala@rmii.com. 
Web site: www.paladin-press.com 


Y SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine Binder. 
Holds 12 issues, $12.00 plus $4.00 P&H. VISA/MC 





DECEMBER 1997 &® SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


FS BOOK COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 417457, DEPT SF 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95841-7457 


Free Shipping! Fast Service! 
How to Get Anything on Anybody............. $30 
The Whole Spy Catalog, 448 pages 

Divorce Tactics for Men 

The Anarchist Cookbook 

Get Even: Complete Book of Dirty Tricks $20 


| Homemade Guns & Homemade Ammo...$15 


The Poor Man’s James Bond #1, or #2.... $30 
Ragnar’s Book of Homemade Weapons.. $25 
Privacy, How to Get It, How to Enjoy It.... $18 
Ask Me No Questions, I'll Tell You No Lies..$17 
How to Avoid a Drunk Driving Conviction.. $15 
Secrets of a Super Hackel..........ssrerssersees $20 
Check Fraud Investigation 
Counterfeit 1.D. Made Easy...........c.:.s.0000 $16 
The 211 Book....$17 Drug Testing At Work..$17 
Never Say Lie..... $20 Armed Defense.... $17 
The Rip-off Book...$15 New ID In America...$17 
The Outlaw’s Bible...$20 The Paper Trip.. $17 
Reborn in The U.S.A..$16 1.D. By Mail....$20 
Ditching Your Debts....$15 Free Space...$15 
How to Buy Land Cheap 
WE SPECIALIZE IN DRUG EDUCATION BOOKS 
MANY CENSORED TITLES WE CAN’T LIST! 
FAX 1-916-771-4201 FS Catalog 
Adults Only! CA Res. Add 7.75% 
Air Mail Delivery (USA) Add $3 Per Book. 
All Orders Are Shipped In A Plain Package. 
Add A $3 Pro. Fee On Credit Card Orders. 
Credit Card Orders 1-800-635-8883 
Customer Service 1-916-771-4203 


24,000 Titles www.fsbookco.com 


SERVING YOU SINCE 1985 


accepted. No CODs. SOF BINDER, PO Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination 
research materials; Videocassettes, photographs, 
books, unpublished manuscripts. Catalogue: $3.00. 
COLLECTOR’S ARCHIVES; Box 2, Beaconsfield, 
Quebec. H9W 5T6 (Canada). 


Y MILITARY/ANFO PUBLISHING. Twenty unique 


books on Military Science and 1200+ manuals. 
Catalog $5.00: Military/Info, PRO. Box 27640-SF, 
Golden Valley, MN 55427 


BELT — FED SHOTGUNS 25-50-100 round capac- 
ity. Remington — Browning automatic conversions. 
Common tools and parts. $15.00 Kephart 
Publications, 495 PVR, Murphy, NC 28906 704- 
837-8067 VISA/MC/C.O.D. accepted. 
http//www.xmission.com/~chad/egs/comads/ 


QWEB™ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE RUSSIA! 
Collectors item, published in Moscow. Various 
months. Invaluable resource for researchers, mili- 
tary and intelligence professionals. Printed in 
Russian only. $5.00 each/3 for $12. Overseas, add 
$10 for Priority Mail. SOF Back Issues, 5735 
Arapahoe Ave., Boulder, CO 80303-1340. 
WWW.SOFMAG.COM 


TRAVEL GUIDE FOR SINGLE MEN. Meet the 
beautiful women of Thailand, the Philippines, and 
Vietnam. Free catalog. 310-393-8596. 


'BECOME A GUN REPAIR EXPERT! ! 
[= 


Peco. 6065 Roswell Road, Atlanta, Georgia 30328 


CABLE DESCRAMBLER 
KIT — $14.95 


See all the premium and 
pay-per-view channels. 
Why pay hundreds more? 
800-752-1389 





Home a Learn to repair - 
handguns, rifles, and shotguns. “j 


FREE LITERATURE: 800-223-4542 “ 






Aas 
Cay/State Meo 
The School of Gunsmithing, Dept. GGP171 





PHOTO I.D. CARDS 
Birth Certificates 
High School Diplomas 
College Degrees 
Trade School Diplomas 
Martial Arts Certificates 
Investigator, Security Certificates 
Marriage, Divorce Certificates 
Much More! 
Call Now! FREE BROCHURE! 


M.P.C. 


| REGIMENTAL INSIGNIA & WERPONRY 
“SAS *RRF -BLACK WATCH 
‘-PARA -RM -CAMERONS 
RSDG -RN -GUARDS etc. 
45-Page Illustrated Import Catalog $6.00 
BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department-6 
P.O. Box 37 - Palm Harbor, FL 34683 





VY KNOWLEDGE IS POWER! The Feds have a file 
on you! Use the FOIA to get that file! Send $10 for 
complete kit to: A.L. Rapier, 3647 Sunset Ave. 
#130, Rocky Mount, NC 27804. 


CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND MILITARY 
MANUALS. Combat Skills, Weapons, Tactics, 
NBC, more. Catalog $5.00. IIPD/ACCP, Box 1237, 
Alpine, TX 79830 


VIKING/TEUTONIC RELIGION alive and well! Send 
$4 for warrior spirituality booklet, $3 for magazine 
sample. AFA, PO Box 445, Nevada City, CA 95959 


BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 75-year tradi- 
tion of quality book publishing, promotion, distribu- 
tion. “Author's Guide to Subsidy Book Publishing” 
1-800-695-9599. 


FRIGHTENING! DEPRAVED! True Crime Chiller 
paperbacks will chill you to the bone! We have 
what you want! Fascinating brochures! INFO- 
EXPRESS, Box 12S, Holtsville, NY 11742 


Scientific Principles of Improvised Warfare Vols. 
1&2 Basic, #3 Explosives, #4 Incendiaries, #5 
Chemical Weapons, $30 each + $5 S&H to STIP, PO 
Box 59, Silver Creek, NE 68663 — 308-773-2455. 


77 


CO BER LOCKSMITH 


/» BE A LOCKSMITHI" 


Home study, Learn locksmithing for a great 
career, or to start your own at-home business. 


FREE LITERATURE: 800-223-4542 
Nene a ee 
Addss 
Cy te 
The School of Locksmithing, Dept. LKP171 
L | PCDI. 6065 Roswell Ad., Atlanta, GA 30328 
L_ ae.LLELECUM CUMS SQ.M ie 
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Electronic Devices 


¢ Hidden Video Cameras 
* Smallest Pinhole Board Cameras 


* Voice Changer * Micro Recorders | 


* Bug and Phone Tap Detectors 


® Shotgun Mics ¢ 10 hour Telephone | 


Recording System $1399 e 16 Hour 
Telephone Recorder $19990 
¢Telephone Scramblers 
* Vehicle Tracking System 
¢ Much More... 


Catalog $500 


SPY OUTLET 


RO. Box 337, Buffale NY 14226 
ACL Ee AS EL 


=a DRIVER'S LICENSE 


















GET SUSPENDED? 
i 
LE GAL \aiittde. Leann now vou can Ger a i 
Seaoeae DRIVER'S LICENSE FAST AND EASY. 
0 ESE NEW ANO UNIQUE METHOD WoRKS = 
EVERYTIME REGARDLESS OF YOUR 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. § 
SEND $3.00 Fi ME VERY REVEALING INFORMATION) 
sat QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPT. S12 a 
% RO. BOX 192. LINCOLN PARK MICHIGAN 48146 oe 
{eee sone ao® 





'Ourpoor Careers! 


Home study. Train for a career in conserva- 
\ tion, forestry, wildlife, parks, zoos, more. 


Free Literature: 800-223-4542 


\ Name Age 
Address Phone(_} f 
B) coysute an 


School of Conservation, Dept NNP17! 
f PCDI, 6065 Roswell Rd., Atlanta, GA 303?8 
mee 
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Double Secret training manuals, 195+ publications 


on hacking, spying, weapons, revenge, electronic 
devices and lots more! Impossible to find information! 
Free catalog. Information Center, PO. Box 876, 
Hurst, TX 76053 — www.theinformationcenter.com 


i 25,000,000 died, but the fifteen-year-old blonde 
Russalka survived the Russian Civil War, fighting 
the Bolsheviks for every blood-soaked step they 
took across her motherland! Discover the truth 
they don't want you to know, in the historically- 
accurate novel Rage of the Bear by Bert Byfield. $9 
(add $3 S&H) to Caravela Books SO77, 134 
Goodburlet Road, Henrietta, NY 14467 — More 
Information FREE 


GET THE EDGE FOR SURVIVAL: Get twelve 
months of information for the twenty-first century 
survivalist in our big newsietter plus membership in 
the worlds most respected survival and self- 
reliance organization. All for ONLY $18.00. Sample 
copy $3.00. Live Free, Dept. ASG, Box 375, Dolton, 
IL 60419 


HRA) toe 


DIMESTORE SOLDIERS. New 3” Hand painted 
metal castings WWI, WWII action figures. 
Illustrated list $1.00 to MINIATURES, Box 195, Port 
Richey, FL 34673 
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SKELETON KEY 
Works With Most Locks 


Amaze Your Friends 

With a Lack Picking Demonstration. 
You get 3 sized tension keys, the slide pick, 
precise instructions, & More. Note: this device 
is to be used for demonstration purposes only! 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund; 2 weeks delivery. Visit 
us on the internet at http://www.imall.com/stores/safemarket 
Get this exciting device, Send NOW Only $8.95 + $2 S&H to: Safe Marketing, 
113 N. Washington St. No.366SF, Rockville MD 20850 







CABLE T.V. 
DESCRAMBLERS 


AND TEST CHIPS 


All major brands. 
30-day money back guarantee. 
l-year warranty. 


JCB ELECTRONICS 
1-800-579-3285 


LOST DOCUMENTS REPLACED 


SEND $2.00 for 8-PAGE CATALOG 
| MILITARY AWARDS / CERTIFICATES / MEDALS 
UNIVERSITY / COLLEGE / HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 
Couch Potato Publishing 


443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 


RADAR DETECTOR DIDN’T WORK! 
Authoritative State Agency “Radar Traffic Train- 
ing Manual.” Technicals, Ranges, Interferences, 
Case Law, Learn Secretive Knowledge. 
PRO-LEGAL DOCUMENTS INC. 
1-800-817-7733 
http://www.torcom.com/prolegal 





QwWeEB™ MILITARY COLLECTIBLES CATALOG 


1900 TO PRESENT, LEE-JACKSON MILITARIA, 
P.O. Box 8663, San Jose, CA 95155. Call 408-295- 
1136 or fax 408-288-6350 (mailing charges: foreign 
$8.00, domestic $5.00) credit cards accepted, U.S. 
Militaria wanted! 


BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS. 
Regimental insignia and accessories of elite 
Regiments; including SAS; Paratroops; Royal 
Marines; Black Watch; Guards, etc. 45-page illus- 
trated Import Catalog $6.00. BRITISH REGALIA 
IMPORTS, Dept. 6A PO Box 37, Palm Harbor, FL 
34683 


VIETNAM WAR INSIGNIA and Uniform List. | mail 
a list of Vietnam War Militaria six times per year. 
Lists are $4.00 each. Insignia are pictured so you 
know what you are buying. | always have a nice col- 
lection of original patches, insignia, books, maps, 
uniforms, field gear etc. Both U.S. and VC/NVA. | 
also buy singles and collections of Vietnam War 
souvenirs. 100% guarantee from me. Buy with con- 
fidence. BILL BROOKS, P.O. Box 230832. 
Montgomery, AL 36123. 


RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN badges, 


medals, and uniforms to sale. For a list send $2 to 
KAPLANS, Box 890638, Lyndhurst 2106, South 
Africa - http://users.iafrica.com/r/rh/rhodesia or e- 
mail: rhodesia@iafrica.com 


Y SOLDIER OF FORTUNE RUSSIA! Collectors 
item, published in Moscow. Various months. 
Invaluable resource for researchers, military and 
intelligence professionals. Printed in Russian only. 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 





FREEDOM a 






20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping, Elk, 
















deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Giacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 
FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
“Video Availabie” 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 
210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 — (406) 846-1000 


LOOKING FOR A 
NATIONAL PUBLISHER? 


67-year-old publisher will assist you 
in publishing and distributing your 
writings. Image Press, 4805 N.W. 
10th, Okla. City, OK 73127 


ARMY BASIC TRAINING SKILLS 
ATTENTION RECRUITS: Inside-Information can ¢ give vou 
“the edge” to SUCCEED and get PROMOTED! 4% 2, 


Free information! Request by mail: 
Training Skills #2 
P.O. Box 594 
Cudahy, WI 53110 
Request by voice-mail: (414) 570-8529 





$5.00 each/3 for $12. Overseas, add $10 for Priority 
Mail. SOF Back Issues, 5735 Arapahoe Ave., 
Boulder, CO 80303-1340. 


COMPUTER | 


HOME COMPUTER - Detective Agency and 
Private Detective training — Undercover Software, 
Box 60983, Phoenix, AZ 85082-0983 — Info $2. 


DEGALS / STICKERS 


WARNING DECALS -— Place on windows/doors to 
warn off would-be intruders! $1.95 ea.+ S&H. Call 
Printshack, 302-629-4430 8:30 -- 5:30 eastern M-F. 





UU 


TERMPAPER assistance. 19,278 topics available! 
306-page catalog—rush $2.00. Research, 11322 
Idaho, #206EX, Los Angeles, CA 90025. TOLL- 
FREE HOTLINE: 800-351-0222 or www.research- 
assistance.comm 


ACCREDITED CORRESPONDENCE Bachelor - 
Ph.D.: Business, Criminal Justice, Police Science, 
Security, etc. Free Catalog. St. John’s University, 
31916SF University Circle, Springfield, Louisiana 
70462. 


THOMAS EDISON STATE COLLEGE — NJ State 
College: External programs - Industry recognized / 
Regionally Accredited — All Majors: Associate / 
Bachelors Degree's — Free catalog, Incl. $4.00 sh: 
SDC, Dept. SOF, 420 Putnam Street, Scranton, PA 
18508 


QWEB™ Internet ads are now available on the 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE web site WWW.SOF- 
MAG.COM Classified advertisers: Pay $20/ month 
in addition to your print ad charge. Free QWWEB™ 
tag for your print ad included. Display advertisers: 
$50/ month surcharge for B&W ads, $100/ month 
color. Limited availability; some restrictions apply. 
Prices subject to change. 
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COMPLETE LINSOE 
PARTS, rats Arp 
LEATHERWOOD 


| 
Sniper Scopes 






Please send $1.00 
f 6| for our new catalog 
13983 Industry Avenue ¢ Becker, MN 55308 
PHONE 1-612-261-5600 FAX 1-612-261-5599 


fe a DETECTIVE 


Explore a secret world! Fascinating 

new career.Experience a new 

adventure every day. 

Dynamic home study course. 

Diploma, Badge. State approved. %) . 
FREE DETECTIVE CAREER KIT @ 


-800-742-9007 cx.301 


DESEGENE Raat wa Bux pace am Ge 
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WORLD'S LARGEST 
SURPLUS MARKET 


for used military vehicles: 
jeeps, tanks, HMMWVs, 
' military trucks, more. 
100’s of ads, tech tips, 
how-to, articles, event 
listings, much more! 





MILITARY VEHICLES 





1 year (six BIG 100+ page issues) 
USA $18, Canada $28, (Sample $5) 
12-L2 Indianhead, Morristown, NJ 07960 
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SLAVE TO A POOR JOB HISTORY? Then get a 
new one. Employment and personal references for 
you. Professional, registered company. 100% ver- 
ifiable. Free brochure, call 24 hrs. Toll-Free 888- 
265-4044, Tape recorded message. 


PROFESSIONAL BODYGUARD ASSOCIATION 
(Employment Notice) All US citizens with Police, 
Military, or Security experience who attend a train- 
ing course with the PBA, will be offered some form 
of employment contract after their training. For full 
details, send a large Self Addressed Envelope with 
either $2 or 2 International postal reply coupons to: 
The White House, 24 Cumberland Tce, Willing- 
ton, Co Durham, DL15 OPB, ENGLAND, UK. 





DISCREET RESEARCH — “Anything on Anyone” — 
Background checks, people finder, disclose license 
plates, hidden assets, and more, Low prices, fast 
service! Call for free catalog (954) 724-4395, ext. 5 
— http:/Awww.dresearch.com 
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U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA 


1940 through Current 


a Large Catalog, $3.00 


SAUNDERS 
Box 3133-SF + Naples, FL 33939-3133 





PRERTEEEEEER ED 


Men: 
Move to 
Paradise! 


Want to live in 
paradise? 


PT a rae 
aa tt 


You can! 

In this exciting new 
book you'll discover 
ways that you can. 
enjoy a fabulous 
tropical lifestylel 





Contains EVERYTHING YOU NEED including: 
“Female” information — “Can’t miss” paradises for 
sizzling romance. Enjoy hot romance with beautiful 
foreign women - regardless of your age, income or looks! 


Business information — Best business opportunities 
and sources of financing. Get rich while having fun! 


Job information — Great jobs and how to get them. No 
degree of foreign language — 


Others are doing ii and so can you — Order now! 


Mention this ad & save $5 off the regular price of $24.95 
Now only $19.95 + $6.00 Shipping & Handling 
Visa/MC/Amex/Discover orders Call (800) 460-5056 
or Mail check or money order to: Alexander & Watson, 
P.O. Box 330155 - Suite 7051, Ft. Worth TX 76163. 
* FAST SHIPPING * MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 

* Cannot be found in book stores, * 
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MARSHAL STYLEA (i): LTTE 
BADG a 


* DIGNITARY PROTECTION AGENT 

* BAIL ENFORCEMENT AGENT 

* SECURITY ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICER 


EVP LEHPEHRELPEFP}EFAAEFPAAFAAADAIVAIAAI 474-4 

















Whatever You Can vente We Can Engrave 
Concealed Weapon Bacge # Engraved Free 


LEATHER |.D./BADGE CASE $15 


Add $3.00 USA Sting $10 Foreign BABU TTS [43-47 57 


MA@XSELL CORPORATION (954) 568-1480 


4038 POWERLINE RD. * DEPT SOF ¢ FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 33309, USA 
visit our web site http://www.maxsell.com 


KNIVES - BAYONETS 


COLD STEEL, Spyderco, Gerber, SOG, Benchmade, 
Smith & Wesson and more. Huge discounts! Free 
List. KNIVES PLUS MAIL ORDER, (800) 687-6202. 


TEXAS BOWIE FIXED BLADE (11 %") w/genuine 
leather sheath. $60 (add $5 ea S&H). Free Price 
List. Echo Canyon, 235 East Colorado, #393-SF, 
Pasadena, CA 91101. All credit cards. 


ORIGINAL COLT ® VIETNAM ERA BAYONETS! 
for M-16's (M7 w/M8A1 scabbard) with COLT ® 
markings on blade. NEW and UNISSUED, manu- 
factured by Carl Eickhorn in Solingen, Germany. 
$109.95 each plus $7.95 S/H/I. Mail check or M.O. 
to: LSPK, POB 505, Belton, TX 76513. 


MARTIAL ARTS | | 


interested in a warrior religion? Order The Odin 
Brotherhood ($19.95 hardback / $10.00 soft) from 
World Tree Publishing, PO Bax 961, Payson, AZ 85547 
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|e Full Size Medals. Miniatures Medals, 
« Ribbons, Badges, Insiania & Patches 
e Fine Display ases Mounted & Engraved 


*Flag & Sword Cases 100% atic teat | 
een ¢ Ship Photos & Histories i. 
Send Today for FREE Color Catalog ! 


WRITE : Medals of America 
'1929S12 Fairview Rd. , Fountain Inn 


| 
| 
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epee wie 1-864-862- 6425 


ee 


e a private investigator 


Home study. Leam surveillance, interrogation, l 
undercover skills. Solve crimes, eam great pay. | 


Free literature: 800-223-4542 

Name __ mo ——_ 

Address Phone al 

City/State Zip 

School of Private Investigation, Dept. JAI JAP174 

L_. 6065 Roswell Rd., PCDI, Atlanta, Georgia 30328 
mE ES Ge ee eee ee eee oe 





CAMOUFLAGE 


PASSPORT 


COMPLETE 2ND IDENTITY for 


Travelers Concerned with Terrorists/Hijackers 


SET D Send $2 Cash for Catalog <a 


<— wz 1.D. WORLD Ey = 
€ di ct 4038 N.W. 9th Avenue 
Soa Oakland Park, FL 33309 _“ 
— http: {fweww.i id- world. COM «ae oss 


STRUM om RL OTIC [eas 
UEC aE eat 


aes Ship | ttt 












Federall owned land eUeNe available i in AK, AZ, AR, CA, 
; CO, 10, MT, NV, N UT, WA, WY for $2.50 per acre. | 
US. citizens mite : ‘purchase up to 160 acres per 
person. For complete information package including maps. 
telephone helpline, filing forms, etc. send $20 check or 
money order to: FEDERAL LAND CO. , DeptL, Box 21598, 
(Note: this is not homestead- 
ing—lands are sold outright. ) MONEYBACK GUARANTEE! 










BE A BLACKBELT INSTRUCTOR in Kickboxing, 
Karate, Jujitsu or Taekwondo. Home study course 
with gym time. Open your own school, make big 
money, be your own boss teaching martial arts. 
CALL NOW. Free Brochure. 615-920-3714 or 615- 
920-6421 


MISCELLANEOUS 


wv INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF MERCENAR- 
IES Membership Coin. Free registration with order. 
$15. ea. plus $3. S&H. John Langley, Box 804, 
Nokomis FL 34274. 


NEW PRODUCT! KEEP FIREARMS; Military col- 
lections out of sight with “Hidden Illusions 
Concealment Furniture™” - Brochure $2.00 (credit- 
ed to first order) LSASE — D&N, 10712 Countyline 
Rd. #11, Hudson, FL 34667 — Dept. 51 
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Amazing one-of-a-kind home 
study course tells all! Want 


a life of intrigue, excitement, 
adventure?! Quickly learn from 
the experts: 
@ How To Eam $100,000 A Year As Your Own Boss! 
© How To Conduct All Types Of Private Investigations, 
Skiptracing & Surveillance! 


e How To Start Your Own Private Detective Agency! 

e How To Work From Home, Part-Time or FullTime! 

® No Experience Necessary. No Investment Required! 
STATE APPROVED 


Located in the Entertainment Capitol 

Of the World! (213) 879-1165 
UNITED STATES ACADEMY |} 

OF PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 


P.O. BOX 2133 (SF) 
BEVERLY HILLS, CA 9021: 





FREE 
DETAIL 


-HAT PINS-MEDALS.- 


e FREE COLOR CATALOG 
® 2500+ Military Designs 


¢ Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

e Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome, 


Wael ba 


by Hoover’s Mfg., Co. 


P.O.Box 547SF, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 


BUCKLES 





#BS101 “US Jobs are for US Citizens” 
#BS104 “Real Men Prefer Women” 


Mail check or money order to: 
Righteous Redneck, Inc., PO Box 1643, 
Southeastern, PA 19399-1643 





Order # Qty. ss x $6.95= 

Order # Qty. sx $6,95= 
S+H $___ 1.95 

PA residents add Tax $ 








6% sales tax. Total $ 





Name 
Address 
City 

Phone ( ) 


State Zip 


Hi Did this get your attention? It's a 
“Dingbat.” So are “ and @. Add them to your 
SOF classified ad for $5/each. 


KEVLAR Ballistic shielding - various size sheets - 
canceled contract, got stuck with $35,000 worth, 
will take $5,000 for all. Call 503-692-6060 - ask for 
Bob. 


EXPERIENCED OZ MERCENARIES WILLING TO 
RELAY WAR STORIES - PLS CONTACT: D. CAD- 
DEN/RALPH MAGAZINE/PO BOX 4088/SYDNEY 
NSW 1028 — PH: 612-9282-8826 — dcadden@ 
publishing.acp.com.au 
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U.S. MILITARY You Get: 2 Stainless Steel Dog 
aes with imprint, Silencers, 


5" & 24" ee S 6. 00 







ay Add $1.00 
=e = /, ° shepping a 
"We will imprint your Name, &,, fi" : 
Address, Phone & more on each tag. 
5 lines of print, 18 Spaces. 
Your choice of 1 cr 2 Silencer colors 
Green, Yellow 


' 4 e, ’ 


TELEPHONE 


. SURVEILLANCE DEVICE 
W/12 HR. RECORDER 
Automatically record all incoming and outgoing 
calls! $99.95+ 5.00 sh. Telephone surveillance 
device $19.95 +$2 sh. (seperately) 


VERY POWERFUL FM TRANSMITTER 
Transmits voice to any FM radio up to 4 mi. Easy to 
assembie kit. Up to 9V (not incl.) $19.85 + $2 sh. 
For comprehensive 50 page catalog of Micro Video, 

VHF Transmitters, Surveillance & Counter- 


Surveillance and much more! Send $3.00. 
Call 407-725-1000 © 


USI CORP 
P.O. Box SF2052 - Melbourne, FL 32902 





1x1%" 






SamAndy 


ae ks 
BE es HELPFUL TIPS & PRODUCT 
FACTS HELP YOU FACE iv uae — Ai 
CONFIDENCE — NO 5 
YOU OWE IT TO YOUR FAMILY 10 HAVE THIS 5 
INFO TION — FOR YOUR FREE 1 YEAR 
SUBSCRIPTION SEND YOUR NAME, ADDRESS & PHONE 2, 
| SamAndy SURVIVAL TIMES NEWSLETTER § 
: Re P.O. Box 141741-SF14, IRVING, TEXAS 75014 y 


oa ee em ee FAX 2! 4- 445-4 [Siumibone 













i RVATIONAL AL DRIVERS PERMIT Ow a ey ys 
Name (N Finest 100% Complete 
our ween eT wer nS Your Photo & Data 


Sealed tn Plastic 
Reg $44 Sale $25 
Send Photo/Info + $25 Cash 
tm ae el] $2 Cash) 
.D. WORLD 
4038 N.W. 9th Ave 
Oaktand Pk, FL 33309 
UT iam de MeL od itll 


ARSINGHOt CoO MIEKA; 
123 Maid STREET 
SMALLTOWN USS 


PLAGE OF BIRTH (LAGU $2 MAM BANCE 
MADRIO Brae 


Ra ae 


02'14:97 Oz/i4ee 


THUS PU amit 1 VATA) POM MOTOM VEHOCLES USED 10K UHI 
beeen a a eeeteetinat ater eecaaie 
WETSCS THAT VHS PERNT SHALL AFFECT 


tt owed? om OF at ADEN a eouseer rama ts 3 
PEC STIR FORCE We EACH COUNT AE TATE 


ete ae? i anal : 

SEND Birthdate, ‘Themas Cahill , 
a ata peat act ia 
afar eesti 

Sealed in Plastic 
Mi) eat eye 


Visit our web site at: 
MAAR LA er CACM HTL 


| 
4 a 0 75 Bro i i mo} 
04, 17,95 | 10. 25.73 | 


IDENTIFICATION 









GOT A TATTOO? TRY FLASHBACK! The lotion 
that puts the flash back in your tattoo. Odorless, 
greaseless, great for older tattoos. Money back 
guarantee. Lauthryn Enterprises, Inc., PO. Box 
117, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060. 1-800-632-9413. $14.95 
(NJ 6% tax) plus $3.95 S&H. VISA/MASTERCARD 


LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Over 100 different programs avail- 
able. Free recorded message: (707) 448-3210. 
(8KW5) 


a ee a 


PRIVACY, CONFIDENTIAL MAIL RECEIVING/ 
Forwarding, Since 1981 Single ReMails $1.00, 
Phone, Fax, Box, Street Address available, 
Maildrop, Box 608039-SOF, Orlando, FL 32860- 
8039,Website -http://www.orlandomaildrop.com 


PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY! PO. Boxes, mail 
drops, and home addresses leave a trail. We are 
not a remailer, but we do have the answer! 501- 
785-3424 


RELIABLE MAIL FORWARDING — Confidential 
and forwarded to you world wide. HOMETOWN 
SERVICES — TEL/FAX: (702) 575-4809, SOF1, 
P.O. Box 820, Fernley, NV 89408-0820. 





COLLECTORS & SPORTSMEN 


AUTO KNIFE 













' 1 $3995... F L 
2 For i 
t $6495 Cw / woz NATO 
§ Plus $4 MILITARY i 
4 Ship/ 3%" Stainless 

A Hndig blade. Front open- 4 


ing, fast lever-action. 
#104 THE GODFATHER. 


Stiletto. 4” lightning-quick i 
F Side open stainless steel blade. f 
Lifetime Money-Back Guarantee. a 


g Order 2 knives & get FREE! Swiss Army Knifes 
i Check or M.0. to PERFORMANCE KNIVES] 
Byo09 Lexington Ave (Rm 192 Dept. SA-12), New York, NY10028 | 


by imited offer, acT NOW 1-800-324-4371! 


SEE OUR CATALOG ON COLOR VIDEO « We have the most 
plete stock of WWIi German badges, caps, etc. in the U. S. 


(TAKE DOWN) Grey-Green 

woo! with proper patch and 

buttons. State S, M or L. 

Enlisted—$38, Officers-$42 

(same cap for S.S. 

BLACK-— same prices) 
W.W.#2 LTD. Box 2063-F, ST. LOUIS, MO 63158 


eA, __ Send °2."° 
“for a Catalog 


ul 
Catalog conkuning rifles, 
PRITES, ICC CSSOFICS, SCOpes, 
mounts. stecks, magizines 
muzae brikes and 100s 
al other products lor SKS, 
MAR OO, AK 17, and a fitige 


selection of threddedl and ported Staltess steel bar- 
refs Jor Browning H.P. Glock, Miukarov. Beretta. Tiras, Astra 
400/600), Sturn, € 752, and JYLE Govu 


Fabs VAMC Gea ser 
7928 University Ave. N.E. Fridley, MN. 55432 
PLEURA Le 


SOF CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING DEADLINES 


FOR 1998: Check our website, WWW.SOF- 
MAG.COM, or see next month's issue. 


{2WEB™ CONFIDENTIAL ADDRESS. Mail 
received here, then forwarded to you worldwide. 
Voicemail, too! Website address - www.netcom. 
com/~mailpost. MAILPOST, 2421SOF Pratt, 
Chicago, IL 60645. 773-764-0100. 800-890-3199. 


TRAINING : 


Learn Seal, Delta, Spetsnaz & SF Secrets to 
achieve in fighting, shooting, fitness and more. 
Free Info Call 800-908-0107 ext. 2 / Training. 


TWO DAY MARTIAL ARTS COMBAT COURSE -— 
Learn the most effective techniques from 
Kickboxing, Muay-Thai, Karate, & Jujitsu. Instructor 
— Andy Jones, 3rd Degree World Kickboxing 
Champion. Fully equipped outside Nashville, TN or 
we travel to you (groups 4 or more) $250 per per- 
son. Discount for families/groups. Free brochure 
615-920-3714 or 615-920-6421. 


MARITIME SECURITY & EXECUTIVE PROTEC- 
TION, Hostage Survival, Counter-intelligence & 
WeaponsCourses. Training for Professionals; by 
Professionals! Call ENTERPRISING SECURITIES 
(770) 723-0773. 
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‘BE A PARALEGAL! 

[ Attomey-instructed home study course. Train 
now for one of America's fastest growing careers 


[ Free literature: 800-223-4542| at 


Agu 
Address rl } 
a eS 
School of Paralegal Studies, Dept. LLP171 


PCDI. 6065 Roswell Road, Atlanta, GA 30328 
Cee eee 


“WORSE THAN’ TAILHOOK”, screamed 
“American Journal” “lewdness and debauchery” 
outside our Pacific military bases. Raw, explicit, 
uncensored videos, books and tours. For catalog, 


send $3.00 to: B.A.O. Video, 47 Raymond Ave. 
(SOF), Poughkeepsie, NY 12603. 


BUSTY BIKINI BIMBOS, STRIPPERS, NUDE 
DANCERS, AMATEURS, biker babes & most 
nude pay-TV events. 1000 videos, B-movies, 
adult cards & photos. 10th anniversary catalog 
& 30-min. preview video: $10 to Perfect 10, 



















BADEN WORKING 
SERVICE CENTRE 


“) To some, survival is merely a 

term; at Baden we make our 
own terms for survival. Baden K-9 offers the 
ultimate training facility for tactical K-9s. 
We train for live theatre deployment. No | 
sporting dogs. No excuses. Trained adults 
and pups. From the jungles of Cambodia to 
the streets of New York City, our dogs have 
proven their courage and endurance time 
and again. Phone 905-562-3095 or fax 905- 
562-4242. All clients and inquines are kept 
secure and with the strictest of confidence. 


QWEB™ NEW CATEGORY - For only 
$25/month (2-month/$50 minimum), you can list 
your Website or Internet URL + 10 words right 
here. This is a great way to get out the word on 





Simement of Ownership, Management, snd Circulation 
(Required by 39 45C San, 
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Continued from page 4 


boded well for the peasant class, the work- 
ing class, or even for reporters. 

Yes, our Constitution provides the door- 
way for your news and commentary to pass 
through free and unfettered. But that doorway 
to freedom is framed by the muskets that stood 
between a vision of liberty and absolute anar- 
chy at a place called Concord Bridge. Our rev- 
olution began when the British sent Redcoats 
door to door to confiscate the peoples’ guns. 
They didn’t succeed: The muskets went out 
the back door with their owners. 

Emerson said it best: 


“By the rude bridge that arched the flood, 
Their flag to April’s breeze unfurled, 

Here once the embattled farmers stood, 

And fired the shot heard round the world.” 


King George called us “rabble in arms.” 
But with God’s grace, George Washington and 
many brave men gave us our country. Soon 
after, God’s grace and a few great men gave us 
our Constitution. It’s been said that the cre- 
ation of the United States is the greatest polit- 
ical act in history. I’ll sign that. 

In the next two centuries, though, freedom 
did not flourish. The next revolution, the 
French, collapsed in the bloody terror, then 
Napoleon’s tyranny. There’s been no shortage 
of dictators since, in many countries: Hitler, 
Mussolini, Stalin, Mao, Idi Amin, Castro, Pol 
Pot. All these monsters began by confiscating 
private arms, then literally soaking the earth 
with the blood of tens and tens of millions of 
their people. 

Ah, the joys of gun control. 

Now, I doubt any of you would prefer a 
rolled-up newspaper as a weapon against a 
dictator or a criminal intruder. Yet in essence 
that is what you have asked our loved ones to 
do, through an ill-contrived and totally naive 
campaign against the Second Amendment. 

Besides, how can we entrust to you the 
Second Amendment, when you are so stingy 
with your own First Amendment? 

I say this because of the way, in recent 
days, you have treated your own — those 
journalists you consider the least among 
you. How quick you’ve been to finger the 
paparazzi with blame and to eye the tabloids 
with disdain. How eager you’ve been to 
draw a line where there is none, to demand 
some distinction within the First Amend- 
ment that sneers “they are not one of us.” 
How readily you let your lesser brethren take 
the fall, as if their rights were not as worthy, 
and their purpose not as pure, and their free- 
dom not as sacred as yours. 

So now, as politicians consider new laws 
to shackle and gag paparazzi, who among you 
will speak up? Who here will stand and defend 
them? If you won’t, I will. 

Because you do not define the First 
Amendment. It defines you. And it is bigger 
than you — big enough to embrace all of you, 
plus all those you would exclude. 
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_ That’s how freedom works. 

It also demands you do your homework. 
Again and again I hear gun owners say, how 
can we believe anything the anti-gun media 
says when they can’t even get the facts right? 
For too long you have swallowed manufactured 
statistics and fabricated technical support from 
anti-gun organizations that wouldn’t know a 
semiauto from a sharp stick. And it shows. You 
fall for it every time. 

That’s why you have very little credibility 
among 70 million gun owners and 20 million 
hunters and millions of veterans who learned 
the hard way which end the bullet comes out. 
And while you attacked the amendment that 
defends your homes and protects your spous- 
es and children, you have denied those of us 
who defend all the Bill of Rights a fair hearing 
or the courtesy of an honest debate. 

If the NRA attempts to challenge your 
assertions, we are ignored. And if we try to buy 
advertising time or space to answer your 
charges, more often than not we are denied. 

How’s that for First Amendment freedom? 

Clearly, too many have used freedom of 
the press as a weapon not only to strangle 
our free speech, but to erode and ultimately 
destroy the right to keep and bear arms, as 
well. In doing so you promoted your profes- 
sion to that of constitutional judge and jury, 
more powerful even than our Supreme 
Court, more prejudiced than the Inquisition’s 
tribunals. It is a frightening misuse of con- 
stitutional privilege, and I pray that you will 
come to your senses and see that these abus- 
es are curbed. 

As a veteran of World War II, as a freedom 
marcher who stood with Dr. Martin Luther 
King long before it was fashionable, and as a 
grandfather who wants the coming century to 
be free and full of promise for my grandchil- 
dren, I am troubled. 

The right to keep and bear arms is threat- 
ened by political theatrics, piecemeal lawmak- 
ing, talk show psychology, extreme bad taste 
in the entertainment industry, an ever-widen- 
ing educational chasm in our schools and a 
conniving media, that all add up to cultural 
warfare against the idea that guns ever had, or 
should now have, an honorable and proud 
place in our society. 

But all of our rights must be delivered 
into the 21st century as pure and complete as 
they came to us at the beginning of this cen- 
tury. Traditionally, the passing of that torch is 
from a gnarled old hand down to an eager 
young one. 

So now, at 72, I offer my gnarled old hand. 

I have accepted a call from the National 
Rifle Association of America to help protect 
the Second Amendment. I feel it is my duty to 
do that. My mission and vision can be sum- 
marized in three simple parts: 

First, before we enter the next century, I 
expect to see a pro-Second Amendment presi- 
dent in the White House. 

Secondly, I expect to build an NRA with 
the political muscle and clout to keep a pro- 
Second Amendment congress in place. 

Third, is a promise to the next generation of 
free Americans. I hope to help raise a hundred 
million dollars for NRA programs and educa- 


tion before the year 2000. At least half of that 
sum will go to teach American kids what the 
right to keep and bear arms really means to 
their culture and country. 

We have raised a generation of young people 
who think that the Bill of Rights comes with 
their cable TV. Leave them to their channel surf- 
ing and they’ll remain oblivious to history and 
heritage that truly matter. 

Think about it — what else must young 
Americans think when the White House pro- 
claims, as it did, that “a firearm in the hands 
of youth is a crime or an accident waiting to 
happen” No — it is time they learned that 
firearm ownership is constitutional, not 
criminal. In fact, few pursuits can teach a 
young person more about responsibility, 
safety, conservation, their history and their 
heritage, all at once. 

It is time they found out that the politi- 
cally correct doctrine of today has misled 
them. And that when they reach legal age, if 
they do not break our laws, they have a right 
to choose to own a gun — a handgun, a long 
gun, a small gun, a large gun, a black gun, a 
purple gun, a pretty gun, an ugly gun — and 
to use that gun to defend themselves and 
their loved ones or to engage in any lawful 
purpose they desire without apology or 
explanation to anyone, ever. 

This is their first freedom. If you say it’s 
outdated, then you haven’t read your own 
headlines. If you say guns create only carnage, 
I would answer that you know better. 

Declining morals, disintegrating families, 
vacillating political leadership, an eroding 
criminal justice system and social mores that 
blur right and wrong are more to blame — cer- 
tainly more than any legally owned firearm. 

I want to rescue the Second Amendment 
from an opportunistic president, and from a 
press that apparently can’t comprehend that 
attacks on the Second Amendment set the 
stage for assaults on the First. 

I want to save the Second Amendment 
from all these nitpicking little wars of attri- 
tion — fights over alleged Saturday night 
specials, plastic guns, cop-killer bullets and 
so many other made-for-prime-time non- 
issues invented by some press agent over at 
gun-control headquarters that you guys buy 
time and again. 

I simply cannot stand by and watch a right 
guaranteed by the Constitution of the United 
States come under attack from those who 
either can’t understand it, don’t like the sound 
of it, or find themselves too philosophically 
squeamish to see why it remains the first 
among equals: Because it is the right we turn 
to when all else fails. 

That’s why the Second Amendment is 
America’s first freedom. 

Please, go forth and tell the truth. There can 
be no free speech, no freedom of the press, no 
freedom to protest, no freedom to worship your 
god, no freedom to speak your mind, no free- 
dom from fear, no freedom for your children 
and for theirs, for anybody, anywhere, without 
the Second Amendment freedom to fight for it. 

If you don’t believe me, just turn on the 
news tonight. Civilization’s veneer is wearing 
thinner all the time. @ 
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